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President’s Message 
       
As all of us transition out of 2018 and into 2019, 

we are given the opportunity to assess where we have 
been and plan where we want to go.  Many of us see 
areas in our lives that would benefit from some type 
of change and we resolve to try to make those 
changes happen.  Usually those changes revolve 
around health or issues of daily life, but why not 
expand our resolutions to include our genealogical 
pursuits as well? 

If you are faced with a brick wall, why not 
resolve to try new approaches to your problem?  Try 
thinking about it in a new way, try exploring new on-
line sources, try expanding your focus even farther to 
your person’s neighbors or siblings, try learning more 
about their community and the forces at play during 
that period of time, or maybe plan a research trip to 
the area where you just may find that elusive piece of 
evidence you have been missing. 

Even if you are lucky enough not to have a brick 
wall, I encourage you to expand your comfort zone 
and try new ways to build on the research skills you 
already have.  Maybe develop (and stick to) a better 
way of organizing what you already have found, read 
genealogical journals and think about how their 
solutions may be applied to your situations, revisit 
the research you have already gathered as you may 
know more now than when you first found it. 

May the future months of 2019 be filled with 
health, happiness, and success in discovering your 
past. 

            Shawna Valentine, President 

  
Big Sky Roundup 

http://montanamsgs.org

2018-2019 Officers January 2019
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting Summary 
6 October 2018 

      

     The meeting was called to order by President Shawna Valentine.  Others present included Verba Valentine, 
Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry Atwood and Mary Pitch.  Fran Jensen participated via speaker phone.  The 
minutes of the 20 September 2018 board meeting were approved.  Treasurer Terry Atwood reported the checking 
account balance as $30.51 and the savings account balance as $26,122.53.  He also reported that all 2018 MSGS 
Conference bills have been paid. 

     First Vice President Verba Valentine reported 129 people attended the 2018 MSGS Conference in Great Falls, 
20-22 September 2018.  The board reviewed a detailed summary of the conference evaluations completed by 
attendees.  Overall, the evaluations were very positive.  The two national speakers, Pam Sayre and Rick Sayre, 
received high marks from attendees.  In return, both speakers were impressed with the depth of questions and the 
interest of attendees.  Suggestions for future topics, scheduling, preconference activities and conference facilities 
were discussed in conjunction with planning for the 2019 MSGS Conference in Helena. 

     Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, reported good conference sales at the book frolic, raffle and MSGS table.  
By speaker phone, Fran Jensen, Newsletter Editor, updated the board on plans for a January edition of the Big Sky 
Roundup, standardizing local society report deadlines, and identifying newsletter volunteers to submit information, 
photos, etc. for use in the newsletter and on Facebook. 

     In accordance with the revised MSGS Bylaws approved in September 2018, President Shawna Valentine 
appointed the following people to the Executive Board because they manage specific programs for the Society:  
Karen Huck, Librarian; Pat Ludwig, Historian; Fern Kauffman, First Families and Early Settlers Program Manager; 
and Fran Jensen, Newsletter Editor.  In addition, Shawna moved that Shirley Rogers be appointed as the Society’s 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) representative.  The motion was approved. 

     Carol Elliott, Bylaws Chair, updated the board on administrative actions taken after the revised MSGS Bylaws 
were approved by the MSGS membership at the 2018 Annual Meeting, 22 September 2018.  The signed bylaws 
will be posted on the MSGS website.  She also reviewed the process to update the MSGS Standing Rules.  The next 
board meeting will be held on Saturday, 16 March 2019, in Helena. 

        Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary 

Montana in the News 
In the September-October 2018 
issue of Partner Zeitung, News 
from the International German 
Genealogy Partnership, the 
Montana Mining Country was 
featured. Permission to share the 
news was granted by Edie 
Adam. Visit the International 
German Genealogy Partnership 
website for more information the 
genealogical organization. URL: 
https://iggpartner.org/index.php 
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Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society - Dillon 
 The Beaver Head Hunters have been enjoying studying the genealogy series by John Phillip Colletta. He is 
such an expert on genealogy that his ideas are always helpful and easy to understand. Even those who have been 
doing genealogy for many years have gained from his explanations and suggestions.  
 In December we had our annual Christmas party. It is always held in the waiting room of the old Dillon train 
depot, and the atmosphere adds to the feeling of the old days. We have a potluck dinner with delicious foods 
prepared by the members. After the meal is done we play Bingo, which is monitored by Darlene Hildreth, the 
founder of the Head Hunters. Everyone present brings a gift that is used as a prize. No names are written on the 
packages, and no one knows what they contain. Once you win a prize, it can be stolen from you by another winner. 
There is always one prize that everyone gets interested in and it goes back and forth from one table to another. It’s a 
fun evening.  
 At our January meeting we will talk about goals for 2019, and whether we accomplished last year’s goals. 
Sometimes we realize we haven’t been putting our nose to the grindstone!  

