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As the leaves fall from the trees and warmth
of the summer is replaced by the chill of autumn,
I find it is time to reflect on what was
accomplished this year.
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Although MSGS has been involved in a
number of projects, perhaps the largest for the
year was the publication of Volume IV of the First
Families and Early Settlers of Montana. It was
unveiled at the September conference in Butte.
A lot of hard work went into this project, from
those submitting applications for their ancestors,
to Fern Kauffman processing those applications
to everyone involved scanning photos and
laying out the actual book.
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The 224 pages of this volume are packed with
83 First Family Entries (those in Montana before
statehood) and 156 Early Settlers (from
statehood to 31 December 1929).
Those
honored settled in all corners of the state – from
Plentywood to Corvalis, from Libby to Ekalaka,
and numerous locations in between. 204 have
at least one photo of the couple or the
individual – only 35 do not. Most have stories as
well, which really helps add flesh to the bones of
our ancestors.

Secretary: Carol Elliott
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Treasurer: Terry Atwood
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The combined index of all ancestors from
Volumes I, II, III, and IV has also been completed
and is now on the MSGS website.

Registrar: Mary Pitch

700 Grant, Helena, MT 59601
Phone: 443-3452
Email: marypitch60@yahoo.com
Elected: Sept. 2005 (6th term ends 2017)

If you would like to order this volume or any of
the previous volumes, an order sheet appears in
this issue. And if you missed out, MSGS will
publish Volume V and is currently accepting
applications. See our website montanamsgs.org
for details and application forms.

Past President: Betty Marshall
Box 476, Chester, MT 59522
Phone: 759-5627
Email: bubbles@itstriangle.com

Shawna Valentine, President
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Summary of the 17 October 2015
MSGS Board Meeting

The meeting was called to order. Those present were Shawna Valentine, Verba
Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry Atwood, Al Stoner, Fern Kauffman &
Marilyn Lewis. The minutes were read and approved. Terry Atwood reported
the checking account balance as $237.35 and the savings account balance
as $20,268.97. All conference bills and publication expenses for the First Families
and Early Settlers, Vol IV, have been paid.
Verba Valentine stated the 2015 conference in Butte was a success in many
ways with excellent speakers, good food, and ample space for all activities. She could not have asked for a better
group to work with than the staff of the Butte Chamber of Commerce and the Civic Center. Final conference
registration total was 119 people with 93 paying full registration. Several lower than expected expenses included
lower actual airfares for the two speakers, a lower speaking fee for one speaker, and returned fee from the dinner
speaker.
Verba also distributed an Evaluation Summary Sheet which summarized results from 83 conference evaluation
sheets. Overall, the attendees liked the speakers, topics and handouts. Overwhelmingly, they preferred national
speakers. Most attendees preferred a hotel setting with conference functions and accommodations within the same
venue. The Civic Center climate control was a significant problem and not resolved during the conference. These
evaluations will be reviewed in greater detail and help shape future conference planning.
Future Conferences: The 2016 MSGS Conference will be held in Missoula, September 22-24, at the Hilton Garden
Inn and will feature two national speakers. The 2017 MSGS Conference will be held in Billings, September 21-23, at the
Big Horn Resort & Conference Center.
Shirley Rogers reported good fund-raising results from the Butte conference. This year, fewer books were donated
for the Book Frolic but the quality was good and raised $717. The raffle generated another $411. Over $1,300 was
raised from the Book Frolic, raffle and State table sales.
As of September 23, 2015, MSGS has 18 local societies within the state and a total of 719 members from 21 states
and 2 Canadian provinces.
Al Stoner reported that 107 First Families and Early Settlers, Vol IV, books were sold at the 2015 MSGS Conference
for a total of 115 Volume IV books sold as of October 14, 2015. All four volumes are for sale on consignment at the
Montana Historical Society book store. Volume IV postcards will be mailed to libraries that have purchased previous
volumes and to the local societies not represented at the conference. Increased sales of earlier volumes have been
a pleasant surprise as some people decide to buy the entire set. Fern Kauffman announced that she already has
one approved entry for Volume V. Volumes I-III are copyrighted. The board directed payment to the Register of
Copyrights to copyright Volume IV.
Shirley Rogers reported that the next Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) Conference will be in Springfield,
Illinois, August 31- September 3, 2016. The board appointed Shirley to be our FGS delegate.
The next board meeting was set for Saturday, March 12, 2016, 10:00 AM, in Helena. Location will likely be the
public library.
Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary

