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President’s Message 
When the MSGS Board had to make the painful decision 

to cancel the September 2020 Conference last summer, I was 
sure it would only be a one year hiatus.  Without interruption 
from 1990 to 2019, the Montana State Genealogical Society 
held a conference that gave us an opportunity to focus on 
nothing but genealogy for a couple of days.  We learned from 
a variety of speakers and from each other.  We met new friends 
and nurtured old friendships.  Some of you even discovered 
new cousins.  We left inspired with new research possibilities 
and, often with an armload of new (to us anyway) books from 
the Book Frolic.  So many of you have told me that you 
looked forward to the conference as a way to jumpstart your 
research after the busy, outdoor activities of the summer 
wound down and you looked forward to the quieter, indoor 
days of fall and winter.   

Personally, I have attended every MSGS Conference from 
1999 to 2019.  When we couldn’t attend in person last year, I 
held my own “mini-conference” in my basement by myself 
and my 2nd Great Grandfather F.W.  I refer to him as just F.W. 
because that is the only consistent part of his name.  The F of 
his first name refers to either Frank or Frederick and his last 
name changes from Phelps to Miller and then back to Phelps.  
Needless to say, he is my major brick wall.  So, last year I dug 
out my notes and syllabuses from previous conferences and 
spent the weekend working at my computer to see if I can chip 
away at my roadblock.  We reserve that weekend for 
genealogy anyway, so why should we let the inability to have 
a physical conference take that wonderful opportunity from 
us? 

So, happily I can report my strategy worked.  I did make a 
chip in the brick, but with enough of the wall still standing I 
plan on meeting with F.W. again this year since sadly, we still 
are not able to meet in person for the September conference.   
I encourage you to join me.  Plan to focus on someone on your 
tree and spend the couple of days with them.  Hopefully they 
will enjoy the conference as much as we do and by Saturday 
evening they will have become a friend rather than a 
frustration. 

Hoping to see all of you in person once again in 2022 
~Shawna Valentine, MSGS President
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society (Bozeman) 
 The Gallatin County Genealogical Society concluded the 2020-2021 programming year in 
May before breaking for the summer.  GCGS held its spring meetings virtually which continued 
to be very well attended. 
 For the April meeting, Barbara Schenck gave an excellent presentation on “Beginning 
Research in England.”  She emphasized compiling all known details of the US ancestor who 
emigrated from England and recommended using this information to build a profile and timeline 
to focus your research as you pursue English records, sources, and stories.  She also described 
how to use different websites and other sources to research English vital records, census records, 
and parish registers. 
 In May, members virtually celebrated the Society’s ninth anniversary of GCGS reactivation 
and a wrap- up of annual achievements.  GCGS waived member dues for 2020-2021 and ended 
the year with 61 members.  Indexing projects slowed due to Covid-19 closures; however, 
indexers continue to enter vital record information from recent Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
obituaries and to research Gallatin County obituary index records provided by the Yellowstone 
Genealogy Forum.  
 The following officers were elected for the 2021-2022 membership year:  Steve Swinford, 
President; Karen Maika, Vice President; Cheryl Genovese, Secretary; Norma Ardesson, 
Treasurer; Tricia Thompson, Project Manager; and Jenn Vieth, Web Master.  President Steve 
Swinford sent out a survey to members asking for topics or other suggestions for future meeting 
programs.  Officers will meet later this summer to plan programming for 2021-2022, to discuss 
future in-person meetings and potential meeting locations, and to determine future virtual 
program options.  

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison    

Great Falls Genealogy Society (Great Falls)  
 If you have called the Great Falls Genealogy Society number and got a message that we 
were closed due to COVID restrictions, we apologize.  Our Society Library is open, we just 
forgot to change the message on our phone!  We are open Tuesday through Saturday, from 1 – 
4pm.  As soon as volunteers are in place, we will be open on Mondays as well.  
 Our Society Acquisition Committee and Board meetings are once again being held in 
person.  Current projects being worked on are the O’Connor Funeral Home records and School 
Census records.  Keep checking our webpage to see what new indexes are posted.  

What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 
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 A recently retired teacher donated a collection of 60+ Great Falls high school, middle 
school, and elementary school yearbooks to our Library.  A large percentage of those were ones 
we did not have in our collection.  Thanks for thinking of the Great Falls Genealogy Society 
when you have books you want to get rid of. 
 The season for “genealogy tourists” is under way.  Just this last week we had a man from 
Colorado and brothers from Michigan and Texas researching family who, at one point in time, 
had lived in Montana.  You can literally feel the excitement in the library as patrons make 
discoveries!  We invite you to come and do your research with us as well. 
 Gradually we are returning to some pre-COVID conditions at the Great Falls Genealogy 
Society and Library.  Nonetheless, we encourage everyone to stay safe and healthy 

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena) 
 For the first time since the Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society was formed in the 
mid 1980’s, we have not had a program in June and July in person or virtually. However, we are 
looking forward to our annual picnic in August and getting back to in-person meetings beginning 
in September.   

