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2020 Vision. Before last year, that phrase meant being able to
see clearly what was expected to be seen under normal
circumstances.
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Then came the Visions of 2020. Within days, normal
circumstances and clarity became a thing of the past. As the
months passed, reality seemed to be re-defined on a regular
basis. Activities, traditions, and even thoughts that we simply
took for granted were suddenly in turmoil. Previously
unheard-of terms such as PPE, Zoom, and Social Distancing
became mainstays of our vocabularies. No longer a
thoughtless errand, a trip to the grocery store became a major
expedition. We used to take for granted the possibility of
meeting with friends at our local level or to participate in the
state conference where we could share and learn from each
other’s company. In 2020, those meetings became
impractical, if not impossible.

2nd Vice President - Shirley Rogers
PO Box 24, Boulder, MT 59632
Phone: 461-5761
Email: jcrsar92@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2008

Secretary: Jenn Vieth

2725 Valley Dr, East Helena MT 59635
Phone: 406-431-5636
Email: mtjengen@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2019

As I contemplate how different the world of January 2021 is
from the world of just one year ago, it reminds me of the
necessity to forget my preconceptions of the modern day in
order to place our ancestors in the various environments that
evolved over the course of their lifetimes. Throughout history,
the “Normal” for today has not equated to the “Normal” of
yesterday.
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4230 Wolverine, Helena, MT 59602
Phone: 443-4907
Email: terry@atwoodarts.com
Elected Sept. 2013
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That being said, it follows that the “Normal” of tomorrow will
earn its own definition. I hope it means our attentions will be
allowed to focus on happier topics rather than the daily active
cases count. I hope that includes the ability to socialize and
meet without fear of infection.

Newsletter Editor: Fran Jensen

Here’s hoping that 2021 brings peace, health, and a happier
definition of normal for all of us!
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Shawna Valentine, MSGS President
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting Summary
Virtually Montana July 2020
In response to the COVID-19 government guidelines, President,
Shawna Valentine, cancelled the in-person meeting and called for
virtual, email-based responses to the agenda. Members who submitted responses included,
Shawna Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Terry Atwood, Mary Pitch, Jenn Vieth, Fern
Kauffman, Carol Elliott, and Pat Ludwig.
The 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Registrar, and FGS Delegate reports were
all approved as presented.
It was decided that the MSGS will continue to accept applications for the First Families and
Early Settler’s Project. Certificates will be issued for successful applications but there will be no
guarantee that additional volumes will be printed. Volume V of the First Families and Early
Settler's book will not be released until the 2021 state conference.
The MSGS Executive Board has the right to decide if a 2020 Annual Meeting is held and it is the
opinion of the Board that MSGS does not need to hold the 2020 Annual Meeting. All officers
whose positions were up for election in 2020 agreed to add an additional year to their current
term. Societies and Officers are encouraged to submit reports of their activities for the October
2020 issue of the Big Sky Roundup.
It is not felt that MSGS needs to hold a Board Meeting in September. If there is enough business
to discuss at an October meeting, the meeting will be held through email or over Zoom.

Respectfully submitted,
Jenn Vieth, Secretary

Book Report
Submitted by Fran Jensen, MSGS Newsletter Editor

Twelve women, twelve personal histories of the lives of “Montana Ranch
Women”. The book, Nothing to Tell: Extraordinary Stories of Montana
Ranch Women, intrigued me because the author, Donna Gray, an oral
historian conducted interviews with each one to let them speak for
themselves to tell their own stories. I love doing oral history interviews,
so I’m reading the book for multiple purposes. I highly recommend this
book, even if you are not related to Helen Clark Wonder, Madge Switzer
Walker, Marie Walker Converse, Urma DeLongTaylor, Winifred
Chowning Jeffers, Clara Peterson Nikelson, Eva Eyman DePuy, Florence
Lewis Lyall, Kaia Lien Cosgriff, Lillian Moline Mehlhoff, Ethel Goudy
Briggs, and Beatrice McIntyre Murray.
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What’s Happening on the
Local Level…
Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society (Dillon)

