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President’s Message

Several years ago at a MSGS Conference,
Hank Jones spoke about a rather mystical
aspect in genealogy that concerned when and
if a brick wall was going to crack. Basically, he
theorized that when an ancestor was ready to
have something discovered about them, they
would somehow see that the clue was to be
found. If they weren’t ready, the clue would
remain elusive.
It seems this was the experience I had last fall.
One of the first lines I began working on about 15
years ago were the Wheelers who were married
in Connecticut about 1825 and were in Upper
Canada by 1839 when my gr, gr grandmother
was born. I found the first name of the wife, but
struggled to discover her maiden name or the
first name of her husband. Consequently this
puzzle eluded me for many years.
Then, last fall I decided to dust it off and try
again. With my sites on Canada, I plugged in
what I knew into a Google search. Curiously, the
book, The Progressive Men of the State of
Montana, appeared. Questioning how I got to
Montana instead of Canada I delved into the
source to find that the couple had another
daughter, Harriet, who settled in Pony in the
1860’s.
A rather lengthy biography on her
appears in the book, complete with her father’s
name, mother’s maiden name and where in
Upper Canada she was born.
Since my
grandmother’s parents also settled in Pony, it
seemed too coincidental to ignore and further
research has verified the information.
Were Amos and Mary finally tired of being
illusive?
Maybe Harriet was upset that she
hadn’t been recognized in any of the First Family
& Early Settlers of Montana volumes? If so, I’ve
thanked her and she and her husband will now
appear in Volume V.
Here’s hoping your
ancestors are ready to give you a helping hand
in your research, Shawna Valentine, President
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Summary of the 16 July 2016
MSGS Board Meeting
The meeting was called to order. Those present were Shawna
Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry
Atwood, Mary Pitch, Karen Huck, Al Stoner, Fern Kauffman and Pat
Ludwig. The minutes were discussed and approved. Treasurer Terry
Atwood reported the checking account balance as $22.28 and
the savings account balance as $22,074.82.
First Vice President Verba Valentine updated the board on 2016 Conference plans. The
conference flyer with speakers, schedule and registration information will be mailed to MSGS
members by the end of July. Hotel reservations at the Hilton Garden Inn, Missoula, must be made
by August 23rd to receive the $119 per night conference hotel rate. MSGS must confirm the
numbers of meals to the hotel by Sept 12th. Meals can only be guaranteed for conference
registrations received by Sept 12th. Because there will not be a reception on Thursday evening, the
board decided to hold a workshop on how to apply for First Families & Early Settlers (FF&ES)
recognition and certificates. The workshop will be held on Thursday, Sept 22nd, at 5:30 pm in the
conference hotel. The board also decided to hold a competition to recognize the attendee with
the oldest conference tote bag. Verba reported that several donations have been received to
help offset conference coffee expenses including donations from the Lewis & Clark County
Genealogical Society and the Yellowstone Genealogy Forum.
Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, continues to work on gathering conference door prizes and
raffle items. The 2016 Missoula conference pins have been received. She will represent MSGS at
the annual Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference in Springfield, Illinois, Aug 31- Sept 3,
2016. She will be setting up a Montana state table at the FGS conference showcasing MSGS, local
societies, the FF&ES program and the Vol. IV publication.
Mary Pitch, Registrar, reported that the Fort Assiniboine Genealogical Society has decided to no
longer be a part of MSGS. As of July 2016, the state organization has 16 active societies with 686
members.
Karen Huck, Librarian, reported a successful transfer of nearly 150 pounds of old genealogyrelated newsletters from the MSGS Library to the Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Removal of the old newsletters freed up shelving in the MSGS Library for newer materials and were
happily added to the periodical archives at the Allen County Public Library.
Elections for MSGS President, 1st Vice President, and Treasurer will be held during the MSGS
Annual Meeting on Saturday, Sept 24, at 7:45 am. Current President Shawna Valentine, 1st Vice
President Verba Valentine and Treasurer Terry Atwood have agreed to run for reelection.
Strong sales of the new FF&ES, Volume IV, continue. Al Stoner reported that 150 copies of Vol IV
have been sold since the 2015 Conference. The board agreed to continue the sale of Volumes I–III
as a set for $60.00 as a conference special. The price for Vol. IV will remain unchanged at $24.00.
Board members turned in their draft forms listing available county resources for genealogical
research. The board decided to table this action pending further research on project feasibility
and discussion at the MSGS Annual Meeting on Sept 24 at the 2016 Conference.
The next board meeting will be Thursday, Sept 22, at 4:00 pm in Missoula at the Hilton Garden
Inn. The October meeting date was also set for Saturday, October 22 at 10:00 am, in Helena.
Location will likely be St Paul’s Methodist Church.
Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary
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Montana State Genealogical Society
27th ANNUAL STATE GENEALOGY CONFERENCE
HILTON GARDEN INN, MISSOULA, MONTANA
September 22, 23, 24, 2016
The Complete Conference Schedule &
Registration Form may be downloaded at

