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President’s Message 

A lot has happened in the last year.  Or maybe it 
would be more accurate to say that not enough has 
happened in the last year.  Either way, it has been over a 
year since we experienced the first shutdowns from the 
pandemic, and we are still experiencing COVID’s grip 
on almost everything we do or try to do. 

Conditions and restrictions in place last summer 
caused the MSGS Board to make the difficult decision to 
cancel the September 2020 Conference.  Now, history is 
repeating itself as we have once again decided it is 
necessary to cancel the September 2021 Conference as 
well.  Speakers would not commit to attending stating 
they do not feel safe flying yet and spacing restrictions 
still in effect for groups of our size (125-150 people) 
would not allow us to gather anyway.   

The genealogical community and the facility are 
hopeful that by next year things will be stabilized and 
MSGS is going full steam ahead to have the best 
conference yet on September 29, 30, October 1, 2022 at 
the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort.  More details 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Looking forward to seeing YOU in  
Twenty Twenty TWO!! 

~Shawna Valentine, MSGS President

  
Big Sky Roundup 

http://montanamsgs.org
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society (Bozeman) 
     As Covid-19 restrictions and public library closures extended into 2021, the Gallatin County 
Genealogical Society continued with virtual meetings and programming.  GCGS opened the 
virtual meetings to MSGS members which doubled virtual attendance with 62 participants for 
the January meeting and 50 for the February meeting.  
     In January, Steve Swinford gave another of his ever-popular DNA presentations.  This time, 
he focused on “DNA:  What It Can Tell You and What It Can’t.”  He discussed the use of DNA 
in genetic genealogy and its use in determining genetic relationships between people and 
supporting links in a family tree.  He emphasized that ethnicity results should be viewed as 
regional ties to where ancestors lived but not as cultural heritage.  A DNA match will not tell you 
if a match is on the maternal or paternal side nor can it tell you that someone is not your third 
cousin. 
     Jenn Vieth combined two topics in her excellent February program, “Boston University’s 
Genealogical Principles Course and Special Schedules.”  Boston University’s online principles 
course covers the sources, standards and citations used in quality genealogy research, the 
development of research questions and plans, and the use of DNA results in genealogy research.  
Jenn underscored the importance for all of us to “Stop Searching and Start Researching!”  The 
rest of her presentation centered on the use of Special Schedule census records for additional 
information on ancestors and the communities in which they lived.  Jenn introduced these 
underused records covering Agriculture, Manufacturing and Industry, Military/Veterans, 
Mortality, Slave and Social Statistics Schedules as well as American Indian and State/Local 
Censuses. 
     Recently, the Yellowstone Genealogy Forum in Billings transferred a collection of Gallatin 
County obituaries to GCGS.  The Society is developing plans to index and add these obituary 
documents to our online genealogy record database to make them more widely accessible.  

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison    

Great Falls Genealogy Society (Great Falls)  
In our last board meeting, the Great Falls Genealogy Society decided that by following the 

guidelines set by our Public Library, we would re-open our Society Library Tuesday, April 13th!  
We have enough volunteers to staff the Library Tuesday through Saturday, from 1 – 4pm.  Those 
hours match the hours our Public Library is open at this time.  We are limited to having a 
maximum of 10 people in the Library at any time.  

What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 
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Our Society board meetings and the General Meetings of the Society are being held via 
ZOOM at present.  This arrangement has allowed many of our out-of-state members to attend 
our General Meetings, an unforeseen plus to this arrangement.  For our March and April 
meetings we viewed presentations from the recent Roots Tech convention.      

After adding a large number of Cascade County high school yearbooks to our Library, we are 
now approaching our middle and elementary schools for yearbook donations.  We continue to 
receive a variety of books from our local Goodwill store. 

There continues to be some uncertainties for our Society, but we are gradually working our 
way through those.  After the many months of closure, we are excited at the prospect of being 
able to once again work together and serve our patrons. 

We continue to do well in Great Falls and encourage everyone to stay safe and healthy. 
Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena) 
Our society is still meeting once a month on Zoom, but anxious to get back to in person 

gatherings. In the past three months we have talked about connecting with living cousins through 
DNA; we’ve had guest speaker Jan Thomson talk about “What’s in Your Genealogy Tool Box” 
(the kinds of things you need in order to do genealogical research). For me the most important 
thing I took away from that meeting was to make a timeline for the person you are researching, 
including major world and/or local events that would affect that person. I have started a timeline 
for my great grandfather who came to Missoula at age 21 from New Brunswick in 1880 & it has 
been very helpful. At our last meeting we had a quick over view on using the RootsTech website, 
followed by 2 videos, “Tips for improving your internet research skills” and “Norwegian naming 
conventions”. My sympathy goes out to all who have Norwegian ancestors as the naming 
conventions appear to be very complicated! !  

