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As is the case with many holidays, Halloween of
today evolved from ancient rituals infused by religion.
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According to history.com, its origins started with the
Celts as they dressed in costumes to ward off the ghosts
which they associated with the oncoming lifelessness of
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the winter season. Eventually, the Catholic Church
declared November 1st as All Saints, or All Hallows Day
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to remember the Saints. With time, the day became a

2725 Valley Dr, East Helena MT 59635
Phone: 406-431-5636
Email: mtjengen@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2019

time to remember the dead, including our ancestors.
So, as we spend October focusing on the macabre as
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we work our way to “All Hallows Eve”, why not
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celebrate November as the time to remember those that
have gone before us? October may officially be Family
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History Month, but why not extend it another month into
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November? I am sure we have unearthed enough
memories of our ancestors that just one month isn’t

Newsletter Editor: Fran Jensen

nearly long enough to do them justice.
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Shawna Valentine, MSGS President
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting Summary
Virtual Zoom Montana 2 October 2021
Members in attendance included Shawna Valentine, Verba
Valentine, Terry Atwood, Mary Pitch, Jenn Vieth, Fern Kauffman,
Karen Huck, Fran Jensen, and Pat Ludwig.
The 1st Vice President and Registrar reports were all approved and passed as presented.
The treasurer's report required updates and was approved and passed with the corrections and updates.
The 2nd Vice President's report included pin costs. The MSGS Executive Board agreed to not order pins
for the next conference yet and requested a review of the cost compared to previous years.
There are currently no plans for printing a Volume VI of the First Families and Early Settler’s Project,
though we are still receiving applications. Volume V of the First Families and Early Settler's book is ready
to print. The MSGS Executive Board voted to proceed with printing 200 copies of the book. Shipping
costs may increase with the recent USPS changes. The MSGS Executive Board approved pricing Volume
V at $24. Registrar Mary Pitch will digitize the list of individuals interested in the First Families books.
Secretary Jenn Vieth will research options for digital backup of member society database and index
content.
The MSGS Executive Board approved adding a new segment to the newsletter to share learning
opportunities, videos, and podcasts.
The MSGS Executive Board has the right to decide if a 2021 Annual Meeting is held and it is the opinion
of the Board that MSGS does not need to hold the 2021 Annual Meeting. All officers whose positions
were up for election in 2021 agreed to add an additional year to their current term.
Respectfully submitted,
Jenn Vieth, Secretary

What’s Happening on the
Local Level…

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena)

The Lewis and Clark County Genealogical Society has begun to meet in person as of our August
brown bag picnic at the Lewis and Clark County Fairgrounds. It was good to be able to see old friends
once again after an absence of 17 months!
In September, we met outdoors in East Helena on a beautiful fall evening at the Main Street Park where
the mayor of East Helena gave us a talk on the history of the veterans monument in the park. It is a
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monument rather than a memorial as there are living people listed on it as well as deceased. It was first
dedicated in 1943 with updates in 1980 and most recently in 2019. The names on the monument are of
service members who either lived or worked in East Helena. At present there are 1643 names with room
to add 400 more.
Following the mayor’s talk, Dennis Heffner talked about using the U.S. Census and business
directories like the Polk directories found in libraries and online to glean information about our families.
We will begin indoor meetings beginning in October wearing masks and sanitizing the tables and
chairs that we use. Our meetings are at the Covenant United Methodist Church on the 2nd Wednesday of
each month beginning at 7pm. All are welcome!
The local LDS church put on a first time genealogy fair on September 18th. There were 2 speakers in
the morning including our member and librarian, Karen Huck, who instructed on using Ancestry.com. In
the afternoon, there were displays/booths from different organizations having to do with genealogy and
history. We look forward to the fair becoming an annual gathering.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Park County Genealogy Society (Livingston)
After 18 months, the Park County
Genealogy Society had its 1st meeting at the
end of September.
During the last 18
months we had continued doing some of the
basic work of collecting and organizing the
local obituaries, completing research
requests as needed and passing on veteran
locations to the American Legion for the
placement of Flags on their graves for
Memorial Day. If there are no public health
restrictions, we will try to have monthly
meetings.
One of Carol Woodley’s last projects
was finding the burials for the Hunters Hot
Springs Cemetery. This historic cemetery
had burials of about 15 to 20 from the
late 1800’s until about 1910. It is
located on a state school section just
south of the Hunters Hot Springs Spa
area (foundation stones only) on the
Convict Grade Rd west of Springdale
but is landlocked by private ground all
around it. Therefore has limited
access. There is a deteriorating fence,
but some of the burials appear to be on
the outside of the fence. Patrick
Rennie, archeologist from DNR did an
evaluation on the site. Although it
doesn’t meet the criteria for a National
Historical site for various reasons, the
site will always be protected because
of the DNR’s recognition as a state
archeological site.