http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html
Link Your Trail to 2 Extraordinary National Speakers with 8 diverse topics –
The Legal Genealogist, Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law
degree who writes and lectures on topics ranging from using court records in
family history to understanding DNA testing. Her award-winning blog is at
http://www.legalgenealogist.com She will speak on:
What Does That Mean? Understanding The Language Of The Law
How Old Did He Have To Be…?
Dowered or Bound Out: Records Of Widows And Orphans
DNA and The Golden Rule: The Ethics Of Genetic Genealogy

Amy Johnson Crow is a Certified Genealogist, a professional researcher,
lecturer, author, editor, and blogger. On her blog at AmyJohnsonCrow.com,
she offers practical advice for genealogists to help them make more
discoveries and have more fun. Her research specialties include Ohio and the
Civil War. Her topics are:
After Mustering Out: Researching Civil War Veterans
Butcher, Baker, Candlestick Maker: Using Occupational Records
How Do I Know That’s My Ancestor?
Timelines: The Swiss Army Knife of Genealogical Research

Link Up With Thursday Afternoon Activities –

Bus Tour of Fort Missoula, including the History Museum and the Post Cemetery ($15 fee)
First Families & Early Settlers of Montana Workshop – Have questions on our First Families &
Early Settlers of Montana Program? Wondering how to fill out the application? Come to the
free workshop on Thursday, September 22 beginning at 5:30 at the Missoula Hilton Gardin Inn for
individualized help. No need to sign up in advance – just show up!
Confused about Roots Magic? Get together with other users to learn from each other. This
free gathering will also be on Thursday, September 22 beginning at 5:30 at the Missoula Hilton
Gardin Inn. No advance sign up required.

Unlink and then Link Yourself to the Paper Trail –

Conference is the time and place for the Annual Book Frolic
Before you come, check your bookcases for items of genealogical or historical interest such as
County & Other Country Histories, Books relating to Genealogy or Compilations of Genealogical
Data, and Historical Atlases. Please – no quarterlies or outdated material. Then, bring the items
with you on Thursday. They will be ready to view first thing on Friday morning when it will be time
to Link Up with new to you additions to your home library!
This is a silent auction and bidding will start Friday morning and end at 1:30 pm on Saturday
so you can take your new treasures home with you!
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Don’t Miss the Bus!
Plan on arriving in Missoula a few hours early in order to experience

Fort Missoula

and to explore its

Post Cemetery.

The bus will load at the Conference Hotel, the Hilton Garden Inn at 1:15
p.m. on Thursday, 22 September. A full afternoon is planned, so the bus must be loaded and ready to go
at 1:30. Upon arrival at the Fort, their guide will board to narrate about a 45 minute tour around the
perimeter roads, with time to stop at strategic points. She will also point out and talk about buildings on
the interior field.
After the tour, you will disembark for about 55 minutes of free time to spend at the main history
museum; enjoying a walk back onto the grounds for a closer look at the exhibits and buildings; or to visit
the Military Museum.
Then, it is back on the bus to head off for a guided tour of the Fort Missoula Post Cemetery. The last
few years have seen a diligent effort to get the Cemetery back in condition and it now has newly paved
paths. It is a small cemetery, so walking around should not present a mobility issue for most. If you prefer,
you will be allowed to stay on the bus here.
After this the bus will reload for the return trip to the Hilton Garden Inn at about 4:30.
Sign up early (on your Conference Registration Form) to be assured of a seat. There is a $15.00 per
person fee for this tour.

