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Elected Sept. 2008 (2nd term ends 2012)

As the leaves continue to fall and the
temperatures drop, it is quite evident that
fall is upon us. It is traditionally a time to be
thankful for the bounties of the year and
enjoy time with our friends and families.

1st Vice President: Verba Valentine
3462 Barley Circle Billings, MT 59102
Phone: 656-9840
Email: blgsmarket@aol.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (2nd term ends 2012)

MSGS started off the season with a very
successful conference in Lewistown.
As
always, it was so good to see old friends and
make new ones. Society reports at the
lunches started off on a high note as our
newest member, the Butte-Silver Bow
Genealogical Society, told of their many
activities of the year. We really want to
congratulate
you
on
all
your
accomplishments! Other societies followed
reporting new projects such as the Sheridan
County Society beginning a collection of
Funeral Cards and the Broken Mountain
Society looking forward to going home and
really getting their society going again. It
appeared that everyone left Lewistown
rejuvenated and excited!

2nd Vice President - Shirley Rogers

P.O. Box 24, Boulder, MT 59632
Phone: 225-3597
Email: JCRSAR@q.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (1st full term ends 2011)

Secretary: Marilyn Lewis

1014 Ware Rd., Lewistown, MT 59457
Phone: 538-9739
Email: marlewis@mcn.net
Elected Sept. 2009 (1st term ends 2011)

Treasurer: Carol Woodley
421 So. 13th St., Livingston, MT 59047
Phone: 222-3468
Email: cvwoodley@msn.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (2nd full term ends 2012)

Volume III of the First Families and Early
Settlers of Montana series was also unveiled
for the first time at the Lewistown
conference.

Registrar: Mary Pitch

700 Grant, Helena, MT 59601
Phone: 443-3452
Email: mmpmep@earthlink.net
Elected: Sept. 2005 (3rd term ends 2011)

Keep up the good work and I can’t wait to
hear what everyone has to report at next
year’s conference scheduled in Kalispell on
September 23 & 24th, 2011.

Past President: Betty Marshall
Box # 476, Chester, MT 59522
Phone: 759-5627
Email: bubbles@itstriangle.com

Shawna Valentine, President
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Summary of the September 25, 2010 Annual Meeting