Thanks goes out to the Gallatin County Genealogical Society for sharing their monthly Zoom 
meetings with all the societies in the state and to Jan Thomson in Great Falls for sharing her vast 
knowledge via Zoom. Members have shared other links to Zoom meetings, the most recent one 
from the Southern California Genealogical Society on the subject of researching in Scotland. It 
appears that one could spend every waking hour on the computer watching videos or attending 
meetings!  

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings) 
The beginning of a new year usually brings anticipation of good things. Think again - for 

2021.  The company that the Forum has used as web host since 2014, Easy Net Sites (ENS), 
notified us that it would be quitting business in June 2021. (It is the host for hundreds of 
genealogy and historical societies.) 

The Forum board held two emergency meetings via Zoom to discuss strategy as we did not 
want to lose our data and the types of services we had been using with ENS. It was a relief when 
Blue Crab Software announced that it would be acquiring ENS and continuing the services on 
which we had depended. It has been in business for over 40 years and offers a variety of services. 
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The Forum been meeting via Zoom. The first one was a “get to know Zoom”. It was fun to 
see and visited with people we had not seen in a year. 

The second Zoom program was on how to find birth dates - what sources will provide you 
the information, or a close date. The second was on “Organizing Your Digital Genealogy Files”. 
Sydney Gabel had given us this information in January in a handout e-mailed to members. In 
March she walked us through the method via Zoom and a PowerPoint.  

We plan to continue using Zoom for meetings. We have permission to meet again at the FHC 
gym but that will be up to members’ comfort levels in being together in person. 

The Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library re-opened on March 29th. Seven volunteers 
provide patrons a minimum of 32 hours per month of research help. Up to three people are 
allowed in the room at one time. Volunteers are there Monday through Thursday from 1 to 3 pm. 
If you are in Billings, please stop by. 

Faith Barnwell and P.J. Smith continue to volunteer doing research for Mountview Cemetery 
in Billings. An old DOS database will be discontinued eventually. They are going section by 
section of the cemetery and making sure the names in DOS match the names in the Yellowstone 
County “Gravesite Lookup” database in order for a conversion to work. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 

 

 
When we are able to gather again at our 
Annual Conference, a considerable 
amount of time will have past since we 
met in Helena in September 2019.  At 
each conference, a Memorial Program is 
presented by Judy Cohen at the Friday 
night banquet.  This program takes time to 
produce, so Judy is asking that if a 
member of your Local Society has died 
since September 2019, please send notice 
of those members to Judy at this time.  
She needs the extra time and would 
appreciate not receiving everything at the 
last minute.  Her email is: 
bumpie6@bresnan.net 
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Thank you everyone for all the society updates and 
other news for the Roundup January issue! 

Next Issue will be in 
July 2021 

Society articles are 
due July 10, 2021  

Send to:  

msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com 

Invitations:  
• Write a story for the History Corral 
• Submit articles about your local Historical 

Societies, include photos! 

mailto:msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com
mailto:bumpie6@bresnan.net


Hope to See You in 2022 

Due to the ongoing restrictions and uncertainties of the Pandemic, it 

was necessary that MSGS cancel the 2021 Conference. 

But we will come back stronger than ever in 2022, when we will be 

“Shedding a Light On Our Past” at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort 

September 29, 30, October 1, 2022 

Speakers will be: 

Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist 
and 

Rich Venezia founder of Rich Roots Genealogy  
Rich specializes in 20th Century Immigration Research 

Watch for more details to come! 
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In the January issue of Roundup, I submitted a short 
report about the book, Nothing to Tell: Extraordinary 
Stories of Montana Ranch Women.  For this issue, I 
thought it would be fun to expand on that report and 
search for each of the twelve women profiled in the book 
to see if they have already been added to the 
FamilySearch Family Tree. In this issue of the Roundup, 
I have included a brief report for six of the twelve 
women. The remaining six women will be covered in the 
next issue of the Roundup. 

It would also be fun to know if any members of the 
Montana State Genealogical Society are descendants of 
these 12 women? Surprisingly, I have distant cousin 
relationships to several of these women! 