Submitted by Patricia Darling 

Gallatin County Genealogical Society - Bozeman 
    The Gallatin County Genealogical Society celebrated the end of 2018 with the completion of two database 
projects and two excellent programs on ancestry.com techniques and migration and land record research. 
     In January 2018, GCGS started an 11-month project to index the funeral records of Bozeman’s Dokken-Nelson 
Funeral Home which created 10,809 index records for the years 1936-1973.  By the end of the year, indexers also 
completed a similar project at the Dahl Funeral Home adding 1,736 entries for the years 1940-1969.  These two 
projects added over 12,500 index records to the GCGS funeral record databases on the Society’s new website 
(mtgcgs.org). 
     An annual favorite program is Tricia Thompson’s presentation on Ancestry.com techniques, titled “How Do I Do 
_______ on Ancestry.com?”  At the October meeting, she talked about saving images, merging duplicate records, 
limiting search results and creating family history books and family tree charts on My Canvas.  For the November 
program, Steve Swinford and Tricia gave a combined program on migration and land records.  Steve concentrated 
on “Migration in Colonial America” followed by Tricia’s discussion on “Lure of the Land (or Landing Those 
Records).”  She emphasized that land records are among the best preserved records in the United States.  She also 
passed out an excellent list of “Rookie Mistakes” made when researching land records.   

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison    

Broken Mountains Genealogical Society - Chester 
 We have moved most of our files and work to the Liberty County Museum and are at the present time having 
our meetings there.  We only officially meet 4 times during the year to coordinate our current projects—Mainly the 
Burial records and recently we have been going through a stack of “old town photos” that we have had stored in our 
files.  These are very clear, well done photographs that we have at different times displayed and even had a sale on 
reprints from many of them. 
 From our going through and discussions evolving around them, we decided to try for a series of articles in the 
local newspaper to generate interest in both our Society and what is available in our files as well as those of the 
Museum.  A special meeting was called so that we could go through the photos and the stories we have and we 
picked out several that we then researched.   
 The first photo that we submitted to the newspaper The Liberty County Times, was the Hardware Store from 
1910.  We simply published the photo with a caption asking folks to identify where it was located and who owned 
it.  

What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 

New: Click on the title of each section to go directly to their website
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 We also had asked for any pertinent information about the building and for 
any interesting information they could have for us.  It did stir up interest and 
even though we had a complete history of the building, we received many 
comments and replies although not to the email address, but mostly catching 
one of us and telling us what they knew—even a few phone calls from folks 
who actually were involved in its business. 
 The next week we then published the “facts” as recorded in another one of 
our holdings and embellished the article with some of the replies and stories 
told to us.  We will now print a story to go into our online web page where we 
have a stories section.  We have two more ready to submit to the paper but with 
Christmas, etc. it may take a week or two to get things moving again.  The 
editor of the paper would like us to make up a regular schedule so he can plan 
the space, thus  that will be our next order of business along with updating 2018 
in our burial records.        Submitted by  Pat Ludwig 