CALL TO ORDER: The 21st Annual Meeting of the Montana State
Genealogical Society was called to order by President Shawna
Valentine at 7:45 AM, Saturday, September 25, 2010 at the Yogo Inn
in Lewistown, Montana. Secretary Marilyn Lewis took roll call.
Marilyn Lewis read the minutes of the last annual meeting and
Carol Woodley gave the treasurer’s report.
1ST VICE PRESIDENT: Verba Valentine reported we have 67 full and 6
partial registrations. She thanked the Central Montana & Broken
Mountains Societies for their time & efforts to make this Conference
a success.
The 2011 Conference will be September 22-24, 2011 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Kalispell.
The rooms will be $94.00 plus tax, but there will be a cooked to order breakfast for two per room. She
would also like to invite Idaho Societies as they do not have a Conference like ours. She mentioned
maybe having a reception on Thursday night.
2ND VICE PRESIDENT: Shirley Rogers reported she has a one week stay for two at the Carlton Hotel in Salt
Lake City, a research basket, a cemetery kit, a night’s stay at the Crystal Inn and a one year membership
to Footnote for the raffle. Footnote is also offering a half-price membership for any Montana Genealogy
member until November 1st. The book frolic is going well and pin sales are good.
REGISTRAR: Mary Pitch reported that Milk River has not joined this year. Total membership is now 442 with
15 societies. There are 16 states represented and 3 libraries.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FGS REPORT: Shirley Rogers thanked the Montana State Genealogical Society for allowing her to be our
representative at the FGS held in August in Knoxville, Tennessee. She went on an Appalachian Tour, the
East Tennessee Historical Society and several museums.
FGS in cooperation with Family Search is planning to digitize War of 1812 pension papers, which will be
put on the Internet free of charge.
The 2011 Conference will be in Springfield, Illinois September 7-10, 2011. Shirley always promotes Montana
at these Conferences.
NEWSLETTER: Shawna Valentine is looking for articles for the newsletter.
AWARDS: Mardi Whitmore said there were very few applications. The Anna Mae Hansen Award was
given to Carol Woodley and the Huntsman Award to the Lewistown Public Library. It was decided to
change the Huntsman Award to the Al Huntsman Award.
LIBRARY: Karen Huck reported that most of the newsletters and How-to books have been cataloged.
There is another computer hooked up to the Internet. The Lewis and Clark Library subscribes to Ancestry,
Heritage Quest and Newspaper Archives for us.
FIRST FAMILIES-VOL III: Fern Kauffman reported Volume III is done and here for sale. She has already sold
20 copies of Volume III and 3 full sets. She is now starting Volume IV. Al Stoner is in charge of sales and
Betty Marshall does the certificates. Loretta Chapman moved we accept this report. Al Stoner seconded
the motion and it passed.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE; Betty Marshall presented the following slate: President, Shawna Valentine; 1st
Vice President, Verba Valentine and Treasurer, Carol Woodley. They were duly elected.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Karen Huck is setting up a table at the Montana State Historical Conference in
Helena. Shawna Valentine announced we still need liaison representatives for Bitterroot, Dawson County
and Lincoln County.
Al Stoner reported there are still 4 or 5 counties that have not been indexed for the 1930 Census. P. J.
Smith volunteered to do Prairie County.
NEW BUSINESS: The State Historical Society is raising funds to build a Montana Heritage Center. It is hoped
that our societies will help with some fund raising over the next two years. MSGS is donating $500.00 at this
time.
Verba Valentine also reported that FGS needs a liaison to keep track of legislation and to keep records
open. Terry Atwood and Marilyn Lewis, External Affairs Committee will take care of this.
Marilyn Lewis, Secretary
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MSGS TREASURER SUMMARY
MSGS INCOME
Club and Individual Membership 592.00
Club Pins
Pins bought and refunds 2010 -338.00
TOTAL Club Pins -338.00
CONFERENCE 2010 REG $5,789.00
CONF EXP 2010
Registration Refund -10.00
Misc conf exp
-124.00
SPEAKERS 2010
Mary Clement Douglass
Travel Expense
-599.90
TOTAL SPEAKERS 2010 -599.90
TOTAL CONF EXP 2010 -733.90
TOTAL CONFERENCE 2010 REG $5,055.10
DEATH INDEX 30.00
FFM and ES 1,148.00
FFM & ES Expenses
-1,937.47
TOTAL FFM and ES
-789.47
Interest Income
4.32
RESEARCH INCOME 25.00
Research expense
-5.00
TOTAL RESEARCH INCOME 20.00

JANUARY 1 - SEPTMBER 22, 2010
MSGS ANNUAL EXPENSES
Advertising 19.50
Bank Charges
1.25
Club & Individual Refunds 2.00
FGS Registration and Expenses 326.00
Montana Library Association 25.00
Newsletter 397.00
OCLC MS & LC Library
198.00
OCLC Lewis & Clark share -49.50
TOTAL MSGS expense 148.50
Stamps, Historian
26.60
State Annual Tax Report 15.00
CONFERENCE 2011
Deposit to Hilton Garden Inn -1,000.00
TOTAL CONFERENCE 2011 -1,000.00
TOTAL MSGS EXPENSES
TOTAL MSGS INCOME

960.85
3,573.95

Gross Conference Income as of September 22, 2010 includes,
registration for activities, pins, t shirts, and meals.
Miscellaneous conference expenses include ink for name tags and
cash for state table, book frolic and registration desk.