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

Powell County Genealogical Society 
 Hi to all!  We're alive and well and have had two meetings since Covid19 rules lifted.  It has 
been so nice getting together again and everyone is ready to get back to work.  
 We're planning an Open House gathering for the middle of September to promote society 
membership. We will also have a lot of displays including personal genealogical research.  If it 
generates enough interest, we have classes planned with a "find your roots" theme.  Being the 
eternal optimist, I'm looking forward to a good turnout! 
 We hope you are all having a great summer after being "under cover" for the past year!  

Submitted by Megan Thompson, President 

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings) 
 The Forum began meeting again, via Zoom, 
in January. 
 In April we held our last program via Zoom 
only. The program was on Acronyms, such as 
found for fraternal organizations and in city 
directories, and Ways to Find a Maiden Name.  
 The Forum FINALLY met in person in 
May for its annual meeting and election of 
officers. The program was on Techniques for 
Using Family Search.org by Laura Lee Zito, 
director of FHC in Billings. 
 June program was presented by three 
members on DNA matches – how are they 
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related to you and what to do with this information. Steve Baum and P.J. Smith covered ways to 
work with Ancestry matches. Alene Malloy uses My Heritage as she has more Eastern European 
lineage.  
 The Forum will continue to meet at the Family History Building plus transmit via Zoom.  
 For several years, the Forum has been trying to have obituaries from the 1950s and 1960s 
scanned and posted online. Last year Shawna Valentine was finally able to have FHL accept 
scanned images. They have been indexed and should be available online soon. All the obituaries 
were printed in the Billings Gazette. 
 Patronage of the Genealogy Room has been slow most days, although one Monday there 
were six people wanting help. A woman and her son were interested in Civil War records. A 
father and daughter from San Francisco were searching for family (Japanese) who lived in 
Montana about 1918. 
 If you are in Billings in the afternoon on Mondays through Thursday, please stop by the Gen 
Room in the public library.. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 

 
 When we are able to gather again at our Annual Conference, a 
considerable amount of time will have past since we met in 
Helena in September 2019.  At each conference, a Memorial 
Program is presented by Judy Cohen at the Friday night banquet.  
This program takes time to produce, so Judy is asking that if a 
member of your Local Society has died since September 2019, 
please send notice of those members to Judy at this time.  She 
needs the extra time and would appreciate not receiving 

everything at the last minute.  Her email is: bumpie6@bresnan.net 
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Next Issue will be 
in October 2021 

Society articles 
are due October 
10, 2021  

Send to:  
msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com 

Invitations:  
• Write a story for the History Corral 
• Submit articles about your local 

Historical Societies, include photos! 

mailto:bumpie6@bresnan.net
mailto:msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com


Hope to See You in 2022 

Due to the ongoing restrictions and uncertainties of the Pandemic, it 

was necessary that MSGS cancel the 2021 Conference. 

But we will come back stronger than ever in 2022, when we will be 

“Shedding a Light On Our Past” at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort 

September 29, 30, October 1, 2022 
Speakers will be: 

Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist 
and 

Rich Venezia founder of Rich Roots Genealogy  
Rich specializes in 20th Century Immigration Research 

Watch for more details to come! 
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The Montana State Genealogy Library is open to the public the same hours as the Lewis and 
Clark Library. To see their current library hours go to their website at www.lclibrary.org and 
click on "Location and Hours".   

Due to the extensive remodel of the public library, the genealogy library is no longer behind a 
closed gate. We still are an independent library owing our own books. The advantages to being in 
the main collection of the library is: 

All books are available for browsing when the library is open 
We now have a new direct line phone number, 407-447-6540, that you may leave 
messages on. We will be monitoring this for messages. 
All of our books have security tags (purchased and programmed by the public library) so 
they cannot leave as the library is still Reference Only. 

In 2019, the library became a partner library with FamilySearch to digitize and downsize our 
collection for the remodel. We were honored with over 100 volunteers giving of their time to 
help with this project. We have over 4,500 books in our 500 linear space. We were able to scan 
565 books to contribute to the FamilySearch Library. Statistics were not available for January 
and February but the months since our books we contributed have had many viewings:   

March - 488 views 
April - 634 views 
May - 699 views 
June - 778 views  

Total views for the past four months is 2,599. Very impressive numbers as we have never had 
this many members in our library in a month. So great that we can share with others.    

