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President - Shawna Valentine

3420 Granger S #20, Billings, MT 59102
Phone: 698-4153
Email: sv2findthepast@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (6th term ends 2020)

This September, MSGS celebrates its 30th Annual Conference
in Helena. This calculates to the first one being held in 1989.
A lot can happen in thirty years and it got me thinking of
where I was then and what genealogical research entailed
then. In 1989, I had only been out of college for a couple of
years and was busy trying to establish myself in a career. With
the reputation of being a “professional student”, learning to
function outside of a classroom was a major challenge about
that time.

1st Vice President: Verba Valentine

3462 Barley Circle, Billings, MT 59102
Phone: 696-6345
Email: blgsmarket@aol.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (6th term ends 2020)

2nd Vice President - Shirley Rogers

PO Box 24, Boulder, MT 59632
Phone: 461-5761
Email: jcrsar92@gmail.com
Elected Sept. 2008 (5th term ends 2019)

Unfortunately, in 1989, I didn’t know anything about
genealogy and had heard only a few family stories, which
incidentally we’ve now proven to be wrong. It would be
another ten years before Mom would get me involved in the
elusive chase to find F. W., her great grandfather and her first
brick wall. The following twenty years have brought
numerous discoveries, and today, my pedigree chart extends
far beyond Mom, Dad, and the one Gramma I knew of as
ancestors in 1989. Luckily, soon after 1999, computers were
able to complete pedigree charts and family group sheets.
Today, I still run across the hand-written variety and am SO
thankful that I missed out on that experience!

Secretary: Carol Elliott

PO Box 645, Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730
Phone: 763-4039
Email: melliottjr@aol.com
Elected Sept. 2015 (2nd term ends 2019)

Treasurer: Terry Atwood

4230 Wolverine, Helena, MT 59602
Phone: 443-4907
Email: terry@atwoodarts.com
Elected Sept. 2013 (4th term ends 2020)

As my research introduces me to a new ancestor and their
siblings, I feel so fortunate to live in an era that allows me the
chance to develop the names into unique personalities. Thirty
years ago, that wasn’t nearly as convenient as very little could
be done from the comfort of one’s own home. Queries posted
in magazines were a key venue to search for information.
Thirty years ago, Soundex or personally reading page after
page was often the only available search engines. The
genealogical field has made great strides since 1989 – can’t
wait to see where it will be in another 30 years!

Registrar: Mary Pitch

700 Grant, Helena, MT 59601
Phone: 443-3452
Email: msgsregistrar@gmail.com
Elected: Sept. 2005 (7th term ends 2019)

Newsletter Editor: Fran Jensen

Email: msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com

Shawna Valentine, President
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting Summary
13 July 2019
The meeting was called to order by President Shawna Valentine. Other
members present included Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Carol Elliott, Terry
Atwood, Mary Pitch, Karen Huck and Fern Kauffman. The minutes of the 30 March 2019 board meeting
were approved. Treasurer Terry Atwood reported the checking account balance as $287.83 and the
savings account balance as $24,198.12.
First Vice President Verba Valentine reviewed the 2019 Montana State Genealogical Conference
brochure which was approved by the board. Conference brochures will be mailed to MSGS members the
week of July 21. The deadline for room reservations at the Delta Hotels Helena Colonial, Helena,
Montana, is August 19. Registration must be received by Sept 6 to guarantee meals. On Thursday, Sept.
19, John Finn of the Lewis & Clark Library will present proposed changes of the Library from 2-2:30 and
the MSGS Library will show digitizing efforts from 2:30 to 4. Two free workshops will also be held on
Thursday, Sept 19, at 5:00 pm. Workshop topics will be First Families and Early Settlers (FF & ES)
Program applications and Finding Relatives Around Me from Family Search.
Shirley Rogers, 2nd Vice President, updated the board on 2019 conference plans for raffle items, the
book frolic and state table sales. She has received the 2019 Helena conference pins. As the MSGS
representative to the 2019 Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference in Washington, DC, August
21-24, Shirley is finalizing plans for a Montana State table display which will include information on the
First Families and Early Settlers Program, the 2019 MSGS Conference and local member societies.
Mary Pitch, Registrar, reported MSGS has 13 active societies and 617 members. Karen Huck,
Librarian, updated the board on remodeling plans for the Lewis and Clark Library. The Montana State
Genealogical Library books will be moved to the area currently used for the Children’s Library. Book
space will be reduced from 800 to 500 linear feet. Librarian Karen Huck is working with the Family
History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City to identify books that have already been digitized. The FHL is
also sending book and document scanners, two computers and a technician to help digitize items and
reduce the space needed for the genealogical library holdings.
Fern Kauffman told the board she has not received very many FF & ES applications. Attendees will be
encouraged to bring their application paperwork to the FF & ES workshop on Sept 19. The board decided
to reduce the postage charge for FF & ES Volumes I – IV as follows: $5 for one volume; $1 for each
additional volume mailed at the same time.
Elections for MSGS 2nd Vice President, Secretary and Registrar will be held during the MSGS Annual
Meeting on Saturday, Sept 21, 2019. Current 2nd Vice President Shirley Rogers and Registrar Mary Pitch
have agreed to run for reelection. Nominations for Secretary will be requested from the membership.
The board discussed and approved revised MSGS Standing Rules which replace MSGS Standing Rules,
dated May 2, 1998.
The next board meeting will be Thursday, Sept 19, at 3:30 pm in Helena at the Helena Colonial. The
October board meeting was set for Saturday, Oct 5, at 10:00 am in Helena.