1. Helen Clark Wonder - Helen was found in the Family Tree, her number is 2RB8-TQ5. 
According to the Tree my relationship to Helen is 8C-1R. She was born 2 December 1910 in 
Ennis, Madison County, Montana. Her parents were George Milburn Clark and Lilian 
Carkeek. Helen died in 2002. Her profile page in the Tree includes 10 sources but 
unfortunately no photos, stories, or documents. Helen married Dennis Wonder in 1928. The 
book includes 27 pages of family history about Helen, her childhood years, her siblings, a 
brief mention of her spouse’s service in World War I, and other family stories. 

2. Madge Switzer Walker - Madge was found in the Family Tree, her number is K8QZ-
C3H. According to the Tree my relationship to Madge is 8C-2R. She was born 10 September 
1891 in Jeffers, Montana to Tavner Switzer and Carrie Pickins. Madge currently has two 
sources attached to her profile in the Tree but no photos, documents, or stories. The book 
contains ten pages of personal and family history stories. 

3. Marie Walker Converse - Marie was found in the Family Tree, her number is LJLY-
MWW. According to the Tree my relationship to Marie is wife of 5C-2R. Marie was born 14 
August 1897 in Hillsdale, Illinois to Daniel Walker and Daisy Pettifer. The Tree lists her 
husband as Selah Lester Converse, with no marriage event details. Marie currently has 
twelve sources attached to her profile in the Tree but no photos, documents, or stories. The 
Nothing to Tell book includes 38 pages of history about Marie, her childhood, her parents 

Book Report 
 Submitted by Fran Jensen, MSGS Newsletter Editor
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and grandparents, her marriage, and story after story about living in Montana. Marie was 
interviewed in her home in 1987, three years before she died in 1990. 

4. Urma DeLong Taylor - Urma was found in the Family Tree, her number is GMS9-
MCX. According to the Tree my relationship to Urma is 9C-1R. Urma was born 22 
December 1911 in Solen, North Dakota to John  and Elata DeLong. The book includes 
twelve pages of personal and family history for Urma. Of note, the introduction to Urma’s 
history states, “Her parents and her mother’s family, the Geers, were to become part of 
Montana’s great homestead saga.” Urma traveled in a covered wagon with her parents and 
her older sister Hester from North Dakota to Colorado, then on to Wyoming and Montana. 
Urma was interviewed in 1985 and 1987. She died in 1999 at the age of 87. Urma’s profile 
page in Family Tree includes three sources and zero photos, documents, and stories. 

5. Winifred Chowning Jeffers - Winifred was found in the Family Tree, her number is 
KZMX-ZDX. According to the Tree my relationship to Winifred is through my husband who 
is 5C-2R. Winifred was born 7 August 1895 in Ennis, Madison County, Montana. Her parents 
were Charles Chowning and Jennie Winifred Ennis. In the Tree she has thirteen sources and 
zero photos, documents, or stories. The personal history interview was done with her in 1986 
and she died four years later, in 1990. Her personal history in the book is 20 pages long. One 
interesting story she told was that her grandfather, her mother, and Winifred herself “served 
as postmaster in Ennis for a total of eighty-six years.” (p106) In her interview, she talked a 
lot about her grandfather, her mother, her growing up and teenage years, her courtship and 
marriage, and all the activities involved in family life on a homestead in Montana.  

6. Clara Peterson Nikelson - Clara was found in the Family Tree, her number is 
LBB9-44Z. According to the Tree, I have zero relationship to Clara. The most interesting fact 
is that only Clara, her husband Albert Nickelson, and their child Barbara are linked together 
in the Tree. Neither Clara or Albert are listed with any parents. It’s actually Barbara’s 
husband Jack Tipton whose line extends back further in the Tree. However, there is one 
potential duplicate profile in the Tree for Clara that needs reviewing and possibly merging. 
Currently, her profile contains two sources and zero photos, documents, and stories. Clara 
was born in 1906 in Park County, Montana and died in 1995. The Nothing to Tell book 
contains 18 pages of personal and family history for Clara. She was interviewed in 1983. 

7. Eva Eyman DePuy - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 

8. Florence Lewis Lyall - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 

9. Kaia Lien Cosgriff - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 

10.Lillian Moline Mehlhoff - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 

11.Ethel Goudy Briggs - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 

12.Beatrice McIntyre Murray - Will be reviewed in the next issue of the Roundup. 
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MSGS will continue to accept applications for the First Families and Early 
Settler’s Project. Certificates will be issued for successful applications but 

there will be no guarantee that additional volumes will be printed. 
Volume V of the First Families and Early Settler's book will be released in 

Fall 2021.

Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602

 