At the MSGS General Meeting on 26 September 2015, the following MSGS officers were re-elected for
another two-year term: Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, and Mary Pitch, Registrar. Carol Elliott, Gallatin County
Genealogical Society, was elected Secretary for a two-year term.

The MSGS Officers for 2015-2016: (left to right) Betty Marshall, Past President; Carol Elliott, Secretary;
Verba Valentine, 1st Vice President; Terry Atwood, Treasurer; Mary Pitch, Registrar; Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice
President; and Shawna Valentine, President
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Anna Mae Hanson Award

The Anna Mae Hanson Award is given by the Montana State
Genealogical Society to an individual in acknowledgement for
their dedicated service to the genealogical community.

Tricia Thompson

of the Gallatin County Genealogical Society
is the 2016 recipient of the Anna Mae Hanson Award. This award is
given by the Montana State Genealogical Society at the Annual
Banquet to an individual in acknowledgement for their dedicated
service to the genealogical community.

Al Hunstman Award

The Al Huntsman Award is given by the Montana State
Genealogical Society in acknowledgement for dedicated service
to the genealogical community by a non-genealogist.
This year’s recipient is the

Liberty County Library in Chester, Montana
Pat Ludwig, Co-Chairman of the Broken Mountains Genealogical
Society in Chester accepted the award at the Annual Banquet from
MSGS 2nd Vice President, Shirley Rogers on the library’s behalf.

Raffle Prizes and Winners:

Early Bird Drawing ($75 refund of Conference Fees)
Gale Kramlick
1 Year Subscription to findmypast.com:
Jason Herman
1 Year Gold Subscription to mocavo.com:
Terry Atwood
1 Year Subscription to Fold3.com & Ancestry
Academy:
Mary Pitch
Archival Photo Album & Box:
Virginia Alderman
1 Year Subscription to Newspapers.com:
Kathy Patrick
Next Year’s Pin Drawing Winner:
Mary Pitch
The Oldest MSGS Shirt Contest:
Al Stoner, donning a Sweat Shirt from 1993

Anyone with photos of the 2015
Conference is encouraged to email
them to Pat Ludwig, MSGS Historian, at
7patld@itstriangle.com for inclusion in
the Conference’s Memory Book. Credit
will be given to the photographer.

Check out this site for LOTS of useful tools and information:
http://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/
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The 2015 Conference

had 119 attendees with both speakers doing a great job of providing eight very useful learning sessions.
Paul Milner was well received and provided very useful information for British Isles research.
The Book Frolic was a great success and many went home with useful resources.
Ceil Wendt Jensen provided us with information
on doing Polish research with a very informative
session on the Polish alphabet. Those who are
doing research on their Polish ancestors
appreciated the opportunity to learn of ways to
help them.
Even though many of us aren’t doing Poland
there were many pointers in her talk to help us in
our research.

The Beaver Head Hunters of Dillon and the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogical Society did a great job of
hosting the conference. The Head Hunter’s beautiful centerpieces were also very much appreciated.

Because of space requirements, we were forced to try a conference in a civic center. We are growing
and find we need more space than a lot of towns in Montana have available for our conference. Many
attendees appreciated the space and not being so crowded. Others preferred the comforts of a hotel
setting with convenient access to their hotel rooms. The Center heating system would not adjust to the
heat outside and the cold inside and this resulted in a cold room. I am sorry for any inconvenience this
caused. Next year we will be back in a hotel environment which should be more comfortable.
Conference Review Submitted by Verba Valentine, MSGS 1st Vice President
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Memorial Service