Respectfully submitted, Carol Elliott, Secretary

Approval of Revised MSGS Standing Rules
The MSGS membership approved the revision of MSGS Bylaws at the MSGS Annual Meeting on
September 22, 2018. In October 2018, the Executive Board began a nine-month effort to review and
update the MSGS Standing Rules. Standing rules are established by the board to further define
administration of the Society. The rules were last updated on May 2, 1998.
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Initial review showed that most of the rules no longer applied, have been included in the revised
Bylaws, or need to be incorporated into a new rule. The board decided to revise the Standing Rules to
achieve the following objectives: 1) To provide Executive Board members with rules governing MSGS
programs and administration and 2) to give MSGS members a better understanding of state-level
responsibilities and programs.
To accomplish these two objectives, the number of rules were significantly expanded to cover
programs and procedures not included in the 1998 rules. The added items cover inactive member
societies, finances, communications, Montana State Genealogical Library, MSGS Annual Conference,
MSGS awards program, First Families and Early Settlers Program, associations and Executive Board
management. Good news for member societies! Local society dues listed in the 1998 rules have not
been changed!
The Executive Board approved the revised MSGS Standing Rules on July 13, 2019. Both the current
MSGS Bylaws and the MSGS Standing Rules are now posted on the MSGS website (montanamsgs.org)

Election of Officers: MSGS Needs a Secretary
At the 2019 MSGS Annual Meeting scheduled on Saturday, 21 September 2019 at the Conference,
three offices will be up for election. To serve in any MSGS Office, Article V, Section 3 stipulates that
“All elected officers shall be residents of the State of Montana and qualified members of the Society
during the term of office.”
Shirley Rogers has been nominated for the office of 2nd Vice President and Mary Pitch has been
nominated for the office of Registrar.
In addition, the office of Secretary is up for election, and we need a volunteer to serve.
According to Article VI, Section 4 of the MSGS By-Laws adopted 22 September 2018, description of
the duties of this office are: “The Secretary shall keep accurate records of the proceedings of all Board
and Annual Meetings.”
MSGS has 4 Board Meetings each year, plus the Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting is held on
Saturday morning at the Annual Conference and a Board Meeting is also held on the Thursday afternoon
during the Annual Conference.
The 3 other Board Meetings are held in Helena on a Saturday in March, July, and October, starting at
10 am and finishing by 1 pm at the latest. The specific Saturday is determined at the preceding Board
Meeting.
This in an elected office for a term of 2 years, running from the October 2019 meeting through &
including the 2021 Annual Meeting. The election will be held at the Annual Meeting in Helena on
Saturday, 21 September 2019.
If you have questions or are interested in being nominated for the office of Secretary, or for either of
the other two offices, please let Shawna know ASAP. Her email address is: sv2findthepast@gmail.com

First Families of Montana Project
Get your First Families of Montana applications sent in now!
The deadline for getting into Volume V of the series is 10 January 2020!
You can bring your applications - finished or still working on - to our First
Families workshop Thursday, September 19 at the conference - and get help.
Don’t miss Volume V!
If you have questions, email Fern Kauffman fnkauff@yahoo.com
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What’s Happening on the
Local Level…