Submitted by Audrey Dodge, President
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Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
The Forum has been meeting in person and via Zoom. In July we watched a webinar on
Familysearch.org on Colonial Lands. These were land grants and deeds prior to the Revolutionary War.
In August we offered membership discounts of $1. The membership year runs from September 1 through
August 30. Many members renew when this is offered and saves the membership chair from sending
reminders.
Steve Baum gave program titled “Preoccupied with Occupation in Genealogy”. Knowing your ancestor’s
occupation can help you separate that person from another with the same name. Some occupations were
handed down from one generation to another. Sources of occupations: city directories, civil records in
Ireland, vital records in England and Ireland, “brag rag” county histories or vanity biographies.
In September the program was
on Orphans and Orphanages.
Bobbie Meyers’ mother and
mother’s sibling lived at
Montana Children’s Home in
Helena. Gayle Ottman’s
ancestors were in an orphanage
in Washington State. Both
Bobbie and Gayle shared their
family stories. Jennye
Broderick has a book on St.
Thomas Orphanage in Great
Falls. It contains stories of
various children who spent
time there. P. J. Smith created a
handout of orphanages in
Montana from 1874 through
1910.
The Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library is staffed Monday through Thursday afternoons. Traffic
has slowly picked up.
The Family History Center in Billings gave the Forum about half of its books as it was closing or moving.
(Right now, it is still open on Wednesdays and Thursdays.) Irene Nelson is gradually going through the
books to determine if they are kept and catalogued or give to the Book Frolic next year.
Faith Barnwell and P. J. Smith continue to research the persons buried in Mountview Cemetery. P. J.
completed Section 1 and is now working on the mausoleum. There are few records for the mausoleum as
it was privately built and privately owned for many years. The city did not receive records when it was
transferred..
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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America250
As of today, 28 Oct 2021, there is 4 years, 8
months, and 7 days before we celebrate
America’s 250 years of independence. From
their website: “The America250 Foundation,
officially designated by the U.S.
Semiquincentennial Commission to honor
America’s 250th, invites you to join us as we
count down to 250 years of the American
spirit. Get ready for the biggest, most
inclusive commemoration in our nation’s
history.” What can your society do to prepare for the American250 Event? What history needs to be
written, photos taken, records preserved? Brainstorm and discuss how you might celebrate this great event
in our nation’s history! Send your ideas to the newsletter editor for inclusion in future issues. https://
america250.org

Library Report, July 2021
Submitted by Karen Huck, MSGS Librarian

Training has been given to all the volunteers to help patrons in the library. Thanks to all
that have stepped forward to help. The library will be open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
from 1-3pm. If you are going to be in town and would like help any other day, please call
447-6540 and leave a message. We will arrange to have someone meet you at the library.
We have a laptop computer that is available for us to help patrons research their relatives.
Computer inventory through our Montana Shared Catalog program has begun. We scan the
bar code that was put on the book when cataloged. This fills in the inventory date. A report
will be ran afterwards for any books that were not scanned. As the scanning project was being
done, we used a special code in the program so we knew whether it was to be scanned, kept in
the library or put in book frolic. If any are missing this will help us know their status.
Our usage of the books in FamilySearch last month was 633. Since March, our books have
been viewed 4,486 times. We scanned 564 books.
Starting with this issue we have a new segment to the newsletter. The purpose
is to share links learning opportunities, videos, and podcasts:
•Family Tree Magazine: https://www.familytreemagazine.com/podcasts/
•Extreme Genes: http://www.extremegenes.com/
•The Genealogy Guys: http://www.genealogyguys.com/
•Genealogy Gems: http://www.lisalouisecooke.com/podcasts
•Genealogy Happy Hour: http://www.soundcloud.com/genealogy-happy-hour
•Genealogy Gold Podcast: http://www.ancestralfindings.com/af-podcast
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When we are able to gather again at our Annual Conference, a
considerable amount of time will have past since we met in Helena in
September 2019. At each conference, a Memorial Program is presented
by Judy Cohen at the Friday night banquet. This program takes time to
produce, so Judy is asking that if a member of your Local Society has
died since September 2019, please send notice of those members to Judy
at this time. She needs the extra time and would appreciate not receiving
everything at the last minute. Her email is: bumpie6@bresnan.net

Next Issue will be in January 2022
Send to: msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com

Invitations:
• Write a story for the History Corral
• Submit articles about your local Historical
Societies, include photos!
• Write a Book Review
• Submit some Genealogical Tips
• Submit a link to an Online Education opportunity
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Terry Atwood
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Helena MT 59604