Respectively submitted this 22nd Day of September 2010

Carol Woodley, Treasurer
421 South 13th Street, Livingston, MT 59047

1st Vice President’s Report
State Conference 2010

The Montana State Genealogical Society 2010 Conference in Lewistown is now history. We had 70
full registrations and lots and lots of books for the Book Frolic. The speakers were well received by
those attending. The program “Trails Across Kansas” by Mary Clement Douglass received the most
accolades.
The talk by John Foster about the mines at Kendall was very interesting as were the programs by
Tom Wojtowick and Shirley Barrick. The census talk by Ellen Booth, Judy Cohen and Jason Herman
provided a lot of data and history of the Federal Census process. I want to thank each and every
one of them for coming forward and sharing their information with everyone there.
The Central Montana Society members and their President, Marilyn Lewis did a great job in helping
in so many ways to keep things going so smoothly and their baking skills are the very best. Thanks
again for providing so many wonderful cookies. Thanks also to Broken Mountain Society for their
unique table decorations on Saturday.

State Conference 2011

2011 Conference will be in Kalispell at the Hilton Garden Inn, September 22, 23, 24, 2011. The theme
will be “Gathering Lost Leaves”. More to come!

Verba Valentine
MSGS 1st Vice President

3

MSGS Library News
The MSGS Library is located on the
2nd floor of the Lewis & Clark Public Library
120 South Last Chance Gulch in Helena
From Karen Huck, Librarian:

Al Stoner and Del Harris attended the seminar “Connecting to Collections” in Butte October 7.
This is a project bringing up-to-the-minute preservation training to staff and volunteers from
Montana’s libraries, archives, historical societies, local governments, and museums. The presenters
were Tom Clareson and Leigh Grinstead of LYRASIS speaking about preservation risks and
responsibilities, low-cost/no-cost environmental solutions, and sources for funding preservation
projects. They also filled out a Connecting to Collections Statewide Survey designed to collect
data from Montana’s 500+ cultural institutions to identify preservation needs and develop a
statewide preservation plan.
Karen Huck attended the Montana Shared Catalog meeting in Great Falls October 7 & 8th. On
Thursday afternoon she took a reports class. Thursday evening she attended a dinner with other
librarians to discuss problems and solutions for libraries. Friday she attended the general meeting in
the morning and the afternoon she listened to a representative from OCLC (online computer library
catalog) and their new developments and where they plan to go in the future with “Cloud
Computing”.
A brochure has been developed for the library. When planning a trip out of state for research,
we would love to have you take them with you to introduce our library to other genealogists.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN HOSTING A STATE CONFERENCE
At Lewistown, several of you expressed interest in having a conference at your hometown, but were
concerned as to just what was involved on the local level. Hopefully the following will help explain the
process.
The MSGS First Vice President handles all the details such as, booking of the conference site, speaker(s),
registration of attendees, actual conference program and hotel contacts.
If possible a local society chairperson is appointed to coordinate with the MSGS 1st VP. The local societies
provide members to help during the actual conference at the registration table and ticket takers at the
meals. Hostess help at the evening get together is appreciated along with cookies or some type of food
items for the attendees to enjoy. Usually the local group provides table decorations for the meals.
However, since each conference has three meals, they can easily be divided between more than one
society. The cost of the table decorations is the only expense of the local society.
This involves those societies who have a small membership both on the site level and assistance level.
Most of the time and labor needed to produce a conference is provided by the State Society, but we do
need extra help during the actual conference and helping out is a great way to provide an essential
service without a large commitment. If there is a society who would like to help possibly with the
decorations, offering to have a couple of people available to hand out door prizes or to take meal
tickets, or help in any other way that they are comfortable in doing so it would be appreciated.
The 2011 conference will be in Kalispell. Since there is not an active society there, it provides an excellent
opportunity for those clubs who don’t want to commit to a full conference in their hometown to help out.
So, if any of you would be willing to help with decorations or in any other way suggested above I would
be very happy to hear from you.
If your society would like to host a state conference please contact me. We are trying to branch out to
areas in the state that might have potential members or would be interested in beginning a society and
any input you might have would be appreciated.
Verba Valentine, MSGS 1st Vice President
blgsmarket@aol.com
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Highlights from
the
2010 Conference
At Lewistown
Awards
This year’s recipient of the Anna May Hanson
Award is Carol Woodley of the Park County
Genealogical Society. She is pictured to the left
of presenter Loretta Chapman.
The Huntsman Award was presented at this
year’s conference.
Established to honor a
business, entity, or person not affiliated with a
genealogical society, the award was given to
the Lewistown Public Library. In the future, this
will be awarded as the Al Huntsman Award.