New: Click on the title of each section to go directly to their website

Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society - Dillon
The summer is pretty quiet for the Head Hunters, but we don’t hibernate. Our regular summer activity
is being available in the research room to look for information for visitors who want to find whatever
records are available on their Beaverhead County ancestors. The museum has a very large collection of
data going back to the early days of the county, and it is well indexed to make retrieval easy. Frequently
photos are found in addition to data, and the visitors are always pleased with anything we find.
A fun summer activity is the cemetery walk. Members of the Head Hunters take on the identity of
deceased local persons, and while standing by their tombstone tell the story of their years in Dillon.
Dressing to mimic the way the deceased person might have dressed adds to the intrigue experienced by
the viewers. There might even be some really bad guys depicted this year!
Later in the summer we will all gather at a fascinating restaurant in Dell, Montana, just north of Lima.
It was created from the 100 year old school house which is still visible inside the restaurant. The
population of Dell is about 35, which is part of its charm. It will be a welcome change of pace for us “city
dwellers”.

Submitted by Patricia Darling

Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society
The Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society continues to meet monthly on the second Thursday of each
month at the Butte Archives. We are delighted that at each meeting this year we have welcomed at least
one new member. It is exciting to have fresh new ideas and enthusiasm.
Several of our members presented a genealogy program and provided research assistance in June at
Virginia City’s Irish Days observance, at the request of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. Members also
participated in the Mai Wah Society’s annual sweeping of the graves observance at the Chinese section of
Mount Moriah Cemetery in April. Members are working on indexing the Silver Bow County school
census records and documenting the deaths of those who died in the Granite Mountain Speculator Mining
Disaster in 1917.
We our making plans to host an open house and public program in the fall at the request of the Butte
Archives, and are also making tentative plans for an October research trip to Salt Lake.
Programs recently addressed included using Find-A-Grave, Chronicling America, and Ancestry.com’s
new Thru Lines feature. Alternate monthly meetings are devoted to dealing with questions and helping
with research issues. We are all looking forward to the seeing everyone in Helena in September.

Next Issue will be in October 2019
Society articles are due October 10, 2019
Send to: msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society - Bozeman
The Gallatin County Genealogical Society finished its 2018-2019 program year with a total of 58
members and over 265,000 total records indexed and posted on the GCGS website. Springtime events
included a cemetery walk, our 7th anniversary celebration, and the election of officers for 2019-2020.
In April, members gathered at Sunset Cemetery in Bozeman for a tour with Derek Strahn, a wellknown Montana historian and the host of “The Montana Medicine Show,” a weekly radio show. Derek
entertained us with an amazing series of stories and fun facts about some of Bozeman’s founding families
and other key historical personalities. Surprisingly, the tour took place on an absolutely dry, sunny
Montana day!
The society celebrated its seventh anniversary in May with a combination of cake, updates from
several country interest groups, stories of member’s successful genealogy research over the past year, and
elections. The following officers were elected for the 2019-2020 membership year: Steve Swinford,
President; Karen Maika, Vice President; Cheryl Genovese, Secretary; Norma Ardesson, Treasurer; Tricia
Thompson, Project Manager; and Carol Elliott, State Liaison.
Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison

Great Falls Genealogy Society – Great Falls
In our last report I mentioned we were busy de-accessioning quarterlies if we found them listed on
PERSI. In many cases, they had also been scanned. So, what to do with the empty space on our shelves?
Great Falls is located in the center of areas where Metis families made their homes. For years
members of these families have visited our Library to research their ancestry. Our Acquisition Committee
became aware of books published by Gail Morin, containing her research on Metis records in the
Archives of Manitoba.
Thanks to grants received from Walmart, through one of our members who works there, we have been
able to purchase the following –Company Men - 21 volumes based on Hudson Bay Company archives
• Country Wives - 4 volumes
• First Metis Families of Quebec - 3 volumes
• Metis Families - 11 volumes
Word has spread quickly about this collection and is in growing demand.
We have been privileged to have some excellent speakers at our meetings this spring.
• April – Alisa Herodes, Little Shell Chippewa Tribe member, gave a brief slide show and talked
about the Little Shell Tribe’s efforts for recognition.
• May – Chris Christiaens spoke of the group of Belgian pioneers who homesteaded east of Valier.
Along with their community-building talents they brought unique perspectives and ways of doing
things.
We do not have meetings during the summer, so we won’t have any speakers to report on until September,
We have been given access to the O’Connor Funeral Home records, allowing us to copy and index them.
One of our members has worked with Hillcrest Lawn Mausoleum to make copies of their cremation
records. (Hillcrest was the first crematorium in this area of the northwest and has records of remains that
were shipped all over the country.) Just when we thought we were nearly finished with our “end of life”
records.
Our genealogy tourist season has not been as busy so far this year. While we wait for them to appear
we are making our monthly appearances at the Farmer’s Market.