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls  
 The focus for the Great Falls Genealogy Society has been to get back to “things as usual” and we are managing 
to do that. 
 We have enjoyed some great programs this fall.  In October Great Falls High School literacy teacher Charla 
Bunker showed a video produced by former students who had researched the Anaconda Company’s history within 
the Great Falls area.  She told how she is making use of genealogy techniques to help her students find past 
generations.  Her students are working to identify those buried in the military cemetery at Ft. Shaw. 
 For our November meeting we always have a potluck dinner, followed by the Society’s Annual Meeting.  All of 
last year’s officers were returned to office.  Appreciation Certificates were presented to our many volunteers, and 
Lance and Ramona Boyton-Logan were named Great Falls Genealogy Society’s Volunteers of the Year. 
 December’s meeting featured the Family Services Advisor at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Eric Sprague.  He gave us a 
history of the cemetery and its predecessor, Calvary Cemetery, as well as the challenges he has faced updating the 
cemetery’s records.  We could readily identify with him, given the work we are doing with funeral home records. 
 Work with the records of W.H. George Company and Chapel of Chimes funeral homes is wrapping up.  Over 
2,400 names and considerable additional information has been found and added to the George Company index.  
The Chapel of Chimes index has been added to and proof read, adding greatly to its accuracy.  Progress is also 
being made retyping the manuscript for the history of the Ashmoor community north of Great Falls. 
 2018 has been a good year for GFGS.  Along with our activities, sign-in sheets at our library indicate we have 
had patrons visit from 18 states and Alberta, Canada.  We are set and looking forward to 2019. 

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society – Helena 
 Members of the Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society have told of their travels to Ireland, the Czech 
Republic and hiking Hadrian’s Wall in England. A member has also demonstrated the genealogy software program 
Roots Magic. Our December meeting is a time when we share finger foods and stories of our genealogical 
successes and failures during the past year. This year most people talked about having their DNA done and the 
results. One person told of helping a co-working find her biological father through DNA with a happy ending. But 
the best story came at the end of the evening. The member started out by saying, “What do you get an 80 year old 
woman for her birthday when she really doesn’t need anything?” Well, her children gave her a DNA test for her 
DOG Heidi!  When we finally stopped laughing, she went on to tell us that she always knew that the dog was part 
cocker, part Shih Tzu & part Lhasa Apso, but Heidi’s legs were far too long for any of those 3 breeds. She swabbed 
Heidi’s mouth (Heidi didn’t like it one bit!), sent it off to be tests and when she received the results, she found out 
that Heidi also had some collie in her! Well! That explained the long legs and she also has an auto-immune disease 
that is typical of collies!  Who knew??? 

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

Western Montana Genealogical Society - Missoula 
 The Western Montana Genealogy Society began a new membership year in September.  Our September 
meeting included a presentation by Larry Mylnechuk, a historical reenactor, who shared with us his favorite 
research tips, illustrated by fascinating stories of his research adventures.  We also had a report on the success of 
 !4

https://gfgenealogy.org
https://www.lccgsmt.org
http://wmgsmissoula.wixsite.com/wmgsmissoula


our summer outreach activities – tabling at the Fort Missoula 4th of July event and the Bitterroot Celtic Games 
and Gathering (our first time at this event – we’ll be back!).  At those events, we chatted with folks about 
genealogy, answered questions, and signed interested parties up for our mailing list.  Also at our September 
meeting, we voted to contribute to a subscription to Newspapers.com for the Missoula Public Library.  That 
subscription will hopefully be available to library patrons in January. 
 Our November Meeting featured our second annual potluck event, where we shared family recipes and had 
time to chat with our fellow genealogists.  The theme this year was “Favorite Family Recipes”.   Coming up in 
January, we’ll have our Brick Wall meeting, where members can bring their conundrums for help and advice from 
others in the society. 
 In addition to our monthly meetings, we continued hosting our third Saturday work parties in conjunction with 
the local Sons of Norway lodge.  In October, we were lucky enough to meet at the same time as the Sons of 
Norway rosemaling class, who gifted our attendees with little wood encased flash drives with lovely rosemaling 
designs.  The work parties took a short hiatus for November and December, but will be starting up again the 3rd 
Saturday in January and continuing monthly through May. 