Friday Evening Banquet

Starting at 6:30 pm on Friday, September 23, 2016, MSGS will celebrate another year at its annual
banquet. Recipients of this year’s Anna Mae Hanson and the Al Huntsman awards will be announced
and certificates for completed First Families and Early Settlers will be presented. This year our banquet
speaker is David M. Emmons, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Montana, Missoula, and
the author of two books on the Irish American experience in the West: “The Butte Irish: Class and Ethnicity
in an American Mining Town, 1875-1925” and “Beyond the American Pale: The Irish in the West, 18451910”. He will discuss both the Irish (Catholic) and Scots-Irish (Protestants) in Montana starting with TF
Meager in the 1860’s to Marcus Daly and Wm. Andrews Clark to World War I in “Ireland’s Fifth
Province: The Celtic Presence in the Treasure State”.
In addition, the banquet is a wonderful time to relax and enjoy the company of old friends while
making new ones.

Local Society Reports at Conference Lunches

Meals at conferences are a great way to meet and visit with new people and to learn what is
happening around the state. Each meal provides time to visit among your table mates and both lunches
are utilized as a time to share what your local society has been up to for the past year. Time is given to a
representative from each local society present at lunch on either Friday or Saturday to give a brief
summary of their accomplishments and activities for the year. Reports shouldn’t be elaborate or lengthy,
but give some thought as to who will speak for your society and what your year’s highlights have been or
what you are looking forward to next year!

MSGS Annual Meeting

Everyone is encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Montana State Genealogical
Society that will be held at the Hilton Garden Inn on Saturday morning, September 24, 2016 at
7:45 a.m. This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about the organization and for the
organization to learn from you. Election for the offices of President, 1st Vice President, and
Treasurer will also be held at this time. If you would like to run for any of these offices, please let
Shawna know at sv2findthepast@gmail.com or Betty Marshall at bubbles@itstriangle.com.
Upcoming projects will also be discussed and we would appreciate your input.
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A Time to Remember Recently Deceased Members

Every year at the Friday Banquet during the Conference, we honor our members who have died since
the last conference during the Memorial Service. Thanks to the talents of Judy Cohen, this is a respectful
presentation that combines a power point program with photos of the deceased.
To be sure your recently deceased members are included in this year’s presentation; please send
notification of any members who have died since last September to Judy Cohen. An obituary and photo
are appreciated

To be sure she has time to compile the Power Point presentation;
all names for the 2016 program must to be sent to Judy by Thursday, September 1st at
bumpie6@bresnan.net

Calling for Award Nominations

The Anna Mae Hanson Award is given by MSGS in acknowledgment of dedicated service in the
genealogical community. Named in recognition of M S G S f o u n d i n g m e m b e r , Anna Mae Hansen,
that quietly gave many, many hours and never asked to have attention for her efforts. Because of her
fine example to other genealogists, an annual award is given at the state conference in her name to a
genealogist who is an outstanding person, works beyond what is expected of them and is very
dedicated to the field of genealogy.
MSGS will also accept nominations for the Al Huntsman Award. Named in honor of past president, Al
Huntsman, this award will be presented to businesses or individuals who are not affiliated with a member
genealogical society, but have been instrumental in helping promote genealogy.
Nominations for either award will be accepted from any MSGS member and should be submitted in
a written letter that briefly describes the nominee’s contributions to the local society and to MSGS if
applicable. They should include why the person (or business) stands out and is worthy of this special
recognition.
Both awards will be given at the banquet on Friday evening of our annual conference, pending the
decisions of the Awards Committee.

Send letters to our Awards Committee Chairman, Shirley Rogers,
PO Box 24, Boulder MT 59632 or emailed to her at JCRSAR@q.com
so she has them by Thursday, September 1st.

Conference Hotel:
Hilton Garden Inn

3720 N Reserve Street, Missoula, Montana

Door Prizes

The special room rate is $119.00 for a King or
Double Queen Room, breakfast not
included. Sleeping Reservations must be
received by August 23rd for guarantee. Call
406-532-5300 and mention Montana State
Genealogical Society.
Reserve Early to
assure room availability.

Who doesn’t like a present??
We draw for prizes at each of the 3 meals of
conference and need items to give away.
Please bring wrapped gift items & turn them
into the Registration Desk when you pick up
your Badges.

Other Deadlines to Remember:
August 30: Early Bird Deadline. Be sure your registration form has been mailed for
the possibility of receiving up to $80 of your Registration refunded.
September 12: Conference Registrations must be received by our Registrar in order
to guarantee meals and handouts at the Conference
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How Old Is Your Oldest MSGS Conference Tote Bag????
Last year we looked back to the oldest Montana
Conference T-Shirt and it was a lot of fun to look back and
remember conferences past. So, this year we decided to
remember the Tote Bags of previous years. Bring your oldest
one for the possibility of winning a prize!
See Pat Ludwig’s comments within the Broken Mountains
Genealogical Society’s Report for more information. Thanks
to her for the photo.