The volunteers also scanned many sheets of original documents and these are also available at 
FamilySearch for viewing. Many have not been indexed, but you can go into the collection for 
Lewis and Clark County and view them. 

We are still working on having volunteers in the library scheduled hours and answer all queries. 
If you need help with anything, please go to our website at www.lccgsmt.org or 
www.montanamsgs.org and leave us a message. It has been a challenging year+ with the 
pandemic and the remodel. Still working out some of the procedures since we are running under 
a completely different schedule. Thank you for having patience with us during this transition. 
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In the January issue of Roundup, I submitted a short 
report about the book, Nothing to Tell: Extraordinary 
Stories of Montana Ranch Women.  I thought it would be 
fun to expand on that report and search for each of the 
twelve women profiled in the book to see if they have 
already been added to the FamilySearch Family Tree. In 
this issue of the Roundup, I have included a brief report 
for six of the twelve women. The other six women were 
covered in the April issue. 

It would also be fun to know if any members of the 
Montana State Genealogical Society are descendants of 
these 12 women? Surprisingly, I have distant cousin 
relationships to several of these women! 

1. Helen Clark Wonder - Reviewed in April. 

2. Madge Switzer Walker - Reviewed in April. 

3. Marie Walker Converse - Reviewed in the April issue of the Roundup. 

4. Urma DeLong Taylor - Reviewed in the April issue of the Roundup. 

5. Winifred Chowning Jeffers - Reviewed in the April issue of the Roundup.  

6. Clara Peterson Nikelson - Reviewed in the April issue of the Roundup. 

7. Eva Eyman DePuy - Eva was found in Family Tree, number LJG2-BXJ. According to 
the Tree my relationship to Eva is through my husband who is 7C-2R. Her parents were 
Benjamin Franklin Eyman and Melissa Catherine Berkey. Eva’s parents came to Montana in 
1893 and homesteaded in Park County. Eva was born 16 Jan 1905 in Fall Creek, Park, 
Montana and died 11 June 1998 in Livingston, Park, Montana. Eva said, “I don’t know why I 
love horses. I was born that way. You feel so good when you’re on them. Oh, the smell of 
leather, new leather. That’s perfume almost.” (p132) Eva married Warren Depuy in 1926. She 
was interviewed in 1988 and died ten years later at age 93. The Eyman and DePuty surnames 
were not found in the First Families, vol. 1-4 publication. 

8. Florence Lewis Lyall - Florence was found in Family Tree, number L6WB-1FH. 
Florence and Fran (Roundup editor) are 9th cousins. Florence’ parents were Archie Lewis 
and Sina Elizabeth Estes. Florence was born 10 June 1902 near Emigrant, Park, Montana. 
She died 19 March 2002 at Great Falls, Cascade, Montana. In her interview, she said that she 
and her sister “played Flinch and Lotto; we played dolls; we had tea parties. She was Mrs. 

Book Report 
 Submitted by Fran Jensen, MSGS Newsletter Editor

7



White, I was Mrs. Black. We were always playing Going to Missouri; Mother came from 
Missouri” (p153). [Does anyone else remember playing Flinch or Lotto? Contact the editor if 
you do.]  In 1920, Florence married Ralph Donald Lyall in Big Timber, Sweet Grass, 
Montana. She was interviewed in March 1983 and died 19 years later, in 2002. Both 
Florence’s daughter, Frances Jean Thornal 1925-1998 and son, Richard Lewis Lyall 
1924-1975, preceded her in death. There are two Lewis’ in the First Families, vol. 1-4 index, 
but not Florence’s father, Archie Lewis. The Lyall surname is also not found in the First 
Families, vol. 1-4 publication. 

9. Kaia Lien Cosgriff - Kaia was found in the Family Tree, ID is LTT9-TDH. Fran, the 
author of this article is not related to Kaia but the author’s Curtis ancestors lived in the same 
locality at the same time as Kaia and her family. Perhaps they knew each other! Kaia was 
born 19 June 1899 in Norway, the oldest of 12 children born to Peter Anton Lien and Bertha 
Eik. The Lien family immigrated to the United States in 1904 and settled in Big Timber, 
Sweet Grass County. Kaia’s profile in the Family Tree includes 15 sources and unfortunately, 
no photos, stories, or documents. In 1983, when Kaia was 84, she was named the “Centennial 
Queen” and Grand Marshall of the Big Timber Centennial Rodeo. Kaia married John Robert 
Cosgriff in 1922 and they had four children, three boys and one girl. Kaia was interviewed at 
her home in Big Timber, January 1987. She died 
9 February 1999, four months shy of turning 
100 years old. Neither the Cosgriff or Lien 
surnames were found in the  First Families, 
vol. 1-4 publication. On 26 September 2017, 
Ron and Fran Jensen (editor) stopped at the 
Mountain View Cemetery on our way home 
from the MSGS Conference. We tried to take 
as many headstone photos as possible to add 
to Billion Graves. 