Submitted by Leslie Rieger, WMGS Vice-President  

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings 
 The Forum and Billings Public Library have an agreement.  In exchange for a genealogy room to house the 
Forum’s research collection, the Forum helps library patrons with research, teaches classes, and hosts speakers.  In 
October classes on “Writing Family Stories” and “Find a Grave” were presented.  Hal Stearns of Humanities 
Montana was guest speaker on “Homestead Dreams.”  He focused on the families who came to Montana to 
homestead, their successes and failures.  This program is highly recommended.  It was also well attended by the 
public. 
 Dick Thayer brought his knowledge of Colonial and American military to the November meeting.  He 
encouraged others to share military insignia, medals, and service records.  Besides the dates of various wars, he 
discussed what might have been available to soldiers such as uniforms (or not), commanding officers (or not), and 
ranks (or not).  He also explained where to search for records.  Other members were in service or had family 
members who were: the Napoleonic Wars, CSA during Civil War, SeaBees, Occupation Army after WWII, and 
Honor Flights. 
 The Billings Public Library will celebrate its 5th anniversary of being in the new facility the week of January 
28th.  The Forum will participate by teaching a class on using city directories, phone books, and newspapers for 
genealogy research, and by hosting a speaker.  Tim Lehman, of Rocky Mountain College, will talk about migration 
routes that brought our ancestors to Montana. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 

Make plans to attend the 
30th Annual 

Montana State Genealogical Society Conference 

September 19, 20, 21, 2019 
at the 

Delta Hotels by Marriott Helena Colonial 
(formerly the Red Lion) 

Speakers are Kris Rzepczynski and James M. Beidler 

For complete biographies and additional details as they 
become available, see our website at: 
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html 

Hope to see you in Helena this September! 
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! Helpful Tip: FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries 
There are three public libraries in Montana that serve as a FamilySearch affiliate library:  

• Sheridan County Library in Plentywood 
• Thompson Falls Public Library in Thompson Falls 
• and as of September 2018, the Missoula Public Library in Missoula 
• If you know about a public library that might be interested in the opportunity to be a 

FamilySearch Affiliate Library, have them contact Cherie Bush bushcd@familysearch.org. 

! Helpful Tip: Montana Library Association 
The Montana Library Association holds an annual conference every April. This year the conference will be 
in Helena. Libraries are an important resource for family history research. Visit the conference website 
http://mtlib.org/mla-annual/2019-conference/ and if you attend, the MSGS newsletter would love to add 
an article in the next issue devoted to what you learned! 

! Helpful Tip: New Montana Military Records on FamilySearch 
The FamilySearch News Release during the week of November 5, 2018 included the announcement of 
the newly completed index of the Montana, Military Records, 1904-1918. The description online states: 
“Military records from Montana for the years 19804-1918. Mostly containing WWI records, however, there 
may be records from the Spanish American War and World War II as well.” The newsletter editor did a 
quick search for the Curtis surname and found 32 records of potential Curtis family members in this 
Historical Records collection. There are 49,446 indexed records in this collection.  

• See: https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3010075   
• Learn more: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/

Montana,_Military_Records_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records)    

Crazy Mountain Museum 
In Big Timber, Sweet Grass County, the Crazy Mountain Museum is a place you don’t want to miss seeing. Located 
just off the highway, it is easy to access. In 2018, the Museum added a new building to the property, the original 
homestead cabin that belonged in Orvin Fjare. The editor hopes to visit the museum this summer and see the cabin. 
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Montana Visitors at the Family History Library 

Jan Thomson and Linda Long, two members from the Great 
Falls Genealogical Society spent several days at the Family 
History Library in January. The books on the third floor of the 
library was one of their favorite spots to spend the day! 

Jan Thomson, left; 
Linda Long, right 

Carol Elliott, MSGS 
Board Secretary and 
member of the Gallatin 
County Genealogical 
Society 

Carol was spotted in February at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. A week of uninterrupted 
research is a treat she enjoys almost every year.  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Norwegians in Montana 

Norwegians in America, their History and Record: A 
translated version of the 1907 and 1913 : Nordmændene i 
Amerika, deres Historie og Rekord, Volume 1, written by 
Martin Ulvestad. Translated into English by Olaf Tronsen 
Kringhaug and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng. Transcribd 
from Gothic script by Benjamin Keith Huntrods. (Volume 1 
covers Norwegian immigration from 1825, through 1907.) 

In 1907 and 1913 a book was published in the Gothic script 
about Norwegians in America. The first Norwegian settlers 
in counties throughout the states were identified. Brief 
histories of the lives of these Norwegians was included in the 
original Gothic script publications. If you knew how to read 
the Gothic script, one could discover some incredible history 
of their ancestors. 