Conference Special

Conference attendees will have the opportunity to purchase
the first 3 volumes of the First Families and Early Settlers of Montana series at a special
discounted rate ONLY during the Conference. The 3 volumes will be available at a single price
of only $60.00, which is a savings of $15.00 (plus you don’t have to pay additional postage).
Volume IV, which was released in September 2015, will also be available at the regular price of
$24.00 each.

If you would prefer to have the books mailed to you, please use this order form:
Order Form for First Families and Early Settlers of Montana Volumes
Date:
_____________________________________________________________
Name & Address: ________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Volume I
First printed in 2000
Volume II
First printed in 2005
Volume III
First printed in 2010
Volume IV
First printed in 2015

Price Each

Postage Per Book

$22.50

$4.50

$30.00

$6.00

$22.50

$4.50

$24.00

$5.00

Quantity

Total

Total: _________________________________________
Please make checks payable to MSGS (we do not accept credit cards).
For inquiries, contact Al Stoner at alasto@aol.com
Send orders with payment to:
First Families of Montana
44 Wonder Road
Clancy MT 59634
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What’s happening on the local level…

Beaver Head Hunters – Dillon

Summer has been hot so far, but the Head Hunters have managed several outdoor events.
We have taken pictures of tombstones at Mountain View Cemetery and posted them on Find A
Grave. Sometimes we add an obituary or create a memorial. People always appreciate
seeing a picture of their ancestor’s tombstone.
In July we had our annual Cemetery walk. The weather was threatening, but the rain held off
until we were done. We had a large turnout, with 30 people attending. People from out of town
came, as well as many local non-members. Everyone enjoyed learning about the lives of
Rachel Orr, presented by Lynn Giles; Francis Foote, presented by Carla Andrus, and Isabel
Brenner, presented by Jeannie. These were all prominent people in the early days of Dillon.
We were unable to have our Genealogy class at the University earlier this year because not
enough people signed up. We might try again later in the year.
In August we will have our annual Summer Outing. We will drive up to Melrose and Glen and
learn the history of the area. We will end with a picnic at Carla and Ben Andrus’s house. We
look forward to an enjoyable day, and are hoping for nice weather.
As we do every summer, we are staffing the museum research room five afternoons a week,
helping visitors find information on their local ancestors. We have a large variety of resources to
access, and sometimes are able to find a lot of data and photographs. Visitors are always
thrilled to go home with lots of new information.
In March we learned from Ryan Powell of the Forest Service about the Native Americans who
lived in our area in the early years. We learned a lot about their life in Beaverhead County, and
saw a collection of old arrowheads belonging to Kim Nye.
At another meeting we investigated longevity and medical pedigrees. We looked up the
cause of death of our ancestors, along with their age at death. Then we examined the pattern
to see whether our ancestors lived long or short lives, which may have a bearing on our own
longevity. Then we looked at the causes of death to see if there were any patterns. Many
cancers? Any cancers that tend to be familial? Other familial diseases? Contagious diseases
that took lives in the Civil War era? We found the patterns to be interesting and informative.
We have also discussed doing oral interviews of our living ancestors to learn family stories
before it’s too late to get them. The first thing is having a good recorder and being familiar with
its operation. Then you need a good list of questions to guide your interview. You’ll be surprised
at what you’ll learn.
Submitted by Pat Darling, BHH Liaison
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Broken Mountains Genealogical Society – Chester

Our regular meeting for July was interrupted so the business of the meeting will take place at
a scheduled work meeting in August. We have set up our Cemetery Maps and are adding
some information about how to use the map along with the alphabetical listing of those buried
in the two local cemeteries. Members have been asked to bring possible funeral cards,
obituaries, photos, etc. and we will post on the bulletin board along with a photo of the grave
and a string to the actual grave site.
We also are collecting bags used at the various State Conferences. We will then work on a
display for the upcoming conference in Missoula. The photo [that appears on page 6 of this
newsletter] has been put on Facebook and we hope that some will respond. Also anyone
reading this can participate by bringing bags to the Conference in Sept. or can call me and
see if we can arrange to get them there. 406-759-5113.
Submitted by Pat Ludwig, BMGS Liaison