10.Lillian Moline Mehlhoff - Lillian was not found in Family Tree. Donna Gray, the author 
of the book, noted that Lillian was a generation younger than the eleven other women 
interviewed. Consequently, it’s possible that Lillian is still living. She was interviewed in 
1986 at her home on the Yellowstone River in Paradise Valley. Lillian married Lawrence 
Mehlhoff and he passed away in 2002 and was buried at Dillon, Beaverhead County, 
Montana. The Mehlhoff surname is not found in the First Families, vol. 1-4 publication. 

11.Ethel Goudy Briggs - Ethel was found in the Family Tree, her ID is LV7C-HC9. Fran is 
related to Ethel through her husband, who is 6C-1R. Ethel was born at home in Livingston, 
Park, Montana. Her parents, Herbert and Mabel Goudy were homesteaders. Neither the 
Goudy or Briggs surnames were not found in the First Families, vol. 1-4 publication. Ethel 
married a neighbor boy, Leo Briggs. In Ethel’s young married years, she and several other 
women formed a birthday club. Eventually, they made each other a quilt out of blocks each 
lady made for the quilts. On every block they were supposed to put their name, their age, and 
the year they were born. One of the oldest ladies refused to put her age or birth year on the 
blocks she made because she didn’t want the others to know how old she was. After the 
blocks were sewn together, they quilted each quilt for the birthday club member. Ethel said 
the quilt the ladies made for her was probably in the bottom of her cedar chest. In 1985, at 
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the time of the interview, Ethel said there were only seven or eight birthday club ladies still 
living. Wouldn’t it be fun to identify who all the ladies in the club were? Plus, get photos of 
all their birthday quilts!!! Sadly, the names of the birthday club ladies were not mentioned in 
the interview. Ethel always made her own laundry soap “in the spirit of independence and 
economy.” Plus always milked the cows. She said, “I intend to milk as long as I’m able.” Her 
interview spans pages 203 to 216. In the Family Tree, her profile includes seven sources but 
zero photos, stories, or documents. 

12.Beatrice McIntyre Murray - The last interview documented in the book was for 
Beatrice who was born 24 September 1905 in Atkin, Minnesota. Her full name was Anna 
Beatrice McIntyre. She married Russell Murray and had one child, Duane Russell, in 
Minnesota. The Murray family came to Montana in 1940 after the 1940 census was taken. 
The date of migration is beyond the date for either First Families or Early Settlers of 
Montana certification. Her profile ID in the Family Tree is L2F4-6B3. The Murray family 
lived in a remote, isolated place, no running water and no indoor bathroom, no electricity, no 
phone. In July 1949, nine years after they had settled in Montana, their son wanted a room by 
himself so they started building an addition to their one room log home. They had gone into 
town to get “some linoleum paste… a new bedspread and some things to fix it up.” When 
they arrived home, their home was gone, burned to the ground in a fire. They lost everything, 
what little they had. A neighbor who had seen the smoke rushed over to help save the home, 
but it was gone. It was said that the old dry logs were so dry there was nothing anyone could 
do but watch it all go up in smoke. A friend gave them a sheep wagon to live in while they 
worked to rebuild their log home. Beatrice’s son died young, at age 29, from an airplane 
accident. Her interview mentions a grandson named Rocky, so we can conclude that Bea’s 
son was married prior to his early death. Bea’s husband died in 1978. Bea was interviewed in 
her home in Roy, Fergus, Montana in 1988 and died there at age 97. 

America250 
As of today, 21 July 2021, there is 4 
years, 11 months, and 18 days 
before we celebrate America’s 
250 years of independence. From 
their website: “The America250 
Foundation, officially designated 
by the U.S. Semiquincentennial 

Commission to honor America’s 250th, invites you to join us as we count down to 
250 years of the American spirit. Get ready for the biggest, most inclusive 
commemoration in our nation’s history.” What can your society do to prepare 
for the American250 Event? What history needs to be written, photos taken, 
records preserved? Brainstorm and discuss how you might celebrate this great 
event in our nation’s history! Send your ideas to the newsletter editor for inclusion 
in future issues. https://america250.org
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MSGS will continue to accept applications for the First Families and Early 
Settler’s Project. Certificates will be issued for successful applications but 

there will be no guarantee that additional volumes will be printed.

Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602

 