One hundred years later, in 2010, the publication was 
translated into English and transcribed from the Gothic 
script. There are at least three locations where this book can 
be viewed: The Library of Congress (https://lccn.loc.gov/
2012372428); The Family History Library in Salt Lake City 
(https://lccn.loc.gov/2012372428); and the California 
Genealogical Society and Library in Oakland, California 
(https://californiagenealogicalsoc.on.worldcat.org/oclc/
866234456). The book can also be purchased from the 
publisher, Astri My Astri Publishing, https://
www.astrimyastri.com/products/norwegians-in-america-
their-history-and-record-volume-1   

The following Montana counties and Norwegian immigrants are included in this publication. They are listed here in 
the same order they appear in the book, pages 189-195: 

Lewis & Clark County 
• Knute Nelson and Anton M. Holter. There is over three pages of history about Holter. 

Meagher County 
• Martin T. Grande from Ytterøen Parish 

Rosebud County  
• Andrew Andersen from Nrdfjord. Tom Salvesen, Tobias Salvesen, T. Larsen and T. Thompson, all from 

Hitterø near Flekkefjord. 
Silverbow County  

• Pastor C. Erickson and a number of other Norwegians in the county but none were named. 
Sweet Grass County  

• Henry Ellingsen from Byneset near Trondhjem. O. L. Clausen, O. P. Falling, B. Forsyth, and J. Gundersen. 
J. L. Rapstad, Sam Solberg, O. C. Christensen. Pastor Peder I. R. Reinertsen and O. A. Fallang. 

Dawson County  
• Andrew Olsen from Bergen. Jonas Halvorsen from Sole, Jæderen, Mikal Kolberg from Thime, Jæderen, 

Carl Halling from Romsdalen, John Hillman from Stavanger and John Sørensen from Aalesund. Andrew 
Foss from Voss. Peter C. Dreyer from Osnæs, Vesteraalen. Peter Rørvik from Vigerøen, Søndmøre. Hans 
Grue from Næs, Romerike. Jens Riveness who was elected court clerk in 1900.  

Custer County  
• Bernt Mælum and Christian Andersen from Lillehammer. Enok Sve from Ørkedalen. John Buan and Sivert 

Moltuen from Ørkedalen. James Garberg from Selbu. John Teigen from Jostedalen. 
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Carbon County  
• Tonnes E. Fosse from Sogndal. S. T. Simonsen from Valders. Jacom Lande and T. T. Brown. Gunder 

Arthun from Stavanger. 
Cascade County  

• Paston J. D. Ylvisaker. Lewis Roalsvik. Note: “In the section, Compilation of Norwegian Communities in 
America, one will also find information about many others of the Norwegians living here” i.e., living in 
Cascade County. 

Flathead County  
• Pastor Nils Iverson Berg and Pastor J. J. Field. Hans O. Christensen. 

Jefferson County  
• S. O. Myhre from Hallingdal. 

Gallatin County  
• Ole K. Bervin from Hardanger. 

Teton County  
• Lars Næseth from Snog. Ed Bollerud, Joachim Pettersen, Nels Austad, Carl Hanson and Gunder Hanson, 

Ole Thompson, Gilbert Grande, C. Rudom, Enok Pettersen, J. L. Otnes, S. Lindseth, S. Otnes, J. J. Otnes, 
Oluf Lindseth, Martin Larsen, Louis Tollefsen and Tom Larson. Also John E. Erickson who was elected 
county attorney in 1896. Pastor A. Lunde.  

Deerlodge County  
• Carl Stenstrup 

Fergus County  
• Benj. J. Hill, Christopher Aasland, Lars Lien, Johan Berge, Lars Anderson, Thor Nelson, Oscar Anda and 

Peter Monson. 
Park County  

• Few Norwegians but there was a small congregation served by Norwegian pastors from the Norwegian 
Synod. 

Yellowstone County  
• Pastor J. E. Madsen and “a number of Norwegians” in Billings but no names were given. 

Mountain View Cemetery, Big Timber, Sweet Grass County 

The Mountain View Cemetery in Big Timber, Sweet Grass County is located adjacent to 
the Crazy Mountain Museum. The editor, Fran Jensen, has several “Curtis” ancestors 
buried in this cemetery.  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Make plans to attend the 
30th Annual 

Montana State Genealogical Society Conference 

Preserving the Past 

2019 MSGS CONFERENCE in HELENA, MONTANA 
September 19, 20, 21, 2019

Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602
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