Marilyn Lewis, 2010 Conference Chair and
President of the Central Montana Genealogy
Society, honors Lily Zwolle. Lily, also a member of
the Central Montana Society served as MSGS
President in its first years and was very
instrumental in establishing the State Society.

Congratulations to the Raffle Winners:
Linda Lee Holmes: A Basket FULL of Office Supplies (donated by Shirley Rogers)
Verba Valentine: A Cemetery Kit (donated by Judy Cohen)
Pat Ludwig: A Year’s Subscription to footnote.com
Fern Kauffman: A Free Night’s Stay at the Crystal Inn in Salt Lake City
Karen Huck: A Free Week’s Stay at the Carlton Hotel in Salt Lake City
$220.00 was collected through this Raffle to help finance future MSGS projects!
And congrats to Shirley Rogers for wearing her LEWISTOWN CONFERENCE PIN & winning
the drawing for a free pin of the KALISPELL CONFERENCE.
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MSGS 1st Vice President
Verba Valentine (on the
left) receives praise for her
excellent organization of
the Lewistown Conference
from national speaker,
Mary Clement Douglas.

Thanks to our generosity, $265.00 was collected & sent to the effort to digitize
the War of 1812 Pension Applications held by the National Archives!
For more information about this worthwhile cause, see “Preserve the Pensions” on
the Federation of Genealogical Societies Website: www.fgs.org
We would love to be able to publish
your Society’s News.
Please submit items to Shawna at
smv2222@bresnan.net

At each conference, MSGS includes an evaluation sheet with the attendee’s Registration Packets.
In the past, this has only focused on the conference. However, this year a second evaluation sheet
was included concerning all aspects of MSGS. The overwhelming theme of those returned is that
people want more society reports published in the Roundup. A major purpose of our newsletter is
to inform all the local societies of each other’s activities so that we can learn from each other.
Hopefully we will have many more reports in our next issue which will be published in January 2011.

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum

In July the Forum had its annual Ice Cream Social. Members bring various flavors of ice cream,
toppings, and cookies. The subject of the program was “Mennonite Research in Pennsylvania”. Sydney
Gabel, a Forum member, attended a conference in Pennsylvania then conducted some personal
research in the area.
In August, the Clerk of District Court, Carol Muessig, from Yellowstone County was the speaker. There
was a good exchange of information between the speaker and Forum.
In September, the program was on “Freemasonry.” Clint Frank of Billings discussed what Freemasonry
is and helped to dispel some misconceptions about the organization. Records are open to the public.
The Forum’s main project for this year is recording information on Beth Aaron Cemetery in Billings. We
have taken photos of the headstones and written down the epitaphs. Now we are collecting the
obituaries. Our purpose is to post this information on the free website Find A Grave.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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DOWSING

(Extracted from a paper by Brenda Marble)
In the July 2010 Issue of The Roundup, & during
Society Reports at Saturday’s luncheon, Mary
Pitch reported that the Lewis & Clark County
Society had enjoyed an outing this summer
where they went to a cemetery & practiced
Dowsing. By popular request, the following is a
summary of how the process works. Have Fun &
Test It Out! As Mary stated, this makes a great
Society Outing!