Last year we wrote that the holiday seemed to catch everyone unaware. This year things are different.
No traveling. No family gatherings. We probably shouldn’t be out Christmas shopping either. But
Christmas letters sent to family members and friends will have to suffice.
Because of Covid 19 everyone is wondering how much we can do to keep our organization active and
also to celebrate the holiday without breaking the rules. Each society has to choose what works best for
their group. The Headhunters have continued to meet in our homes, with all members wearing masks.
Those that are uncomfortable with a group gathering can feel free to skip the meetings. Since we didn’t
have a standard place to meet, this is really not much of a change for our group.
For the educational part of the meetings we continue to watch recorded segments of John Philip
Colletta’s talks on genealogical research. These are always very informative and well done. He is easy to
listen to, and we always go home with new ideas for researching.
Submitted by Patricia Darling

Broken Mountains Genealogical Society (Chester)
We wanted to share some information about the Liberty County Historical Society for our report this
issue. Due to Covid, the society has had no formal meetings and little together projects.
The Liberty County Museum is a rather unique building in our
little town of Chester, Montana. It is currently closed due to the
COVID restrictions and the winter season. Usually during the
summer months, the museum is open every day in the afternoons
and evenings giving those that might be strolling about a gentle
reminder that there is always something new to be discovered
within. Often strangers to the community make a special trip to
either look up lost relatives or to find out more about the
community.
The museum was created from a former Methodist/Episcopal
Church building in 1969. It is now on the National Historic
Registry. The mission of the Association is to provide and preserve

historical archives for past, and future
community members of the area.
In the last few years, our local
genealogy society has chosen to use
these facilities for their meetings and
to keep all the past records previously
housed at the library but taking up
valuable space for the many books for
their clients. We have obituary and
burial records, weddings and
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scrapbooks, year books and many stories, cemetery maps, and most of our minutes stored there which
makes it convenient when working on projects.
Not only our organization but others have archived their records at this facility, again valuable for
research purposes. There are numerous exhibits including a band group, popular during the 50’s and 60’s
and possible later with actual figures and instruments and posters. Our Red Hat has a display with a
mannequin dressed in a local member’s clothes and lots of photos and album. These exhibits are on
display in various parts of three separate buildings, one of which is a complete classroom with desks,
black boards and a teacher.
Servicemen parade around in
basement with uniforms from every
branch.
There is also a separate lot with many
farm memorabilia including plows, a
sheepherder’s wagon, and even a
blacksmith shop. On special events, a
local pastor fires up the coals and
does demonstrations forging objects
with the blacksmithing tools. The
kids all gather around with the folks
to watch.
On one occasion our genealogy
society held an afternoon party on
their tiny lawn area between the
windmill and the front entrance.
With this members had a chance to go
inside to investigate the treasures while the others could enjoy treats while visiting. This is a photo of
Betty Marshall with Margaret Meissner.

Submitted by Pat Ludwig

Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society (Butte)
After a three-month quarantine hiatus, the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society was able to meet
together again in June when the Butte Archives once again opened their doors to the public. We took the
opportunity to share updates on our personal research and reviewed some useful information from Family
Tree magazine. Our July meeting was a bit smaller, but we did have a new face (we think—it is hard to
tell behind our masks). We have a very productive meeting reviewing Family Tree Maker and its many
useful features.
In August, in lieu of a society meeting, our members joined with the Montana 1889 group to learn
about the Chinese in Butte, followed by a tour of the Mai Wah museum and dinner at the Pekin, the oldest
family-operated Chinese restaurant in the United States. We highly recommend this experience to anyone
visiting Butte (post quarantine, of course).
At a small meeting in September, we worked one-on-one on our research problems, and using
Ancestry.com and other tools. On September 23, Julie Bushmaker and Linda Lee Holmes spoke on the
“Party Line” radio program about genealogy and using the Butte-Silver Bow Archives for research.
Given the current rate of Covid-19 cases in the community, and line with the Governor’s and local health
department’s guidelines, we have decided not to meet again as a group until conditions indicate it is safe.
We continue to share information through our Facebook page and emails.
We are sad that our State Meeting was postponed, but looking forward to hosting everyone next year
when we will hopefully be able to mingle unmasked and in close proximity at Fairmont Hot Springs. We
are all looking forward to better times in 2021!
Submitted by Linda Lee Holmes
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society (Bozeman)

