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President’s Message 
Knowing we would be full of inspiration from 

the classes and genealogically charged 
atmosphere of the MSGS Conference in Missoula 
last month, we came prepared to do something 
research related on the drive home.  And what 
better activity on a beautiful Fall Sunday than to 
explore a cemetery!  So, we stopped at the 
Hillcrest Cemetery in Deer Lodge and began 
looking for my 4th Great Grandmother’s Brother’s 
Grandson, William Fordyce.  Nowhere is it written 
that one may only look for close relatives! 

Upon our arrival we found two other cars with 
five people doing just what we were there for.  
They had a specific goal in mind, but didn’t 
know where they might find the answer.  Divided 
to conquer, they each went up and down the 
rows looking at each marker as they went.  
Eventually triumphant shouts of “I found it!” were 
accompanied by enthusiastic arm waving as 
the woman tried to catch the attention of the 
gentleman that was searching not far from me.  I 
saw & heard her before he did, and mentioned 
to him that it looked like she had success.  His 
reply – “Too bad they don’t leave a forwarding 
address!” 

To me it seemed as this response was too 
one-dimensional.  Undoubtedly he was referring 
to the lack of a physical plot map, but personally 
it seems like our ancestors do leave forwarding 
addresses.  Through our research we discover 
those who have come before us and although 
we may never have had the chance to talk to 
face to face with them, their lives once again 
develop a tangible significance with a specific 
address within our trees.   

Now if it was just possible for the post office to 
actually deliver letters between us and the 
departed…..think of the possibilities! 

Have fun making actual connections with the 
past,  

               Shawna Valentine, President 

mailto:sv2findthepast@gmail.com
mailto:blgsmarket@aol.com
mailto:JCRSAR@q.com
mailto:melliottjr@aol.com
mailto:cvwoodley@msn.com
mailto:mmpmep@earthlink.net
mailto:bubbles@itstriangle.com
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                                    Summary of the 22 September 2016 
MSGS Board Meeting 

 
President Shawna Valentine called the meeting to order.  Those 

present were Shawna Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, 
Carol Elliott, Terry Atwood, Mary Pitch, Karen Huck, Fern Kauffman, 
Pat Ludwig, Betty Marshall and Marilyn Lewis.  The minutes of the July 
board meeting were approved.  Treasurer Terry Atwood reported the 
checking account balance of $8,937.28 and the savings account 
balance of $24,066.32. 

  First Vice President Verba Valentine updated the Board on 2016 conference registrations.  Final 
attendance and costs will be reported at the October board meeting.  The western Montana location 
has drawn a good number of attendees from Washington State.  Verba also acknowledged the support 
from Fort Missoula for opening the historic site to accommodate the optional Sept 22 tour by conference 
attendees.  The Board decided to buy a handheld mike for use in future conferences instead of renting 
one each year.   
  Second Vice President Shirley Rogers reviewed the conference raffle prizes she has received from 
Ancestry.com, Fold3.com, Newspapers.com, MyHeritage.com and Findmypast.com.  She reported that 
no nominations were received for the Anna Mae Hanson or the Al Huntsman Awards. 
  Mary Pitch, Registrar, reported that MSGS currently has 16 active local societies and a total of 689 
members.  Bitterroot Genealogical Society (Hamilton) paid their 2016 MSGS dues but has since disbanded 
as a society.  Fort Assiniboine Genealogical Society (Havre) no longer belongs to MSGS. 
  Shirley Rogers represented MSGS at the 2016 Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) Conference 
in Springfield, Illinois, Aug 31 – Sept 3, 2016.  She set up a very popular Montana State table with 
information on the First Families and Early Settlers program as well as Montana’s local societies.  FGS 
announced that they have raised enough money to complete digitizing the War of 1812 pension files.  For 
a new project, FGS has partnered with the National Park Service’s Palo Alto Battlefield National Park to 
develop a free searchable database on the 130,000 soldiers of the US-Mexican War.   
  Karen Huck, Librarian, updated the Board on ongoing library projects including shipping additional 
genealogy-related newsletters to the periodical archives at the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  The library needs a new backup external hard drive.  The board agreed to share the cost with 
the Lewis and Clark County Genealogical Society. 
  Fern Kauffman reported that MSGS has received 13 First Families and 4 Early Settlers applications since 
Volume IV was published.   
  Betty Marshall notified the board that the Nominating Committee has nominated for reelection the 
following:  Shawna Valentine for President; Verba Valentine for First Vice President; and Terry Atwood for 
Treasurer. 
  Pat Ludwig, Historian, distributed a list of MSGS officers elected to each position since 1989 for review 
and update by the board. 