Flathead Valley Genealogical Society – Kalispell

The Flathead Valley Genealogical Society has had a great first half of the year. We have
had the opportunity to have programs presented about the latest tech gadgets, a really fun
class on scrapbooking, and one on how to start your own personal history. We have also
started what are called mini classes that take place before each meeting and that consist of
hands-on experiences to further your research. Those classes have consisted of How to set up a
computer research log; Using Evernote and snip; and a quick introduction to both the Legacy
and Roots Magic programs. Upcoming requests have been for more information on using the
Legacy Family Tree program; how to use Dropbox; and a look at some of the big, less known
websites. We are grateful to the local FHC in Kalispell for allowing us to use their computers to
teach these classes.
Submitted by Vickie Rowley, FVGS Liaison

Gallatin County Genealogical Society – Bozeman

The Gallatin County Genealogical Society finished its fourth year since reactivating in 2012
with increased membership, more online access to society databases, two fun programs, and
election of officers. The society completed another landmark membership year with a total of
64 members, a nearly 50 percent increase since early 2015.
Over 165,000 records have been indexed and posted on the GCGS website
(www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mtgcgs). About 116,000 of these records are vital records
which prompted the redesign of the database to allow easier and faster searches. The new
Wills Index with over 6300 entries is now available online as a separate database resource.
Over 60 people attended the April meeting to hear an excellent presentation by Ken
Robison, the historian and author from Great Falls. He is renowned for successfully resurrecting
neglected Montana history. His presentation featured stories and photographs from his new
book, Yankees and Rebels on the Upper Missouri: Steamboats West in a Quest for Gold and
Peace.
In May, the society celebrated its fourth anniversary with a combination of cake and stories
of members’ successful genealogy research over the past year. Many stories highlighted the
value of journeys to small town newspapers, cemeteries and libraries giving all of us a greater
appreciation for “genealogy road trips.”
Before breaking for the summer, the following current officers were reelected for the 20162017 membership year: Karen Maika, Vice President; Linda Gengenbacher, Secretary; Norma
Ardesson, Treasurer; Tricia Thompson, Project Manager; Jenn Vieth, Webmaster; and Carol
Elliott, State Liaison. The election for President will be held in September.
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison
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Lewis & Clark County Genealogy Society – Helena

The Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society has had several interesting programs the last
few months. In April member Gale Kramlick gave an illustrated talk on using Pinterest as a
genealogical tool. In May Bob Liffring talked about the family books he has put together using,
as he called it, the cookbook approach. He took the furthest ancestor back on his family tree
from one family line and made a chapter all about that person. He included an overview of the
geography, maps, important documents & pictures & how that person was related to him. Each
succeeding ancestor had his or her own chapter. So far he has put together 8 different books.
In June Barb Benish told us about her genealogy trip back to Italy where she met more relatives
and learned more of her family’s history. Our latest meeting was held at the York Community
Hall where 3 community members gave us a history of York and some of the pioneering families.
Prior to the talk some members walked up a very steep hill to the York Cemetery. Others visited
the York museum.
Besides our regular monthly meetings, we also had 3 informal meetings for those interested in
learning more about doing one’s DNA. We learned the difference of the autosomal, the
mitochontrial & the Y-DNA tests. Most members had used AncestryDNA, but a few had used
FamilyTreeDNA especially those using the mitochontrial and Y-DNA tests.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings

Spring brings the Forum’s Annual Meeting – election of officers, a review of all that the Forum
accomplished over the past year, and a “Thank You” to each person who keeps our
organization vital. An Annual Meeting would not be complete without dessert. Rick Davis
presented a program on “Backing up Your Computer Files”. It boils down to the fact that
technology keeps changing and properly archived paper files and photos may be best.
In June, a panel discussed different types of DNA testing and what can be done with the
information. You may be able to locate a distant relative with whom you share a common
ancestor.
On July 9th, Robert Larson, Larimer County Genealogical Society, gave a 3-hour program on
“DNA & Genetic Genealogy” at the Billings Public Library. Bob also had two DNA tests for door
prizes. Attendance was good – half of the audience were members of the general public.
Volunteers provide assistance 40 hours per month in the Genealogy Room at Billings Public
Library. They are available most weekday afternoons and on Thursday evening.
http://www.yellowstonegenealogy.org/index.php on the Forum’s website features a growing
“Surname Research” list.. The Obituary Death Index is updated periodically. This is the index to
obituaries in the Billings Gazette. Members can view and print program handouts, board
meeting minutes, and the Gen-Bug newsletter.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602
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