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society – Helena
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In the last Big Sky Roundup I mentioned “The Family History Guide”, but failed to mention the
following: This is an independent, non-profit (free) website (www.thefhguide.com) designed as a
resource for genealogist of all levels. The Family History Guide has several sections including details on
using specific websites such as Family Search, Ancestry, My Heritage and Find My Past. There is also a
Quick Tour demo that guides the user how to use this research guide. Other sections offer resources for
researching specific topics including regions, ethnicities, religions, technology, research strategies,
military records and much more. The Family History Guide is quite detailed but easy to follow. The
Ancestry column had interesting info on DNA (item 7). The Watch and Learn (at bottom of page) had
various videos on genealogy.
At one of our meetings we had a slide show presentation on the Orphan Trains. This was a
supervised welfare program that transported orphaned and homeless children from crowded Eastern cities
(mainly New York) to foster homes located largely in rural areas of the Midwest by rail transportation.
Montana received about 83 children by 1910 and many more by 1929. The orphan trains operated
between 1854 and 1929 relocating about 200,000 orphaned and abandoned children. Two institutions
(Children’s Aid Society and the Catholic New York Foundling Hospital) endeavored to help these
children. These institutions were supported by wealthy donors and operated by professional staff. The
orphan train children were placed in homes for free and were expected to serve as an extra pair of hands
to help with chores around the house or farm. Orphan children faced obstacles ranging from prejudice of
classmates to feeling like outsiders in their families all their lives. Many of the children lost their identity
through forced name changes and repeated moves.
The presenter is a member of a project that is coordinated by the Upper Musselshell Historic
Society. Purpose of the society is to help people track relatives that were orphan train children. These are
a group of rail historians who use some 70,000 pages of railroad timetables and railway guides to plot
each individual rider’s trip from New York and Boston west. This project is a non-profit organization.
The Orphan Train Heritage Society of America founded in 1986 in Springdale, AR preserves the history
of the Orphan Train era. There is also the National Orphan Train Complex in Concordia, KS which is a
museum and research center dedicated to the Orphan Train Movement.
Our most recent meeting featured a video from Roots Tech entitled “Heirloom, Documentation or
Junk: What to Keep or Toss”, presented by Janet Hovorka, a professional genealogist who has been going
through the process of weeding out her genealogical findings and trying best to determine who in her
family will continue her research on the family genealogy. She had a number of recommendations:
Digitize photos, document who is in the photos, try to determine what future generations want, get rid of
junk (poor photos, extraneous heirlooms, etc.) If the collection is online, remember to have passwords
available, name of sites, list social accounts (with passwords). One of the most important items that
genealogist can do to preserve the heritage is to get together with family members who are interested in
preserving the local family genealogy. If no one is interested, the entire genealogy effort could be lost.