Dowsing is an age-old art that has been used for centuries to locate water, graves, etc.
I first learned about grave dowsing from a fellow volunteer at the Cass County Historical
Society while working on “The Cemetery Project”. Since that time, I have conducted
several of my own experiments involving dowsing & researched different theories. I still
don’t know the answer as to just exactly why this technique works, but I can “assure”
you that it does work and has been proven in the field.
Making Dowsing Rods: The method I recommend is to (1) start with 2 metal coat
hangers, cut them at the neck just before they join to form the hook of the hanger; (2)
straighten each hanger, trying to get them as straight as possible w/o bends; (3) then
make a 90° bend at one end, for the handles which should be about 3-4 inches long.
This allows for a light handle grip that keeps the handle from obstructing movement.
Basic Dowsing Technique: (1) Hold the rods lightly in your hands, with elbows at your
waist (at a 90° angle) and with your forearms parallel to the ground. The rods should be
held straight out, they also should be parallel to the ground and parallel to each other.
(2) DO NOT place your thumbs over the bend of the handle, as this will restrict the rod’s
movement. (3) DO NOT grip the handles too tightly, only just enough to keep the rods
parallel. (4) Approach a suspected gravesite walking very slowly; (5) if a body is
present, the rods will cross in front of you when you are over the grave, and when you
step off the grave they will uncross.
Practice: Go to a cemetery with marked graves & practice. Everyone develops a
slight variance in their technique & just because something works for one person, it
doesn’t mean it will work exactly the same way for you. For some, this method will not
work at all, but we have found that it does work for about 90% of the people.
Cemetery Layouts: Most cemeteries in the U.S. bury their dead in a Christian manner,
i.e., where bodies are buried with their heads to the west & feet to the east. It is very
important to remember this, as the layout of the body will later help you determine the
gender of the person & help determine if the burial ground contains human remains.
(Continued on Next Page)
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DOWSING, Continued
Determining Approximate Age/Height: Start your dowsing at the foot of the grave &
walk its length. The rods will cross & remain crossed until you reach the other end at
which time they will uncross when you step off of the body. Count your steps (heel to
toe) as you walk the body. 1 to 2 steps indicates an infant, 2-3 steps a toddler, 3-4 steps
a child, 5 a teenager or short adult, 6 an adult, and 7 a tall adult. Once again, this is
where practicing with marked graves helps perfect your technique.
Determining Gender: There are two methods to determine the gender of a buried
person. The first one can give a false reading depending on whether the undertaker
buried the person correctly; the second method has so far proven to be foolproof. It is
VERY important to use both methods when determining whether a burial site contains
human remains.
Method #1 (Overhead): Standing over the center of a grave, hold one rod
overhead at 90° to the grave. The rod will swing around & point to the feet of a
male or the head of a female. We do not yet know the scientific reason for this,
but can only guess that each gender is polarized to the earth differently. Note:
You may get a false reading if the person was buried backwards, so Method #2
must be used as a confirmation.
Method #2 (One Finger): Standing over the center of a grave, balance the
handle of one rod on your index finger, letting the rod hang straight down
motionless, 1-2 inches above the ground/grass. It will slowly begin to make a
circular motion. It will rotate clockwise for a male & counterclockwise for a female.
No matter how the body is positioned in the grave, this method will indicate the
correct gender. This method can also be used when more than one person is
buried in one coffin or grave. In this case, you will have to go over the entire
length of the grave using the One Finger Method. If there is a break between
bodies or a difference in gender, the rod will swing in a pendulum motion and then
resume a circular motion. This is good to use when an infant is buried with their
mother, etc. Combining the two methods (Overhead & One Finger) will help
determine human or animal remains. Animals will also register gender, but it is
unlikely that they will all be buried in a Christian manner. So, if you find several
burials, use the gender methods to determine the layout of the bodies. If all heads
are to the west and the one-finger method agrees with the overhead method,
then most likely you have found human remains.
Locating An Unmarked Cemetery or Grave: It is best to walk in a north/south direction
in order to pick up a grave pattern. Usually graves will be separated by 2-3 feet. We
find that it is about 2-3 heel to toe steps between each grave. If you find that a pattern
develops, you most likely have found a cemetery. Go back to the last grave crossed
and walk east and west until you are no longer locating graves. By the time you have
completed a square, you’ll have a good idea of the perimeters of the cemetery. A
symmetrical layout of the burials is your first clue that the remains are most likely human
and not animal.
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The Roundup accepts submissions of historical and genealogical
interest that have a Montana connection. Examples include, but are
not limited to, brief family or town histories, Church or Court Records,
Cemetery transcriptions, Newspaper abstracts, Bible Records, Letters,
descriptions of holdings and hours of Research Facilities within the
state, and instate attractions of historical interest.
Photos may also be accepted if some type of written description of
the photo’s content accompanies them.
All submitted materials must include a cover letter from the submitter
giving Montana State Genealogical Society permission to publish.
Questions, proposed articles and photos may be sent electronically to Shawna Valentine.
The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any submitted material, as well as the right to edit copy.