We all had to deal with the ever-changing impacts on our lives as a result of the Covid-19 closures,
restrictions, stay-at-home directives and endless guidelines. As with most organizations, the Gallatin
County Genealogical Society canceled its spring meetings and does not meet in the summer. With
meetings canceled, the Society opted to conduct the annual officer election via e-mail in May. The
following officers were elected for the 2020-2021 membership year: Steve Swinford, President; Karen
Maika, Vice President; Cheryl Genovese, Secretary; Norma Ardesson, Treasurer; Tricia Thompson,
Project Manager; Jenn Vieth, Web Master; and Carol Elliott, State Liaison.
In August, the officers held a virtual meeting to plan the 2020-2021 program year. The group decided
to keep the normal schedule of 7 meetings for the year; however, meetings would be virtual due to
Covid-19 group size restrictions and the high risk age group of many of our members. GCGS
membership was extended through the 2020-2021 year for all members who had paid dues for 2019-2020.
Our first virtual meeting was in September via WebEx and was entitled “A Test for the Nervous.” That
meeting gave everyone an opportunity to connect to a virtual meeting and get updated information on our
society and future programs.
Fall programs focused on a return to basics to help people new to genealogy build their research
capabilities. In October, Steve Swinford provided an excellent presentation on the “Benefits of Joining
Local Societies” including local contacts, genealogy resources, preservation of local records, country
interest groups within the Society, and access to experienced researchers for help with brick walls,
research travel, and documentation. Each year, the most popular GCGS program is Tricia Thompson’s
annual Ancestry.com presentation. In November, she gave an outstanding program, “Introduction to
Ancestry.com: The Basics (Plus)” designed to help new researchers negotiate basic Ancestry functions
and searches. The “Plus” items gave more experienced researchers some excellent tips on lesser known
Ancestry capabilities. GCGS opened the November virtual meeting to all MSGS members which had 54
participants, double the normal in-person attendance. GCGS plans to open the remaining 2021 virtual
meetings to MSGS members.
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison

Great Falls Genealogy Society (Great Falls)

While the Great Falls Public Library has re-opened with limited hours, given the age of the majority
of our volunteers, the board of the Great Falls Genealogy Society decided to close our Library at least
until the end of December. We will reassess the situation at that time and confer with the Public Library
director to determine when we will reopen to patrons. Volunteers go to the Library once a week to check
things and pick up the mail.
Our Society board is holding meetings via ZOOM, to take care of Society business. We have also
held General Meetings of the Society membership via Zoom, with somewhat limited participation. With
each meeting more people are participating.
In October we had Rev. Bob Skinner, District Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain District of the
Church of the Nazarene as our speaker. He and his family lived in Ukraine as missionaries for 17-years
and he gave an overview of Ukranian history and the change there since the collapse of communism
under Soviet Russia.
We recently contacted high schools in Great Falls asking for help completing collections of yearbooks
for their schools. Catholic Central and CM Russell high schools responded with a larger number of
yearbooks we were missing. We also approached our Goodwill store, explaining the types of books
useful to our Library. We learned that the majority of what we look for, they send to be recycled! They
now hold those things for us and we have gained yearbooks, alumni directories, local and town histories,
and maps.
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There are still many unknowns for our Society. Our 45th anniversary celebration events will
eventually be re-scheduled as 45+1. We hope we will be able to return to a regular schedule before long,
but realize that depends on social distancing and health guidelines.
We are all doing well in Great Falls and encourage everyone to stay safe and healthy.
Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena)