As we gather to enjoy the camaraderie of our fellow genealogists each year, we also pause at the
Annual Banquet to remember our members who are no longer with us. Since 2007, Judy Cohen has
ensured that our members who have passed since the previous conference are honored. Each year she
gathers names and researches for photos of the deceased. She develops a theme and coordinates
music with a self-designed power point presentation that dedicates individualized recognition for each
individual while combining them as part of our genealogical community. The result is a very moving
remembrance of our friends who are no longer with us. I want to thank Judy for her hard work and
dedication to this project. Her talents are very much appreciated by all. The following were
remembered this year:

In Remembrance

Elizabeth Larsen (Butte-Silver Bow Genealogical Society)
Lorraine McColly (Central Montana Genealogy Society)
Robert Lindgren (Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society)
Pauline Olson (Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society)
Ed Boland (Great Falls Genealogy Society)
John Inman (Great Falls Genealogy Society)
Erma Stinson (Great Falls Genealogy Society)
Henry Thies (Great Falls Genealogy Society)
Loretta Chapman (Park County Genealogical Society)
Helen Watterson (Yellowstone Genealogy Forum)

The Combined Index of All Ancestors that have been published in Volumes I, II, III,
and IV is now online at montanamsgs.org. Index is arranged by surname and women
are by their maiden name. It also indicates the volume in which they appear, if they
are a First Family or Early Settler, and their Certificate Number.
Order Form for First Families and Early Settlers of Montana Volumes
Date:
_____________________________________________________________
Name & Address: ________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Volume I
First printed in 2000
Volume II
First printed in 2005
Volume III
First printed in 2010

Just Released:
Volume IV

Price Each

Postage Per Book

$22.50

$4.50

$30.00

$6.00

$22.50

$4.50

$24.00

$5.00

Quantity

Total

Total: _________________________________________
Please make checks payable to MSGS (we do not accept credit cards).
For inquiries, contact Al Stoner at alasto@aol.com
Send orders with payment to:
First Families of Montana
44 Wonder Road
Clancy MT 59634
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What’s happening on the local level…

Beaver Head Hunters – Dillon
At one of the Beaver Head Hunters meetings this past year, we put together parts of the centerpieces
for the State Conference in Butte. It was a fun night visiting while our hands were busy. This summer we
went to the Grant-Kohrs Ranch in Deer Lodge for an outing. We enjoyed the history and stories the
guides told us. In August we had our Cemetery Walk that was again moved into the Depot Theater
because of stormy weather. It really is much better to do it at the cemetery, but it was a fun night even if
indoors.
Every weekday afternoon during the summer, we have volunteers who work at the museum to help
anyone who is researching in Beaverhead County. Some days are really busy, and some aren't. We not
only get questions about family members, but also about houses, car wrecks, cemeteries, and businesses,
just to name a few. Three of our members are working on transcribing the school census records. It was a
lot faster when we were doing the rural schools. Right now we are transcribing Lima and it is taking a lot
longer to get through as there are nearly 200 listed in each census year. Two members are busy helping
the Beaverhead County Museum get items cataloged. They are entering the info into PastPerfect and
anyone wanting to know what the museum has on a certain topic can search the data and see where
the items are located. We want to increase membership, so we try to get our name into the community
as much as possible. We helped put together a float for the Labor Day parade in Dillon, which took
second place in the adult category.
Our website has a surname search where you can enter a name and see the results from all the
indexes we have created: Dillon Tribune obits, Mountain View cemetery graves, marriages, naturalization,
school census, and the 1880, 1910, & 1930 censuses. There is always more to index, and as we get them
done, we add them to our website. So, if you have family in Beaverhead County, check our website. It is
linked to our Society Page on montanamsgs.org Or, if you are in the neighborhood the third Tuesday of
the month (September thru May) come and join our meeting.
Submitted by Carla Andrus, BHH President

