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President - Shawna Valentine
Newsletter Editor – Shawna Valentine
3420 Granger S #20, Billings, MT 59102
Phone: 698-4153
Email: sv2findthepast@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (4th term ends 2016)

Ever since I was a little girl, I have thrived on
challenges. If something was too easy, I quickly
became bored and soon went on to something
else.

1st Vice President: Verba Valentine

Secretary: Carol Elliott

It has now been about 16 years since Mom
first introduced me to genealogy. Coming from
a family that never mentioned a deceased
ancestor, she only knew the names back to her
father’s parents and her mother’s mother.
Working together we have gradually extended
most branches back several generations. Most
importantly we have met some very interesting
people along the journey. With each ancestor
we are transported to a different place and
time. With each breakthrough we discover more
questions.

Treasurer: Terry Atwood

The journey has been slow, but getting off the
interstate and meandering through the scenic
route has afforded us a great opportunity to
meet intriguing people that are now far more
than just a leaf on our tree!

3462 Barley Circle, Billings, MT 59102
Phone: 656-9840
Email: blgsmarket@aol.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (4th term ends 2016)

2nd Vice President - Shirley Rogers

PO Box 24, Boulder, MT 59632
Phone: 461-5761
Email: JCRSAR@q.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (4th full term ends 2017)
PO Box 645, Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730
Phone: 763-4039
Email: melliottjr@aol.com
Elected Sept. 2015 (1st term ends 2017)

4230 Wolverine, Helena, MT 59602
Phone: 443-4907
Email: terry@atwoodarts.com
Elected Sept. 2013 (2nd term ends 2016)

Registrar: Mary Pitch

I hope all of you are enjoying similar
experiences exploring those who came before
us yet continue to shape who we are today.
With Mother’s & Father’s Days just around the
corner, take a moment to thank those who
made the opportunity of exploring family
possible. They are the ones that gave us the
best present we could ever receive.

Past President: Betty Marshall

Discovering my Mom’s family has never been
easy, but I know I’ll never get bored trying!

700 Grant, Helena, MT 59601
Phone: 443-3452
Email: marypitch60@yahoo.com
Elected: Sept. 2005 (6th term ends 2017)
Box 476, Chester, MT 59522
Phone: 759-5627
Email: bubbles@itstriangle.com

Shawna Valentine, President
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Summary of the 12 March 2016
MSGS Board Meeting
The meeting was called to order. Those present included Shawna
Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry Atwood,
Mary Pitch, Karen Huck and Marilyn Lewis. The minutes of the October
17, 2015, board meeting were approved. Treasurer Terry Atwood
reported the checking account balance as $529.39 and the savings
account balance as $22,261.58.
First Vice President Verba Valentine discussed arrangements for the 2016 MSGS Conference in
Missoula, September 22-24, at the Hilton Garden Inn. The theme will be “Linking Our Trails.”
Conference Fees: Conference and food costs will be higher than the 2015 Conference. The board
approved the following fees:
Full 2-Day Conference Registration with Banquet & 2 luncheons/$124
Full 2-Day Conference Registration with No Meals/$80
One-day Friday Only Registration with No Meals/$50
One-day Saturday Only Registration with No Meals/$45
Coffee for conference sessions will also be expensive. Hopefully, most of the cost can be covered by
donations.
Meals: Plated lunches will be served at the two luncheons. The Friday evening banquet will be a buffet.
Meal costs if purchased separately: Luncheon/$18 per lunch; Banquet Buffet/$36.
The banquet speaker will be David M. Emmons, a Professor Emeritus of History at the University of
Montana. His topic is “Ireland’s Fifth Province: The Celtic Presence in the Treasure State.”
Hotel: Room at the Hilton Garden Inn/$119.
Thursday, Sept 22: A bus tour of Fort Missoula will be offered for a $15 fee on Thursday afternoon. Due to
high food costs, the board decided not to have a reception on Thursday evening.
Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, is working out order details and costs for the conference pin. The
Missoula 2016 conference pin will have a blue backing.
Mary Pitch, Registrar, reported that the Bitterroot Genealogical Society in Hamilton and Ravalli County
has disbanded as of February 2016. The group still plans to meet to share ideas but will no longer be a
formal society with officers. As of March 2016, MSGS has 628 active members.
First Families and Early Settlers (FF&ES): Volume IV sales continue to be strong. Shawna has submitted
the necessary forms to formally copyright Volume IV. A spurt of requests for certificates from FF&ES
descendants are being processed. MSGS has already received four FF/ES applications for inclusion in
Volume V.
Shawna distributed a draft form to document the types and locations of county records useful for
genealogical research. The board decided to test out the form within their own local societies before
widening the request for information from other counties. Shawna will e-mail the updated form to board
members and asked them to have it completed by the July Board meeting. The board plans to
eventually post this information on the MSGS website.
Karen Huck, Librarian, updated the board on the effort to replace MSGS Library computers. The board
briefly reviewed possible requirements and funding. This topic was tabled until additional information
could be gathered on specific computer options and costs.
The next board meeting was set for Saturday, July 16, 2016, at 10:00 AM in Helena. Location will likely
be the public library.
Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary
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Genetic
Genealogy