The next board meeting will be Saturday, October 22, at 10:00 AM at St. Paul’s Methodist Church in 
Helena, Montana. 
                                                              Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary  

 
 

Summary of the MSGS Annual Meeting 
24 September 2016 

 
The following officers were reelected by acclamation:  Shawna Valentine, President (5th term); Verba 

Valentine, First Vice President (5th term); and Terry Atwood, Treasurer (3rd term).  
 President Shawna Valentine reported the status of the County Resources Project.  Over the past year, 

the Board developed and tested a standardized form to be filled out by each county on the availability 
and location of records useful for genealogical research.  Nonstandard responses and the lack of MSGS 
presence in 70 percent of Montana’s counties prompted members to vote to terminate the project.  
MSGS will investigate potential links to existing sources on county records. 
                                                              Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary  
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The 2016 Conference in Review 
 

The 2016 Conference had lower attendance than previous 
conferences but was very well received by those in attendance.  
The speakers were excellent and provided a lot of pertinent 
information for everyone to use when working on their 
genealogy.  Judy Russell and Amy Johnson Crow are very good 
together and their subjects seemed to blend together to 
provide great coverage of the published topics. 

Members attending liked the hotel setting.  I doubt if we will 
ever get the heat right for everyone but will keep trying.  The 
question was asked if we tried to have the conference on a 
different weekend from the Montana Historical Society 
Conference.  Yes, we have been working with representatives 

from the MHS for a couple of years but neither group is able to move to another weekend.  
However we have agreed to keep trying. 

Western Montana Genealogical Society members did a fabulous job of helping out during 
conference and their centerpieces were beautiful.  The work that was put in on the ornaments 
was appreciated by everyone.                            Submitted by Verba Valentine, 1st Vice President 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy 
Johnson Crow 
addresses the 

crowd 

 
 
 
 
 

Judy 
Russell 

in action. 
 

By the way, the answer 
to How Old Did He 
Have to be is her 
favorite answer –  
     “It Depends!” 
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Raffle Prizes and Drawing Winners: 
Early Bird Drawing: Bridget Wanderer 
2017 Billings Pin Drawing Winner: Shelley Green  
Ancestry DNA Kit: Patty Crum 
Fold3.com & Newspapers.com  
  2 - 1 year subscriptions:  
         Jenn Vieth and Earline Oset 

MyHeritage.com Subscription:  Charlotte Brooks 
Findmypast.com (1 year subscription):   
        Melanie McCleary 
Ancestry.com & Ancestry Academy  
   2 - 6 month Subscriptions:  
         Elizabeth Guevin & Pamella Solwey 
 
 

 
Oldest Tote Bag: 

Four members had the oldest tote bag, which was from the 
“Signposts” Conference held in Deer Lodge in 1996.  No one could 
remember a tote bag even existing for a conference before that.   
A drawing between the four declared Terry Atwood as the winner. 

  
 

 
 

Book Frolic 
Thank you to all who donated items for our Book Frolic.  We had a tremendous selection this year – 

enough to fill 14 Tables!!  The Society made $ 745.50 from the sales and participants went home with 
MANY useful additions to their own libraries. 

 
In Memoriam 

The following members who had passed this year were remembered in the Memorial Service 
 produced by Judy Cohen at the Friday evening Banquet: 

 
Dixie Boland, John Birkholz, & Roger Licini of the Great Falls Genealogy Society 
    Joan Toole & Oyer Morgan of the Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society 
        Margaret Seilstad & Peter Quiring of the Central Montana Genealogy society 
            Maurice Helterline of Western Montana Genealogical Society 
                Shirley Westlund of the Dawson County Tree Branches 
                    James Robert Dean of the Park County Genealogical Society  
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MSGS Library Report 
Submitted by Karen Huck, MSGS Librarian 

 

Twelve boxes of books were donated by Larry Mylnechuk to the Montana State Genealogical Library 
at the conference.  One of the series of books is a rather rare copy of "Records of the Colony of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations in New England.    The first volume is from 1636 to 1663 and was 
published in 1856.   After listening to Judy Russell at the conference I thought I would share the law with 
you about marriage from page 187. 
 