Granite Montana
By Pat Ludwig

A little known Ghost town, Granite, is located just
a few miles up the hill from Phillipsburg. In 1890
she was known at the “Silver Queen” and
boasted a population of 3,000 miners and their
families and the supporting merchants. Before
1880 a fellow named Charles McLure had
discovered this rich vein of silver ore and
immediately went back to his home town of St.
Louis Missouri and secured investor to develop the
claim under the name of St. Louis and Montana
Mining Company.
Shortly thereafter another
company followed his footsteps and opened the
Bi Metallic Mining Company.
The margin of success or failure in this development was a narrow one. The St. Louis investors soon
determined they would risk no more. But because of a severe blizzard, the relay of messages stopping
the operation were held up and during that hold up the rich lode at Granite was discovered and the
investors were paid over $100,000 a month for a period of ten years.
My great grandfather was sent to Granite as one of the foremen of this Bi Metallic Company and
shortly sent for the rest of his family including a wife and four young children. My grandmother was the
oldest of these four. They proceeded to have four more children in the following years.
What is incredible about this in my mind is the conditions this young socialite from Pennsylvania who
married her sweetheart and moved first to Missouri and then to this hilltop mining camp as she continued
to bear children and keep house. The houses themselves were thrown together on the steep hillside with
those on the outside of the roads balanced with stilt like structures. It was extremely cold up there in the
Montana mountains and no extra conveniences were readily available.
This family lived and mined from 1879 until 1906 when the profits dried up, not because the silver was not
there but because the value of silver starting a steep decrease after the election of 1896 when silver
ceased to be money metal and soon it was worth very little.
In the meantime my grandmother finished her schooling up on the mountain and was chosen as one
of the teachers at a very young age based on her
98% scores in school. This fun loving community was
known for its friendliness and generous hospitality.
She taught until she met my grandfather who was a
salesman servicing this area and her tenure was
terminated, because in those days one could not
teach and be married and certainly not bear
children. My father was born just a year after they
married in Philipsburg and for that reason I have
walked the streets of both Philipsburg and the ghost
town Granite where at one time there were not any
nights as the mines operated at full speed, 24 hours a
day. At the peak there were four fine churches, a
union hall, and many businesses.
The only
recognizable building at this time is a part of the
Union Hall, but one can see where houses were as
well as some of the businesses.
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Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602

Now Available

Volume III
of the First Families & Early Settlers of Montana
Honoring First Family Ancestors who were in Montana before statehood
on 8 November 1889 and those Early Settlers who were in Montana
from 9 November 1889 to 31 December 1929, Volume III is complete
with many individual photographs, data and stories of the families that
first shaped our state. Containing over 50 First Families and over 130
Early Settlers, this volume provides valuable insight into life during the
early years of Montana. From those who first came in to mine or to
bring cattle and supplies to the miners, to the Homesteaders &
entrepreneurs of the early 1900’s, each has their own experience that
collectively chronicles our unique heritage. From all four corners of the
state and most places in between, this publication of the Montana
State Genealogical Society truly represents the early Montana
experience.

Copies of previous volumes are also available. Orders should be sent to:
First Families of MT Orders
44 Wonder Road
Clancy, MT. 59634
Volume I

$22.50 + $4.50 postage per Book
Volume II
$30.00 + $6.00 postage per Book
Volume III
$22.50 + $4.50 postage per Book
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