Interested in Genetic Genealogy, but don’t have a clue how to
proceed? Kathy Patrick thought about writing something for the
newsletter but felt these people say it soooo much better than she
could. It is one link but is filled with authoritative information from
many sources. It would be a good start for newbies and leads to more
information for those who have "gotten their feet wet".

http://isogg.org/wiki/Beginners%27_guides_to_genetic_genealogy
For a list of Pensioners on the rolls as of January 1, 1883, check out

http://genealogytrails.com/main/military/1883pensioners.html

1883
In December of 1882, the Secretary of Interior was required to submit a list of
Pensioners
pensioners as of January 1st, 1883 to the U.S. Senate. Wars covered were the
Civil War (Only Union Soldiers were initially eligible for pensions), War of 1812,
and a very few from the Mexican War. This data was published by the U.S. Pension
Bureau and the U.S. Government Printing Office in 1883 and transcribed by the
Genealogy Trails Transcription Team into one website. You do need to have an idea of where your
pensioner lived at that time as the information is organized by State & then County.
Thanks to the Genealogy Trails Transcription Team for providing this information!

What’s happening on the local level…

Beaver Head Hunters – Dillon

Spring has finally arrived and we are glad to see it, even though we had a mild winter. Hopefully we
have all been busy with our genealogy during the winter, and now we can get out to the court house,
cemetery, and library.
The first activity of the year for the Head Hunters was “Love Your Ancestor” night. Everyone was asked
to bring a photo or artifact that represents one of their ancestors. Every heirloom has a story, and pictures
do, too. We each talked about our special ancestor and what they meant to us. This is a good way to
know your ancestor not just as a name and date, but as a real person.
We have been told that the Montana Historical Society is in the process of preparing digitized
newspapers for use by patrons. We have anxiously been looking forward to this project. In addition to
obituaries, the many articles that have been written about the people of Montana over the years are
valuable. The newspapers will be keyword searchable, which should make it easy to find what we are
looking for. It should be available by the time this newsletter is out.
When using the predecessor to this newsletter program, Montana Memory Project, one of our
members discovered that she could use her hand held scanning wand to take a picture of the screen.
Holding it against the screen she drew it across the screen to capture the image. An innovative method
to get a free copy!
A recent article told about writing your life story even if you don’t have time. By setting aside one hour
you can start by writing about your birth, then all the life events you can recall. When you’re done you
have a mini bio of your life. You never have to add to it if you don’t want. But you will want to! It will bring
up many memories. If you add to your bio frequently you will have a full life story. Make a pretty cover
and put it in a binder. Suddenly you’re a writer!
The Beaver Head Hunters have been invited to teach a genealogy program at Montana Western in
April as part of the OutReach program. They require at least six people to sign up, so we are hoping there
is that much interest in Dillon. If so, perhaps will have a few people sign up to be members of our society.
Submitted by Pat Darling, BHH Liaison
4

