OCTOBER 2022

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
Shawna Valentine
It is hard to believe that fourteen years have
passed since I wrote my first President’s letter
for the Roundup in October 2008. If I had to
choose one word to sum up the experience, it
would have to be rewarding. It afforded
numerous opportunities to meet many
interesting people throughout the state and
nationally who shared my genuine love for
researching generations past. It allowed me to
play a leading role in bringing quality,
genealogical education to Montana so that we
all had the opportunity to learn to search for
our ancestors more efficiently and accurately
without leaving the state.
Now, regrettably, it is time to step away from
the office. But my time as MSGS President will
always be remembered with fond memories
and even greater rewards. Thank you all for the
opportunity to serve the Society for so many
years.

2021-2022 OFFICERS:
President - Shawna
Valentine (Elected Sept.
2008)
1st Vice President Verba Valentine (Elected
Sept. 2008)
2nd Vice President Shirley Rogers (Elected
Sept. 2008)
Secretary: Jenn Vieth
(Elected Sept. 2019)
Treasurer: Terry Atwood
(Elected Sept. 2013)
Registrar: Mary Pitch
(Elected Sept. 2005)
Newsletter Editor:
Desiree Funston
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MSGS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
SUMMARY
The Registrar reported MSGS has 13
active societies and 539 members.

Jenn Vieth, Secretary

Powell County has gone from 9
members to 20 members!

The meeting was held 29 September

The Librarian reported that the Lewis &

2022 during the State Conference at

Clark County Library now has our

Fairmont Hot Springs. All officers and

catalog on their computers.

committee leaders were in attendance.

Fern Kauffman will sell First Family

The 9 July 2022 meeting minutes were
approved as submitted.
All officer reports were accepted and
approved unanimously.
The Treasurer reported account
balances including some of the

books, including Volume 5, in the Book
Frolic room during the conference.
Due to postage price increases, the
newsletter will be limited to 12 pages
starting in October.
There is no longer a dedicated space to

conference expenses. Online

store the conference photo books, so the

registration fees will transfer on 6

post of Historian has been discontinued.

October.

Shirley Rogers will investigate the status

The 1st Vice President said final

of the MSGS Facebook page. Jenn Vieth

conference attendance and costs will

offered to take over the website duties.

be reported at the October Executive

Once our Facebook page is up and

Board meeting.

running, we need to advertise that we

The 2023 State Conference will be held

have these proofs and how people can

at the Best Western GranTree Inn in

request them. They’ll continue to be

Bozeman, Montana, September 21, 22,

stored at Mary’s.

and 23. Hotel rates will be $101 per

The next MSGS Executive Board meeting

night.

will be via Zoom on 22 October 2022 at 10

The 2nd Vice President, confirmed that

AM. It will be recorded using the Zoom

the order for the 2022 pins was

feature and posted online (location and

cancelled.

access TBD).
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MSGS ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY
Jenn Vieth, Secretary
The 2022 MSGS Annual Meeting was held 1 October during the State
Conference at Fairmont Hot Springs.
The minutes from the 2019 Annual Meeting held 21 September 2019 in
Helena, Montana were approved and accepted unanimously.
The Treasurer’s and Registrar’s reports were presented and approved.
. final conference attendance and
The 1st Vice President announced that

costs will be reported at the October Executive Board meeting.
The 2023 State Conference will be held at the Best Western GranTree Inn
in Bozeman, Montana, September 21, 22, and 23. Hotel rates will be $101 per
night.
The 2nd Vice President’s report announced winners of the 2022 MSGS
Anna Mae Hanson Award:
Janet D. Thomson, Great Falls Genealogy Society
Dennis and Dodi Heffner, Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society
The following officer elections were held:
President: There were no nominees. The office of President remains
vacant.
1st Vice President: There were no nominees. The office of 1st Vice
President remains vacant.
Treasurer: Terry Atwood was nominated for Treasurer. There were no
nominations from the floor. Terry Atwood was elected by acclamation.
Jenn Vieth will offer a workshop Thursday evening at the 2023
Conference on digital file management for member societies. She will also
offer a Zoom workshop in December for societies needing help using it for
their local meetings.
The next MSGS Executive Board meeting will be via Zoom on 22 October
at 10 AM.
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CONFERENCE EVALUATION
SUMMARY

.
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Awards!
The MSGS Board is pleased to announce the
winners of the
2022 Anna Mae Hanson Awards:
.
Janet D. Thompson, Great
Falls Genealogy
Society - Janet has served as GFGS's Librarian for
over twenty years and was nominated for all the
work she has done on the Acquisitions
Committee. Janet also presents the popular
"Wednesdays at 11" webinar program for GFGS
members.

Dennis and Dodi Heffner, Lewis & Clark
County Genealogical Society - Dennis and Dodi
made sure all the t's were crossed and i's were
dotted when the MSGS Library downsized. They
helped to process, scan and check 565 books
during seven months of hard work.