Marriage. 
"It is agreed, and ordered by this present Assemblie, for the preventing of many evills and 
mischiefs that my follow theron, that no contract or agreement between a Man and a Woman 
to owne each other as Man and Wife, shall be owned from henceforth threwout the Whole 
Colonie as a lawfull marriage, nor their Children or Issue so coming together to be legitimate or 
lawfullie begotten, but such as are, in the first place, with the parents, then orderly published in 
two severall meetings of the Townsmen, and lastly confirmed before the head officer of the 
Towne, and entered into the Towne clerk's Booke.   And that man that goes contraire to this 
present Ordiance established shall forfeit five pounds to the parents of the Maid, and be bound 
to his good behaviour; and all the accessories shall forfeit five pounds a man, halfe wherof shall 
go to the grieved parents and the other halfe to the Towne." 

 
Moving Forward to the 2017 Conference 

The next conference will be in Billings September 22, 23, 24, 2017 at the Big Horn Resort and 
Conference Center.  Room rates will be $89.00 king or two beds.  The theme will be “Moving 
Forward Thru the Past.”  Speakers contracted for this conference are: 
 
Thomas W. Jones writes and speaks frequently on genealogical methods with broad 
application across geographic areas, time periods, and levels of expertise. He is known for 
meaty lectures benefiting genealogist of all experience levels.  Audiences typically leave his 
lectures understanding that genealogical research can be more challenging than they had 
thought, but also that it can be much more fun.  Mr. Jones will be speaking on the following 
topics:   

Five Ways to Prove Who Your Ancestor Was 
Going Beyond the Bare Bones: Reconstructing Your Ancestor’s Lives 

Inferential Genealogy: Deducing Ancestors’ Identities Indirectly 
Solutions for Missing and Scarce Records 

 
CeCe Moore, Your Genetic Genealogist.  CeCe is an independent professional genealogist 
working as the genetic genealogy consultant on “Finding Your Roots” with Henry Louis Gates.  
She has a leadership role in creating educational resources for the genetic genealogy 
community and is a frequent national presenter.  She was a teacher for the first weeklong, 
intensive genetic genealogy course at a Genealogical institute at GRIPitt (LaRoche College) 
and the first DNA course at the highly-respected institute, IGHR (Samford University). She also 
taught/co-coordinated portions of two genetic genealogy courses (Beginner and Advanced) 
at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy.  Her topics are: 

The Power of DNA: Genetic Genealogy Basics 
Autosomal DNA: Discovering Your Ancestors in You 

Who Am I: Ethnicity Estimates 
Genetic Genealogy Case Studies 

 
More details to follow. 
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PRESERVE THE WAR OF 1812 PENSIONS PROJECT FULLY FUNDED! 
 
This summer, the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) announced the entire amount needed to 

fund the Preserve the Pension project has been raised.  This project will digitize over 7.2 million pages of 
pension records from the War of 1812.  The digitized images are posted on fold3.com as a free 
searchable database as they are completed.  During the summer of 2014, MSGS announced that the 
state organization would match up to $500 for contributions to the FGS project.  What a tremendous 
response!  Local societies and individual MSGS members made contributions in addition to donations 
collected during the 2014 MSGS Conference for a total of $1201.00.  MSGS added $500 in matching funds 
to the donation.  At the end of the 2014 Conference, President Shawna Valentine presented a 
contribution check for $1701.00 to Curt Witcher, one of the conference speakers and a FGS board 
member.  With matching funds from FGS and ancestry.com, Montana’s genealogy community 
generated $6,804.00 for this worthy project.   
 