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum – Billings
Back to Basics (B2B) is a brief presentation at each meeting on topics that we sometimes forget that
newcomers don’t know. “Names in Genealogy Research” suggested where to find birth names, how to
list nicknames, female versions of male names, and “son of “ in various languages. Dragon Naturally
Speaking is software to use when dictating your stories, or filling in the blanks on genealogy software. It
has many uses.
“Federal Land Records” are important resources outside of the original 13 colonies in the U.S. P. J.
Smith presented a program on records available on the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) website,
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https://glorecords.blm.gov/
default.aspx One can find military
scrip (payment) for service in
various American wars, homestead
records, Indian allotments, land
grants, and many other types of land
records.
Two tours of the BLM public room
were attended by members.
“Google Earth”, presented by
Steve Baum, allows you to “fly” to
any location on earth.
One can confirm
boundaries, plot family
property lines, and plot
family addresses.
Heide Reed, a native of
Germany, gave a
detailed “history of
German Family names,
some basic German
language, and
pronunciation guide.”
In May the Forum
celebrates its
anniversary with
dessert, reports from committees
and on projects, and recognition of
members who volunteer
throughout the year. Officers for
the new fiscal year are elected.
2019 was the Forum’s 42nd
anniversary.
Rocky Mountain College hosts a
“Festival of Cultures” in June.
The Forum participated by having
an information booth. About 87
attendees visited and took pedigree
charts, family group sheets, and a
1-page How to Get Started.
Several gave their e-mail addresses
for future events.
Billings Public Library
participated in the Art Walk in
April displaying paintings and historic maps from the archives. Two paintings were in the Genealogy
Room so it was open for the evening. The Forum also had an information table in the lobby.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Annual Book Frolic
As always, we will hold our Book Frolic at this year’s conference. This is a silent auction and
bidding will start Friday morning and end at 1:30 pm on Saturday. This is an excellent
opportunity to pass on items you no longer need and to acquire great new ones! So, before
you come, check your bookcases for items of genealogical or historical interest such as County
& Other Country Histories, Books relating to Genealogy or Compilations of Genealogical Data,
and Historical Atlases. Please – no quarterlies or outdated material. Then, bring the items with
you on Thursday. They will be ready to view first thing on Friday morning.

Please note we will NOT be having Door Prizes this year!
Local Society Reports at Conference Lunches
Meals at conferences are a great way to meet and visit with new people and to learn what is
happening around the state. Each meal provides time to visit among your table mates and both lunches
are utilized as a time to share what your local society has been up to for the past year. Time is given to a
representative from each local society present at lunch on either Friday or Saturday to give a brief
summary of their accomplishments and activities for the year. Reports shouldn’t be elaborate or lengthy,
but give some thought as to who will speak for your society and what your year’s highlights have been or
what you are looking forward to next year!

MSGS Annual Meeting
Everyone is encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Montana State Genealogical Society
that will be held in the Capitol State Room at the Delta Colonial on Saturday morning, September 21,
2019 at 7:45 a.m.
This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about the organization and for the
organization to learn from you. Election for the offices of 2nd Vice President, Secretary, and Registrar will
be held. Current office holders of 2nd Vice President and Registrar have agreed to run for re-election, but
we do need a volunteer for the office of Secretary. If you would like to run for any of these offices, please
let Shawna know at sv2findthepast@gmail.com.

A Time to Remember Recently Deceased Members

Every year at the Friday Banquet during the Conference, we honor our members who have died since
the last conference during the Memorial Service. Thanks to the talents of Judy Cohen, this is a respectful
presentation that combines a power point program with photos of the deceased.
To be sure your
recently deceased members are included in this year’s presentation; please send notification of any
members who have died since last September to Judy Cohen. An obituary and photo are appreciated.

To be sure she has time to compile the Power Point presentation;
all names for the 2019 program must to be sent to Judy by
Monday, September 2nd at bumpie6@bresnan.net

Calling for Award Nominations

The Anna Mae Hanson Award is given by MSGS at the state conference to a genealogist who is an
outstanding person, works beyond what is expected of them and is very dedicated to the field of
genealogy.
MSGS will also accept nominations for the Al Huntsman Award is presented to businesses or individuals
who are not affiliated with a member genealogical society, but have been instrumental in helping
promote genealogy.
Nominations for either award will be accepted from any MSGS member and should be submitted in
a written letter that briefly describes the nominee’s contributions to the local society and to MSGS if
applicable. They should include why the person (or business) stands out and is worthy of this special
recognition. Both awards will be given at the banquet on Friday evening of our annual conference,
pending the decisions of the Awards Committee.

By September 1st, send letters to our Awards Committee Chairman, Shirley Rogers, PO Box 24,
Boulder MT 59632 or email to her at jcrsar92@gmail.com

Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602
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Make plans to attend the
30th Annual
Montana State Genealogical Society Conference

Preserving the Past
2019 MSGS CONFERENCE in HELENA, MONTANA
September 19, 20, 21, 2019
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