Broken Mountains Genealogical Society – Chester
Broken Mountains Genealogical Society in Chester
visited the Cemetery located about a mile north of
town. This was done after the regular quarterly meeting.
The burial list had been updated with 2015 listings and
the book was hung up in the display area. The County
Commissioners are presently making a box for the book
and a shelf to work on and it should be in place by
Memorial Day.
At the meeting we evaluated the other projects
which have been completed except for ongoing
updates. These were done at the winter work meetings
or individually. We then looked at a couple new ideas
as well as completing a survey for the state records.
Interest was shown in looking at the “will” collection
after reading the report from Bozeman on their project.
A new membership list was generated by our Treasurer and will replace all the older lists and will be
used to pay our State Dues. We will not have dues from our members again this year as our treasury is still
solvent. Since we are not purchasing new books for our library, perhaps we could look at scholarships to
attend the State Convention which might generate more interest for our members to attend.
Along with this article, we will submit a couple photos from our Cemetery visit.
Submitted by Pat Ludwig, BMGS Liaison

Gallatin County Genealogical Society – Bozeman

Winter ushered in a busy season of membership activities, indexing projects and society programs.
Webmaster Jenn Vieth designed, ordered, and distributed the society’s first merchandise including tote
bags and coffee mugs. Vice President Karen Maika designed a new membership form which asked
members to list family surnames, states and countries being researched. In December, Karen created
and distributed a matrix showing all the surnames, states and countries being researched by society
members.
The GCGS successfully completed the 14-month long Wills Index Project resulting in a total of 6,304
indexed wills and codicils from the period, 1886-2015. Members Bonnie Jackson, Norma Ardesson, Jim
Keefer, and Terri Dood reorganized the wills into chronological order, placed them into 18 new archival
boxes, and created indexes for the entire collection. This project was profiled in a front page article in
the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, March 19, 2016, entitled “Searchable History: Gallatin Genealogists Make
130 Years of Wills Easy to Find.”
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society – Bozeman, continued
In the past five months, GCGS has indexed an additional 32,000 records. Many of these vital records
were derived from microfilmed editions of the Bozeman Daily Chronicle by Lindy Bunch, our Superwoman
of Indexing!
Trish Thompson and Bonnie Jackson teamed up to present two engaging programs at society monthly
meetings. In November, they gave a talk on “Problem Solving with Probate”, showing members how to
use probate and wills to identify family members, relationships, legacies, and geographical locations. The
pair shared “Hidden Treasures at Ancestry” with members during the February meeting.
Their
presentation highlighted searches of lesser known collections, catalog search techniques, shortcut keys
and quick links, and the Ancestry Academy Course Library.
January’s program was given by guest speaker, Derek Strahn, a Bozeman High School social studies
teacher who also conducts a local radio program, “The Montana Medicine Show.” He presents twominute Montana history vignettes which air six times each week. He shared some of these stories with
GCGS members which are now included in his book, The Montana Medicine Show’s Genuine Montana
History.
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls
2015 marked the 40th anniversary of the Great Falls Genealogy Society. During the year our 1,000th
member joined the Society! Our most recent member is the Society’s 1,015th, giving us an active
membership of 224.
As part of our anniversary celebration we set a goal of raising $4,000.00 to buy additional Montana
books for our library. $3,047.95 was raised toward that goal and 80+ volumes have been added to our
Montana collection. Additional Montana materials are to be evaluated by our Acquisition Committee
later this week.
Looking through the sign-up log in the Montana Room of the Great Falls Public Library gives evidence
to how busy our own library was last year. Montana patrons came from Thompson Falls to Billings and
Poplar to Butte and points between. Patrons also came from sixteen states, four Canadian provinces, as
well as from Dublin, Ireland and Paris, France. We are indebted to our librarians for their tremendous work
assisting patrons.
Volunteers have completed the indexing of the George Co. Mortuary records and are now working to
index the records of The Chapel of Chimes. A Publication/Publicity Committee has been formed and is
already hard at work making the Society known through presentations to groups in the city. Other
projects for 2016 include replacing a row of mismatched bookcases in our library with ones made by a
high school woodworking class and completing collections of Cascade County school yearbooks.
We have been enjoying excellent presentations at our meetings. May will be our final one until
meetings resume in September. If you are passing through Great Falls please come up to the 3rd floor of
the Public Library and visit us. We would be glad to show you around.
Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President
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Lewis & Clark County Genealogy Society – Helena