 
 
 
 

Expansion Project of the Montana Historical Society Likely to 
be on the 2017 Montana Legislative Agenda 

 
 As many of you are probably aware, for the past several years the Montana Historical Society (MHS) 
has pursued support and funding for their Montana Heritage Center project.  They plan to continue to 
move this project forward in the 2017 Legislative Session.  MSGS shares their vision of the need to protect 
Montana’s historical records and to provide access to them.   Consequently we would like to take this 
opportunity to make our membership aware of the history of the project.  The following is part of a letter 
from Bruce Whittenberg, Director of the Montana Historical Society addressed to MSGS and dated 24 
June 2016: 

The Montana Heritage Center project “would allow improvement in Montana Historical 
Society programs, better access to collections by all Montanans and visitors and help alleviate 
serious deficiencies in the condition of our 65 year old building.  The Montana Heritage Center 
has been long sought by the people of Montana.  Let me provide a little historical perspective: 
 In March of 1923, the Eighteenth Legislative Assembly established the Montana Pioneers 
Historical Fund for the purpose of constructing a permanent home for the Historical Society of 
Montana on the Capitol grounds.  This created a means for accepting private contributions and 
bequests, but lobbying for state funds continued for decades.  It was in 1949, at the urging of 
Gov. John Bonner, that the Legislature put the final funding in place to begin construction of the 
Veteran’s and Pioneers Memorial Building, the current home of the Montana Historical Society.  
The Montana Heritage Center project was first authorized by the 2005 Legislature and provided 
with $7.5 million in bonding authority.  Subsequent funding has not been forthcoming. 
 Great vision and important projects often take time to come to fruition.  That’s why we persist.  
Your 151-year old Montana Historical Society is too important and institution to the people of 
Montana to not move our vision for the Montana Heritage Center forward.” 
 

Unfortunately, adequate funding and a safe facility is necessary to ensure that our historical records 
are preserved and that the MHS has adequate funding to cover the administrative costs necessary to 
ensure they remain available to the public.  This is an issue that affects all of that care about preserving 
Montana’s Heritage. 
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What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 

 
 

 
 

Beaver Head Hunters – Dillon  
 
Summer has finally drawn to a close, and the Head Hunters had their first fall meeting in September. 

Everyone is busy this time of year so only five members were able to attend.  There was discussion about 
the conference, which was only a few days off. Several members were donating door prizes, and five 
books were donated to the Book Frolic. 
 The summer outing to Glendale was a pleasant day to enjoy the beauty of Montana, as well as man-
made objects such as the kilns. The members who attended enjoyed the drive and seeing the kilns, as 
well as a relaxing picnic at the home of Carla and Ben Andrus. It was a wonderful way to end the 
summer season. 
 September was our last month to help visitors in the research room of the museum. We helped quite a 
few people from out of town, but not as many as other years. We also help quite a few people who send 
in queries, so we are always helping someone. A recent query seemed impossible in the beginning, but in 
the end we were able to find the missing grandfather of the requester. He had left home when his baby 
was only 20 months old, and was never seen again. Research by two of our members found him in Lima. 
He had been a sheep herder, and he died at Barrett hospital. We were able to send her the death 
certificate, obituary, photo of his tombstone, and information such as his parent's and brother's names, 
date and place of birth, and other miscellaneous information. The granddaughter was thrilled to get this 
much information, and it always makes us feel good to help someone. 
We are looking forward to another year of successful searching, and will hope that each of us will find at 
least one new ancestor. 

Submitted by Pat Darling, BHH Liaison 
 
 

Broken Mountains Genealogical Society – Chester  
 
BMGS had their quarterly meeting this week and we started with roll call with a "skeleton in our closet":  

Some of the stories were very interesting and one member had several she wanted to tell about so that 
made up for anyone not having anything to share.  Always interesting stories.  During the meeting we 
had reports and discussions about the recent State Conference held in Missoula. Pat will share photos 
with the group when they get here. 
 We then looked at ongoing projects and tried to decide what we wanted to work on this year. We 
decided o partner with the Museum in digitalizing our volumes of misc. books donated to us and the 
library that are about the communities in our area.  A former member had put several together and there 
is a wealth of information in each one of them that is not well known.  We decided to have a special 
meeting in the near future when it is convenient for the Museum’s archive person.  Since this probably will 
entail many hours of typing we will seek more help from local RSVP volunteers and some of our members 
will organize the material into more readable notebooks.  This should be a productive project as well as 
giving those members working on the other projects freedom to continue with those. 
 Our next regular meeting will be in December and we will be looking for ways to entice new members. 