Our last in person meeting was held on March 11th. Little did we know we wouldn’t be meeting again
for who knows how long? Thanks to one of our members, we held our first Zoom meeting November 11th
and our second on December 9th. At our first meeting members told what they had been doing since
March in genealogy and otherwise. Several worked on major projects such as putting together a family
book for cousins, another worked on finding an in-law’s birth father. One couple researched relatives who
died around the time of the 1918 pandemic and discovered there was another pandemic in the 1800’s.
While looking for something in a long neglected closet, one member rediscovered her grandfather’s
3D slides he took in the 1950’s, bringing back fond memories of family picnics, summers at a family
cabin and Christmases.
Usually at our December meeting we have a Christmas open house with “Show & Tell” as we eat
treats that members have brought. We weren’t able to share our treats this year, but each person told of a
family Christmas tradition, a Christmas memory or a special holiday food including oyster stew, mini
mincemeat pies, plum pudding, potato candy. One member showed off the plum pudding mold that she
inherited from her grandparents that was used every Christmas. The pudding would be lit before it was
sliced and served along with a hard sauce and a hot nutmeg sauce.
We don’t know what our meetings will be in 2021, but we encourage all that are able to register for
Roots Tech 2021 to be held in February.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
July’s report included status about the Forum that had not met since February which was TOTALLY
unusual. Future meetings were also uncertain.
“Climbing Your Family Tree” – This will be a public program based on “Finding Your Roots” and other
TV genealogy programs. Local weatherman/broadcaster/pastor Rob Griggs is our guinea pig. His DNA
tests came back. Several Forum members are tracing his family tree. Others will create a Powerpoint
presentation, historic timeline, and family history book. This program was originally scheduled for May
but Billings Public Library closed in March. [BPL has re-opened and closed twice since this writing. The
plan is to re-open on January 4.]
Mountview Cemetery database – Three members of the Forum were conducting research and adding
to the Yellowstone County database with information on people buried at Mountview. Of course, the
office shut down in March. Recently we were allowed to volunteer again. While in hiatus, I researched
names beginning with Z. Another volunteer researched burials from the early days (1885 – 1909). More
volunteers are needed, if you might be interested. For those of you who have relatives buried here, you
can find the grave location and information at https://www.co.yellowstone.mt.gov/cemetery/ygl.asp
January’s report includes: This has been a challenging year, which is not news to any of you. The
Forum held one executive board meeting this summer at a park where we could social distance and wear
masks. The next meeting was held via Zoom.
The Forum held one program meeting, in August, at Mountview Cemetery in Billings, Montana. P. J.
Smith lead a walking tour through one of the older sections. Many “builders” of the community and their
families are buried there. They are an interesting and assorted group. Some went to the gold fields of
western Montana before coming to the Yellowstone Valley. Some arrived along with the railroad. Others
came here earlier. They were businessmen, ranchers, doctors, agriculturalists. All were influential in the
development of Billings.
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In the early hours of September 20, an
SUV crashed through the granite sign at
Mountview Cemetery, a 4 inch thick tree
behind it, and on the diagonal through
several rows of veteran headstone (29 in
all) before stopping on its side. The driver
ran away from the scene. See Billings
Gazette, "29 vets need new headstones
after Billings cemetery crash," by Paul
Hamby, 22 Sep 2020, accessed 7 Jan 2021.
The burial dates of the veterans whose
headstone were damaged ranged from
1964 to 1972. Forum members Faith
Barnwell and P. J. Smith volunteer doing
research for the cemetery. Cemetery
director, Chris Waite, had been in touch
with VA regarding replacing the
headstones but seemed at a loss at to how
to find records. Faith and P. J. compiled records by viewing pictures from Find a Grave for the service
units, Ancestry for VA BIRLS lists, and obituaries that the Forum had in the Genealogy Room. Within a
week the information was forwarded to VA. “After the accident, some of the most challenging work for
cemetery staff was locating the decades-old records associated with the broken headstones to make sure
each veteran was correctly identified.” (Billings Gazette)
In time for Veterans Day, the replacement headstones arrived at the cemetery on November 10.
Billings Gazette, "Billings cemetery begins the work of placing new marble headstones at veterans'
graves," by Rob Rogers, 10 Nov 2020, accessed 7 Jan 2021. During their absence, the graves had been
marked with American flags. In this picture you can tell which are the new markers as the inscriptions are
dark.
The Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library was open for two weeks in October. Volunteers were
there Monday-Thursday from 1 to 3 pm. Then the library closed again. It may re-open on March 8th.
Newspaper Articles URL Links:
• https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/29-vets-need-new-headstones-after-billings-cemetery-crash/
article_7535173d-8061-5ef2-a41f-c2ca0f71b096.html
• https://billingsgazette.com/news/local/billings-cemetery-begins-the-work-of-placing-new-marbleheadstones-at-veterans-graves/article_9ab52612-d607-5598-a737-2ddd7a0271f7.html
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President