Our recent programs have covered genealogy websites, genealogy software, and discussions on the
pros and cons of putting your family tree on websites like Ancestry and Family Search. We have had a
member give a power point presentation on his Norwegian research. We were particularly fascinated to
learn how he connected with relatives in Norway 2 ½ years after he sent a message on an Ancestry
message board asking if anyone knew his grandfather who had come over from Norway in 1904. He was
contacted by a 3rd person who was able to connect him with a relative in Norway who has since shared
his research covering 583 pages, 40 generations, over 2000 direct and 2000+ indirect relatives and 166
family trees going back to 638 A.D.! Another speaker gave a power point presentation entitled “From
Germany to America/Montana: 1500 to the present”. We learned a great deal of what it was like to live
in Germany before, during and even after WWII and the hardships everyday people lived through,
including children who during the war were pulled out of class to inform them of a death in their family. In
order for a person to hold a civil job in Germany in the 1930’s & 1940’s, he/she had to prove their Aryan
race so each person carried with them a booklet that went back 5 generations. The speaker’s mother still
has her booklet. As an aside, he had a relative who came to the States in the early 1900’s but was lost to
the family. Several of our members took his information and have been working on finding more about his
relative for him. Two of our members attended Roots Tech in Salt Lake City in February and came back to
give a program on 1) What’s new on familysearch.org and 2) showed a webinar about an AfricanAmerican woman, born in Jamaica to a Chinese father who wanted to connect with her Chinese side.
And lastly, one of our members caught a story on TV of a man in Indianapolis who bought a box for $40
at an auction that turned out to be filled with all kinds of memorabilia. He knew he had to return the box
to its owner. With the help of NBC News he was able to track down a woman who happens to live in
Helena. On receiving the box, the woman discovered pictures from her childhood, her parents’ wedding
pictures & wedding certificate. (Her mother died when she was 2 and her father when she was 25). It also
contained military records for her father and reels of home movies. The story broke just a few days before
our meeting in February so our member called the woman to invite her to our February meeting. She did
attend and we hope she will join our society.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings

The October program for the Forum was a sharing by members. Sisters Sonia Jansen and Alene Malloy
traveled to Finland to meet relatives they found through their genealogical research. They presented a
slideshow of pictures from their trip. Barbara Bergum discussed how, and why, her family moved from
Pennsylvania to Nebraska, then Wyoming, finally settling in Miles City, MT. Another branch of her family
moved from Kentucky to California to Wyoming. Rick Davis’s family joined the LDS Church in England in
1847. They sailed to Philadelphia then traveled to Utah in 1855. Other ancestors emigrated from
Switzerland in the 1870’s. Their travels took them by steamship then by train.
In November we sampled foods that members traditionally serve at Christmas. Each person told the
family story behind the food. Ann Ferguson gave a “quiz” on Christmas trivia. She also had a handout on
computer terminology.
We started the New Year by viewing a webinar on newspapers and how to locate them. Handouts
included “U. S. Newspaper Records” from National Institute for Genealogical Studies website and a listing
of historic Montana newspapers available online, compiled by Kay Cahill.
First Families/Early Settlers was the topic for February. Sue Keene discussed her research to become a
member of the Mayflower Society, DAR and First Families and Early Settlers of Montana. Kay Cahill
provided a list of other states that have First Families and Pioneers. Some have multiple organizations.
Timelines was the second topic for the evening. Sydney Gabel and Ann Ferguson explain how timelines
can show what is missing from your research and what historical events may have affected your
ancestors’ lives. Ann had a list of what documents might be available prior to statehood in Montana.
The March meeting had three speakers: Anita Smith on a trip to where her ancestors lived in Wales;
Dave Ward on creating a shadow box of his father’s World War II medals and locating the stories behind
them; and Dick Thayer on the history of photography and how to date your photos. Program
coordinators had handouts on Finding Female Surnames and on DNA Testing.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602

2016 Conference – September 22, 23, 24, 2016
In Missoula at the Hilton Garden Inn
With National speakers

• Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist
• Amy Johnson Crow, specializing in methodology and
mid-western research.
The Western Montana Genealogical Society will host.
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