 
Submitted by Pat Ludwig, BMGS Liaison 
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Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society – Butte 
 
Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society continues to meet the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm at 

the Butte-Silver Bow archives. Our membership remains small, but we have a good core group. Programs 
presented during the past year included: 2015 State meeting review, 1916 Easter uprising, draft 
registrations, coroner’s reports, French ancestry, French-Canadian research, Black Sheep family 
members, Ancestry DNA, and free books available online.  

Our members continue to volunteer at the Archives, assisting with scanning and indexing projects. 
Member JoAnn Piazzola was recently awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from the Department of 
Defense Vietnam War Commemoration for her work on preparing the 50th anniversary Vietnam War 
display at the Archives. The certificate was presented during the annual Continental Congress of the 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington, DC. 
Members also continue to work on Find-A-Grave postings and photo requests. 

 
Submitted by Laura Lee Holmes, BSBGS Liaison 

 

Gallatin County Genealogical Society – Bozeman  
 
After a three-month summer break, the Gallatin County Genealogical Society started a new 

membership year in September.  In August, the Executive Board met and outlined programming for the 
upcoming year.  The board decided to focus on research skills and the use of new technologies to 
enhance genealogy research and documentation.   

The September meeting included election of a new president, Steve Swinford, for the 2016-2017 
membership year.  All other officers were elected at the May 2016 meeting before the summer break.  
The board also polled members for topics and skills they would like help with in the coming year.  Carol 
Elliott gave a timely program on “Tips to Start Writing Family Narratives (or How to Stop Procrastinating!).  
She wanted to inspire members to go beyond the collection of data on ancestors and start writing their 
stories one paragraph at a time.  

Our amazing indexers continued their projects throughout the summer.  By October, they had listed 
another 17,000 records in our databases for a total of 182,000 indexed records online on the GCGS 
website. 

Karen Huck, Librarian of the Montana State Genealogical Library in Helena, gave an excellent 
program at the October meeting.  She provided members with a good overview of the resources 
available at the library as well as how to access them. 

 
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison 

 

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls  

 
It had to happen - summer 2016 is now history!   

 Summer was a busy time for our members, particularly our Society librarians.  We had a booth at the 
Farmer’s Market once a month, greatly increasing the awareness of people in our community to the 
existence of our Society.  A sign-up sheet at the booth gave us a whole new group of people to notify 
about this fall’s classes.   
 Our library seemed extra busy this summer with vacationing genealogists from many parts of the 
country.  Thankfully it wasn’t always as busy as the day that 27 patrons came seeking help with their 
research.  We just recently received a book published by a lady who found information on an ancestor 
while researching in our Society library. 
 We have made good use of the money donated for our Society’s 40th anniversary Montana Book Fund 
project.  The $3,447.95 that was raised has allowed us to add over 150 additional Montana books to our 
collection.  Work has also continued to try and complete our collections of yearbooks for Cascade 
County schools and Montana state colleges and universities. 
 Another project that started last year was assisting Sister Frances Porter inventory the archives of the 
Ursuline nuns held in Great Falls’ Ursuline Center.  Records cover the work of the sisters in Montana, Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington, and Alaska.  The inventory and reorganization is nearly complete.  Permission has 
been given for us to scan some of the records and that project will start soon. 
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Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls, continued  
 We have now launched into fall full stride!  Monthly Society meetings have resumed, the first one 
being a tour of our local Masonic Temple.   The first of our fall classes have been announced and will 
begin shortly.  In November we will have our annual meeting following our customary potluck dinner.  At 
this meeting we will swear in our officers for 2017 and announce our Volunteer of the Year award.  
 You are invited to stop by our Society library on the third floor of the Great Falls Public Library 
whenever you are in town.  There is always something new to see. 
 