The Allen County Public Library

Montana genealogical research books at the Allen County Public Library
in Fort Wayne, Indiana are numerous. 26 shelves of books, not including
the city directories or Montana family histories. I had to take a photo of
every shelf just to remind me of what’s there just waiting to be discovered!
Visit the Genealogy Center Page to get started on using their resources
https://acpl-cms.wise.oclc.org/genealogy
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When we are able to
gather again at our Annual
Conference, a considerable
amount of time will have
past since we met in
Helena in September 2019.
At each conference, a Memorial Program is
presented by Judy Cohen at the Friday night
banquet. This program takes time to produce,
so Judy is asking that if a member of your
Local Society has died since September 2019,
please send notice of those members to Judy at
this time. She needs the extra time and would
appreciate not receiving everything at the last
minute. Her email is: bumpie6@bresnan.net

RootsTech 2021:
Celebrate Your Family Story
25-27 February 2021 RootsTech Connect: A Free
Online Conference Experience, “For the first time
ever, the world’s largest family celebration event
will be entirely virtual and completely free. Get
ready to celebrate shared connections with people
from around the world. Connect with friends, your
family, your past, and your heritage and homelands
—all from the comfort of your home and in your
browser.” Register at rootstech.org

Thank you everyone for all the society updates
and other news for the Roundup January issue!
Next Issue will be in
April 2021

Norway Research Steps

Society articles are
due April 10, 2021

Posted on the FamilySearch Facebook page, 6 Feb
2021, are five steps for conducting research on your
ancestors from Norway. The post states, “Beginning
about 1500, churches in Norway required their clergy
to keep christening (or baptisms) records.” And “These
records should contain the birth date, christening date,
the father’s first name, mother’s name, the child’s
name, and generally the residence.” More information
and tips for Norwegian research on FamilySearch can
be found in the Research Wiki: https://
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Starting_Research_in_Norway

Send to:
msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com

Invitations:
• Write a story for the History Corral
• Submit articles about your local Historical
Societies, include photos!
8

Unidentified Photo
Submitted by Fran Jensen, MSGS Newsletter Editor
Photos and family history are my passion. The first time I visited the Montana State Genealogical Society
Library in Helena, Montana, there was one photo that quickly captured my attention. Since then, the
collection has been digitized by the Family History Library, incorporated into the public library holdings,
and moved from the second to first floor. I don’t know if anyone has ever been able to identify who this
couple is. Nothing was written on the front or back and no one I spoke to knew who they were. Does
anyone have any ideas about the identity of this couple or where the photo was taken?
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Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602

MSGS will continue to accept applications for the First Families and Early
Settler’s Project. Certificates will be issued for successful applications but
there will be no guarantee that additional volumes will be printed.
Volume V of the First Families and Early Settler's book will be released in
Fall 2021.