Congratulations Janet, Dennis and Dodi!
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MSGS FINANCIAL REPORT

.
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Local Society Updates
Great Falls Genealogy Society
We have continued to be busy around the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library.
O’Connor Funeral Home records, 1911 – 1978 have been scanned, and indexing is
taking place. Other projects are ongoing with School Census records indexing and
Highland Cemetery updates. The folk from FamilySearch are with us, scanning early
Cascade County records, starting with the George Company funeral home records.
Our Society’s general membership meetings are once again being held in-person,
with an on-line option. After a break for the summer, Jan Thomson’s on-line
“Wednesdays at 11” presentations have resumed. Classes are just starting back up as
well.
For our September meeting we showed the presentation recorded in June when
Carolyn Sherman from Colorado was with us. She had inherited a quilt from her
grandmother and began searching for her ancestor “Jennie” (last name unknown).
A series of discoveries led her to Great Falls where she found her G-G-Aunt, known
locally as “Nell Raymond,” was a well-known prostitute! Her 39-page story has been
updated, thanks to additional research finds.
In October we viewed an Ancestry presentation on the 1940 US census by Dan
Bouk. He showed us how to dig out family stories behind the census’ grid of
numbers, and gain insights helpful to our research.
Lately Society volunteers have been busy working their way through a windfall of
books that have come to our Library. Lists of genealogy books from the estate of Iris
Ray of Bozeman were sent to us, and 90+ volumes of hers were brought to the
Montana State Genealogical Conference for us. There were also several yearbooks
given to us by the Yellowstone Genealogy Forum and a box of books from the Frolic
at the State Conference. The Ursuline Center here contacted us regarding several
books belonging to a former staff member there. We hope to soon have all of these
volumes processed and on the shelves and available for use.
We would welcome any from the Montana genealogy community to come and
make use of our ever expanding Great Falls Genealogy Society Library to assist you
in your research.
-Larry D. Spicer, GFGS president
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Lewis and Clark Genealogical Society (Helena)
Summer was quiet for our society; we canceled our July meeting due to a conflict
with the planned program presenter. In August we had our summer potluck and
really enjoyed a fun gathering with great food and shared stories of genealogy
research trips and interesting finds.
We were back in action with our September meeting where our program was
about using FamilySearch’s online virtual genealogy consultation service. We then
had a back-to-school type session to answer the question: “What (genealogy) did
you do this summer?” We also talked about program ideas for the coming year.
Thirteen members of the Lewis and Clark Genealogical Society attended the state
genealogy conference at Fairmont Hot Springs at the end of September. We
brought all the books from Helena for the Book Frolic, and we set up a display table
for our society. Librarian Karen Huck set up a display table for the State Genealogy
Library. We really enjoyed the education, networking, and banquet program. Thank
you to the Butte society for hosting a wonderful event.
-Julie Walker, LCCGS President

Western Montana Genealogical Society (Missoula)
On Saturday, 22 October 2022, the WMGS held its second Genealogy Roadshow
event at the Missoula Public Library. The event was a chance for members of the
public to meet one-on-one with a genealogist and try to answer their family history
questions. We had a team of eight research volunteers to work with the public and
a wonderful crew of volunteers to assist with all the other tasks needed to run an
event like this.
There was a slow but steady stream of people at the event and, in the end,
twenty-three new family history sleuths were guided through some interesting
brick wall cases. Each participant was given a packet of helpful resources for
continuing their research and was invited to join the society for ongoing education
and support. This event was free to the public.
It is the goal of WMGS to take this event to other communities in Western
Montana.
-Jennie Pak, WMGS Secretary
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Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
This year has been somewhat back to “normal.” In July the Forum decided to once
again have an Ice Cream Social. Instead of a variety of ice cream flavors to scoop,
and toppings, ice cream bars and sandwiches were offered. Everyone was so
excited about returning to a tradition that there was an excess amount of treats.
The program that evening was a webinar on YouTube by Sunny Jane Morton on
“Family History in U.S. Church Records” from Library of Congress. If you are looking
for program ideas and can view a free webinar, I suggest searching YouTube.
Norwegian Research was the program in August. P.J. Smith gave an overview of
the obstacles one might encounter while researching your family, such as using
patronymics or farm names, and also sources to help your research.
Sisters Sonia Jansen and Alene Malloy spent thirteen months, six evenings a week,
to create a book on their great grandfather and his descendants. They shared their
process for acquiring information and pictures from relatives, the layout of the
book, and color-coding family lines.
This year was not without turbulence. At the end of August, the Forum was
informed that it could no longer meet at the LDS church where it had been
meeting for over fifteen years. This led to a two-week quest to find another suitable
location in Billings. Finally, the Forum has a new “home” – the LDS church at 2929
Belvedere Drive on the west end. It is a nice room that at one time housed one of
the Family History Centers.
Speaking of Family History Centers – the FHC in Billings closed permanently in
August. The one in Hardin closed also but transferred its resources to the local
county museum.
SO - if you are in Billings for research, the Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library
is the only game in town. Volunteers are there weekday afternoons from 1 to 3 pm.
-P.J. Smith, YGF President

TERRY ATWOOD
PO Box 5313
Helena, MT 59604

Congratulations
Janet D. Thompson
and
Dennis and Dodi Heffner
Winners of the 2022
Anna Mae Hanson
Award!