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 

 
Lewis & Clark County Genealogy Society – Helena 

 
In August the Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society combined a trip to the Jefferson County 

Museum in Clancy with our annual potluck picnic. Our September meeting welcomed Alma Campbell 
from Australia who gave us a power point presentation as she told us about her family in Butte and the 
research she has been gathering in Montana, New York, California, Massachusetts & Oregon so that she 
can write the story of her family, but especially about her remarkable mother who was raised in Columbia 
Gardens. About 2 ½ years ago, Alma sent an e-mail to our MSGS/LCCGS Genealogy Library asking for 
information concerning her family in Montana. Karen Huck answered Alma’s query which was followed 
that July by a visit from Alma to Helena to do research! She also went to Butte where she did research in 
the Butte Archives. Since then Karen & Alma have continued to do research together.   This trip to the US, 
Karen took her to Missoula (with Mary Pitch as tour guide) where they were able to get her mother’s 
records from the University of Montana both from the alumni association and registrar's office that was 
able to give her a transcript.   This allowed her to be able to photograph the 2 houses where her mother 
lived while attending the U. The alumni association was able to give Alma all the addresses her mother 
lived for a number of years after she graduated from the University, a great help as she moved 24 times 
with addresses that included New York, Peru, Saudi Arabia, California, Oregon and points in between.  

 
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

 
Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings 

 
Ancestry is very popular for genealogy research.  But what are those documents that appear and why 

are your ancestors’ names in them?  P. J. Smith presented a program in which she answered those 
questions.  Ancestry Library is available free at the Billings Public Library and at the Family History Center.  

 Once a year the Forum discounts membership dues by $1.  This offer draws many members to that 
meeting, members pay dues to receive the discount, and the membership chair does not have as many 
members to e-mails/beg to pay their dues. 

 “What a Character” was the topic for a recent program.  Four members each talked about an 
ancestor and provided documentation to support their stories.  Laura Haefer’s ancestor was a Norwegian 
Civil War veteran with many different last names.  Louise LaRue’s great-grandfather left his family and 
ended up in Kansas.  Kay Cahill traces her family to 1649 Long Island and a house on the National 
Register of Historic Homes.  The great-great grandfather of P. J. Smith was an early settler in Montana 
Territory and had six wives. 

 The Forum meets on the 4th Tuesday of every month, except December, at 7 pm at 1711 6th Street 
West.  Billings has the only “Germans from Russia” club in Montana.  It meets on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 2 pm at 409 S. 36th St.  A genealogy club focused on computer usage meets on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month at 10 am at 1711 6th St. West.  Volunteers are in the Genealogy Room at Billings 
Public Library most weekday afternoons and on Thursday evenings.  

 
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 
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The Roundup accepts submissions of historical and genealogical 
interest that have a Montana connection.  Examples include, but are 
not limited to, brief family or town histories, Church or Court Records, 
Cemetery transcriptions, Newspaper abstracts, Bible Records, Letters, 
descriptions of holdings and hours of Research Facilities within the state, 
and instate attractions of historical interest.  Photos may also be 
accepted if some type of written description of the photo’s content 
accompanies them.  All submitted materials must include a cover letter 
from the submitter giving Montana State Genealogical Society 
permission to publish. 
Questions, proposed articles and photos may be sent electronically to 
Shawna Valentine.  The editor reserves the right to accept or reject any 
submitted material, as well as the right to edit copy. 
 

 

 
Charles Cleveland Cohen/Cohan: 

The Man Behind Our State Song 
 

Submitted by Laura Lee Holmes 
 

You may have never heard of Charles Cleveland Cohan. But if you are a Montanan, 
you know his words well. How did an evening out with friends for this son of Jewish 
immigrants impact generations of proud Montana residents? 

 
Charles (born Cohen) began life in Anaconda on May 18, 1884.  He was the fifth child, 

and middle son, of David Cohen and Rosalie Engel.  David was a prominent area 
businessman who was born in Exin, Germany (now Kcynia, Poland) in February of 1840, 
and moved to Glasgow, Scotland as a boy to be raised by an uncle. He spent some years 
in London, and emigrated to the southern United States about 1860. Several years later, he 
went to Cuba and acquired the post of customs inspector in Havana. When he returned 
to the US, he crossed the plains to Alder Gulch and was one of the lucky miners to hit it 
big, extracting a reported $80,000 in gold in his first year. The newly wealthy Cohen 
returned to Germany to tour the continent, and continued to make several trips across the 
ocean between his new home and old. On one of those European visits David met and 
married Rosalie Engel in Berlin. She and their young daughter followed him to the US in 
1873. 