Flathead Valley Genealogical Society – Kalispell
The Flathead Valley Genealogical Society took the summer off. We have been busy working on the
Conrad Cemetery/Findagrave project and to date have posted 1788 memorials and 1800 photos. We
have finished off two sections and almost have the third done. We also were able to have a
presentation on file management for your computer for Genealogical research, how to find books online
and the use of World Cat to bring books to our public library. The November meeting will consist of a
class on how to preserve our photos so that they are archived correctly and how to best preserve
documents. The Flathead County Montana GenWeb site, part of US Genweb, has grown significantly
and we have also had volunteers help to find several relatives in the area. We also now have a
facebook page for members of the society only where they can post information and ask questions
about research problems. Hopefully this will help our members find their ancestors.
Submitted by Vickie Rowley, FVGS Liaison
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society – Bozeman

After a three-month summer break, the society quickly focused on the September 2015 MSGS
Conference in Butte. Nearly one-third of the active membership attended the state conference and
celebrated with Trish Thompson as she was presented the Anna Mae Hanson Award in
acknowledgement for dedicated service in the genealogical community. Trish was instrumental in
reestablishing the local society in 2012 after its inactivation over 25 years ago. She led seven society
indexing projects which resulted in nearly 130,000 indexed records. For years, she has taught 8-week
introductory genealogy courses for the Bozeman Adult Education Program. As the Registrar for the local
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, she has worked numerous membership lineage
applications which doubled the chapter’s membership.
Index Project Update: We hope to finish indexing probated wills located at the Law and Justice
Center in Bozeman by the end of the year. Members have indexed 3,511 wills dated from 1896-1986, a
90-year span. When the project is completed, a new database will be established on the society’s
website where the indexed will records will be posted. Currently, the six online databases include
Divorces, Funeral Homes, Naturalizations, Obituaries, Newspaper Vital Records and Voter Registrations.
Members enjoyed two very timely program presentations this fall. In September, Jenn Vieth, the
society’s webmaster, presented a very informative program on Using Facebook for Genealogy. She
highlighted using genealogy websites such as familysearch.org and socialmediagenealogy.com to meet
other genealogy enthusiasts; organizing genealogy records using Evernote or the FamilyRoots Organizer
Color-Coding System of Mary E. V. Hill; creating your own family site on Facebook; and connecting with
long lost family by using blogs on Ancestry.com. Trish Thompson conducted the October program, Who Is
That Tick Mark? Using Early Census Records to Find Your Ancestors. Trish discussed the tabulation of the
1790-1840 U.S. Federal Censuses, the records that survive, and the questions that were asked during each
enumeration. She provided some great hints on how to work backwards from known named ancestors in
the 1850 U.S. Federal Census to find unnamed ancestors in the earlier censuses.
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls

We have had a great Fall – nine of our Society members attended the Butte Conference and enjoyed
the speakers thoroughly. Congratulations to the State Society for hosting such a successful event!
Great Falls Society will soon enter its 41st year; our 40th Anniversary Celebration this year has
emphasized the growth of Montana local histories in our GFGS Library. We have attempted to raise
$4,000.00 as a means to grow our Montana county history collection. Along the way we have also
counted in several in-kind donations of highly-desired county histories, courtesy of our members. We are
always on the look-out for new county histories and source materials—please let us know what is
available for purchase.
We finished the 2015 year with about 230 members; our 2016 membership drive is underway, and may
be similar. This year our Society also joined the Federation of Genealogy Societies, as a means to gain
expertise for our leadership and also to take advantage of discounts in various businesses and groups.
Two of our members attended FGS in Salt Lake City last February.
We currently have several large projects – we are making a second copy of all available Cascade
County Inquests, so that we have them onsite for our patrons. These were indexed for the County ten
years ago. We are presently finishing an Inventory (in cooperation with Ursuline Sister Frances Porter) of
the Ursuline Center Archives in Great Falls. This inventory has taken three volunteers several months, and
includes records, annals, and background information from missions across five western states—hard to
believe that so much is available right here! Other projects include Gary Goettel’s Cascade County
Inmates found in Deer Lodge Penitentiary records, and an indexing project concerning Chapel of
Chimes Mortuary Records (our Society was given these this past summer).
We recently purchased three new computers, as a means to better serve our patrons who want to use
online databases. Our Tech Committee is very active, and has also made sure we can be frequently
found on Facebook, where we post our weekly events and the like( find us there, and like us!). We are
offering more than ten different classes this fall and winter, with some of them offered on Sunday
afternoons. Thomson’s class on Critical Reading of Death, Marriage and Birth Certificates was popular,
with more than 20 enrolled across two workshop times. For workshop listings go to our web site, and also
to our Facebook Page. Our Fall Potluck in early November will feature the potential adoption of a new
Bylaw, GFPS’s Volunteer of the Year, GREAT FOOD, and the swearing in of new officers for the 2016 year.
Submitted by Janet Thomson, GFGS President
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Lewis & Clark County Genealogy Society – Helena

The Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society in Helena meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month
year round. Members are involved in staffing the Montana State/Lewis & Clark County Genealogical
Society Library on the mezzanine of the public library Tuesdays & Thursdays from 1-3 & 7-9 and Saturdays
from 10-12 or by appointment. Members of all the societies in the state can use the library & our 3
computers anytime the public library is open. If you are coming from out of town & plan to use the library
when we don’t have it staffed, please call 406-431-7005, before you leave home. We will either have a
volunteer meet you at the library or instruct the public library to give you the key. We keep the area
under lock and key as several years ago we discovered someone had stolen the hard drive out of our (at
that time) one and only computer!!
Karen Huck is our genealogy librarian. She nor any of our members are trained librarians, but she has
learned the Montana Shared Catalogue program with great support from the staff at the state library.
And in turn, Karen has taught several people the ins and outs of cataloguing books on line so that she
doesn’t have to do ALL the work. Those of us who have worked with Karen marvel at what a trained
librarian is expected to do. We are just glad that our library is only a research library so that we don’t
have to deal with checking out books! Karen represents the library at the twice yearly Montana Shared
Catalogue meetings which includes helpful workshops for all librarians.
If you are looking for a specific book that you think we might have, check out the Montana Shared
Catalogue’s website. http://mtsc.sdp.sirsi.net/client/en_US/MT-GEN/ . You do not need a password to
search the catalog. We can do look-ups , scan pages and e-mail them to you. Just recently I received a
call from a man in Bozeman who wanted to check out a book not realizing we are only a research
library. However, we were able to save him a trip as all he wanted was one page out of a book.
We were able to find a home for a group of pictures, newspaper clippings & documents sent to our
library from England from a man who was cleaning out a relative’s home. He had e-mailed the
genealogy library asking if we would be able to find living relatives and named off some of the names in
the Moore and Lewistown area. There are now at least 2 families in Lewistown and Hobson who are
thrilled to have the materials.
Members have taken digital pictures of the Lewis & Clark County school census books from 1897,
1898, 1899 & 1910 (the year parents’ names and date of the child’s birth were included) which included
all children between the ages of 0 and 21. Other members are now indexing those years.
For the past 3 monthly meetings, we have had a member present a program on paid websites
including Find My Past and two other members gave talks on researching and finding living relatives in
Italy and Norway.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings

The Forum meets eleven months of the year so we continue with programs during the summer months.
In June was a program on Military Research. In July, Yellowstone County Sheriff Mike Linder talked about
the records created in the sheriff’s department and the coroner’s office and which records are available
for genealogy research. The August program was on the Montana Memory Project, presented by
librarian Cody Allen of the Billings Public Library. Members Sydney Gabel and Jason Herman explained
how to use I-Pads and Androids to help with genealogy research. At the same meeting, in September,
members broke into small groups to learn about various genealogy softwares.
On September 1st, the Sons of Norway dedicated a grove of aspens by the front door of the Billings
Pubic Library. The Forum was asked to teach a class on Norwegian genealogy research. About a dozen
Sons of Norway members and a few Forum members attended. Eight Forum members helped attendees
with research after P. J. Smith presented an “intro to genealogy” as well as the particulars of Norwegian
research – patronymics, farm books, and parish records.
Twenty members of the Forum attended the MSGS annual conference.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602

2016 Conference – September 22, 23, 24, 2016
In Missoula at the Hilton Garden Inn
With National speakers

• Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist
• Amy Johnson Crow, specializing in methodology and
mid-western research.
The Western Montana Genealogical Society will host.
Save the Date and watch for more to come!
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