 
In the late early 1880s, the Cohens moved to Deer Lodge, and then to Butte, before 

setting in Anaconda in 1883. He was reputed to have built the first brick building in that 
city. A merchant and respected civic leader, he was a member of the Montana Society 
of Pioneers and active in local politics. He died in 1910 and his funeral cortege train from 
Anaconda to Butte was hugely escorted by residents of both cities. 

 
David’s bride was also a force to reckon with. The strong-willed Jewish matriarch was 

visiting relatives in Berlin when World War I broke out and was convinced by the American 
ambassador, an acquaintance and the son-in-law of Marcus Daly, that it was time for her 
to return home. He arranged for her to depart through Holland. Unfortunately, the German 
government was not allowing the removal of any precious metal from the country, and 
Rosalie had packed her luggage with a number of silver family heirlooms she was anxious 
to take home with her. All bags were being searched at the border. She noted that those 
of the party of a U. S. Senator who had embassy credentials were passed without 
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opening, and when her turn came, declared herself a member of that party. She 
successfully smuggled her silver over the border, and the senator was so amused he took 
charge of her in the subsequent journey and saw her safely into the hands of her friends in 
New York. 

 
Although wealth brought advantages, and kindness many friends, the Cohen family 

was not without tragedy. Young daughters Gertrude and Ida both died in 1883 at the 
ages of 8 and 12 respectively.  Oldest daughter Anna, who married Leonard Katzenstein in 
1892, died in Billings at in 1903 at age 32.  

 
 While his brothers pursued careers in the mining industry, Oswald in assaying and 
management and Jesse as a mining engineer, Charles’s passion was for words. As a 
student at Anaconda High School he started a monthly magazine, “The Trail,” and served 
as columnist and editor-in-chief. This served as to foreshadow his career as a journalist. In 
1905, he was city editor for The Missoulian, but returned closer to home in 1906 to report 
and work as dramatic editor for The Butte Miner, where he soon became city editor. 
 
 On Sunday, September 25, 1910, Cohen and his friends attended a theater production 
for “The Goddess of Liberty” a musical by Broadway composer Joseph E. Howard. 
Following the play, they were entertained at the home of prominent Butte resident E. 
Creighton Largey and his wife Ursula. Ursula, a former actress, and a friend of Howard’s, 
asked him why he had included a song called “Illinois” in a play performed in Montana. 
She challenged him to produce a song about Montana. Cohen, the wordsmith in 
attendance, was also pressed in to duty. The two retired to the Largey’s music room and 
emerged 30 minutes later to perform their new song “Montana” to the acclaim of the 
gathering. 
 
 The song was performed later that week at a performance in Helena, where it 
reportedly garnered 12 encores and an invitation to an after performance gathering from 
Governor Edwin L. Norris. Norris asked to hear the new song one more time, and quickly 
proclaimed it the official State song, although it was not adopted by the Montana 
Legislature until 1945. That Friday the Black Eagle Band from Great Falls performed the 
song at the State to public accolades.  
 
 Most people don’t know that “Montana” has four verses, and know only the chorus that 
is sung at public gatherings and in school rooms throughout the State. Cohen and Howard 
donated all rights and proceeds for their composition to the Montana Shodair Children’s 
Hospital, which holds the copyright to this date.  
 
 Joe Howard continued his career as a successful Broadway producer and songwriter. 
He is remembered most for his songs “Hello Ma Baby” and “I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now.” Cohen, who changed the spelling of his name to Cohan, married Pearl Ellis 
Poznanski in Helena in 1913. In 1923, he moved on to Los Angeles, where he became the 
real estate editor for the Los Angeles Times. He continued to write stories and plays, and a 
novel about Butte, “Born in the Crucible.” He died in Los Angeles on April 4, 1969. He left 
no children, but thousands are still singing “M-O-N-T-ANA, Montana, I love you.” 
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