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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
Shawna Valentine
The wait is almost over!
From 29 September through 1 October 2022,
we will finally be able to gather and reconnect
at the MSGS Conference! It has been a long
three years since we last met in Helena in 2019. I
cannot wait to see everyone again and find out
what you have been up to.
In addition to the opportunity to see everyone
again, MSGS has two great speakers lined up to
help us learn to make the most of our research.
Judy G. Russell, The Legal Genealogist, will speak
both on legal records and on using DNA results.
Rich Venezia, a national expert on immigration
records, will show us how to use those records to
flesh out our immigrant ancestors. All the details
follow in this issue.
I can hardly wait and hope to see you at
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in September!

2021-2022 OFFICERS:
President - Shawna
Valentine (Elected Sept.
2008)
1st Vice President Verba Valentine (Elected
Sept. 2008)
2nd Vice President Shirley Rogers (Elected
Sept. 2008)
Secretary: Jenn Vieth
(Elected Sept. 2019)
Treasurer: Terry Atwood
(Elected Sept. 2013)
Registrar: Mary Pitch
(Elected Sept. 2005)
Newsletter Editor:
Desiree Funston
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MSGS EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
SUMMARY
Jenn Vieth, Secretary

until after we get initial counts from the
early bird registration.

The Executive Board met via Zoom on
Saturday, 9 July 2022.
Members in attendance included Shirley
Rogers, Shawna Valentine, Verba
Valentine, Jenn Vieth, Karen Huck, Desiree
Funston, Terry Atwood, and Mary Pitch.
The following reports were accepted by
the board:

Mary agreed to send out an email to the
societies to find out how many need
tables at the conference and get the
information to Verba.
The Board agreed to offer online
conference registration and payment this
year.
Several offices are up for election in

Secretary's minutes from 22 March

2022, after extending their 2020 term. The

board meeting

treasurer agrees to take another term.

Treasurer's report

Both the president and 1st vice president

1st Vice President's report

are stepping down at the end of their

2nd Vice President's report

term. These vacancies will be announced

Registrar's report

in the email that Mary sends out to the

The conference speakers are now flying
into Bozeman and need transportation to

societies before the conference.
The Board will hold an emergency

Butte. Judy is covered, but we are still

session Saturday, 27 August at 10 a.m. to

looking for a ride for Rich.

go over pre-registration numbers and to

There was discussion over costs for
meals. The costs were finalized and will
be added to the registration form.

make decisions about the 2023
conference.
The next Board Meeting will be at the

Additional conversation was held about

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in Fairmont,

next year’s conference, scheduled for

Montana on Thursday, 29 September 2022

Bozeman. The Board agreed not to make

at 3:30 p.m.

any decisions about the 2023 conference

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20.
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MSGS LIBRARY REPORT
Karen Huck, Librarian
The 565 books that we scanned for
FamilySearch are getting over 800 hits
each month.
I attended the Zoom meeting for the
Montana Shared Catalog. The bill for
this year is $848.53 with MSGS paying
$636.40 and Lewis & Clark Library
paying $212.13.
I was able to get a letter to the editor
in the paper in June, offering help with
researching the 1950 census.
Many librarians are on vacation this
month, so staffing the library has been
challenging.
During the storm of 2 July 2022 that
hit downtown Helena, the library had
water issues. A cleaning service was
able to mitigate the problem before it
got too bad. There is at least a foot of
clearance between the floor and our
lowest bookshelves. I am glad that we
are located within the library so that
we have professional help with
situations like this.
There are many boxes of books at
Mary’s house that will be part of the
Book Frolic at the annual conference.

Annual Book Frolic
As always, we will hold our Book
Frolic at this year’s conference. This
is a silent auction. Bidding will start
Friday morning and end at 1:30 pm
on Saturday. This is an excellent
opportunity to pass on items you no
longer need and to acquire great
new ones! So, before you come,
check your bookcases for items of
genealogical or historical interest
such as county & other country
histories, books relating to
genealogy or compilations of
genealogical data, and historical
atlases. Please – no quarterlies or
outdated material. Then, bring the
items with you on Thursday. They
will be ready to view first thing on
Friday morning.
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Montana State Genealogical Society
with local host Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society
present the

31st ANNUAL MONTANA STATE
GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCE
29 September - 1 October 2022
at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in Fairmont, Montana

FEATURING TWO NATIONAL SPEAKERS

Judy G. Russell
The Legal Genealogist is a genealogist with a law
degree who writes and lectures on topics ranging from
using court records in family history to understanding
DNA testing. On the faculty of Institute of Genealogy and
Historical Research (IGHR), Salt Lake Institute of
Genealogy (SLIG), and the Genealogical Research
Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), she is a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Board for Certification of
Genealogists, from which she holds credentials as a
Certified Genealogist℠ and Certified Genealogical
Lecturer℠. Her award-winning blog is at
http://www.legalgenealogist.com

“No Person Shall ... Gallop Horses In the Streets” – Using Court Records to
tell the Story of our Ancestors’ Lives
Early court records give color and meaning to the lives and times of our ancestors.
County courts often functioned as both judiciary and legislature, and appeals courts
published fact-filled opinions. While the records often establish relationships to help
build a family tree, they offer so much richness and depth to help tell a family’s story.
Putting Those Records to Work
Every document we locate in genealogical research has its clear use: a census record
will help us identify family members and trace them over time; a court record will tell
us what was happening with that person at that time; a will or probate record will help
recreate a family at a specific point in time. But every document we locate can be
mined—directly or in combination with other records—for more: a deeper richer
context for our family members and their place and time.
DNA and the Hidden Half of the Family
As 21st century genealogists, we have a tool for identifying and confirming
relationships not available to earlier generations: DNA testing. Its use in identifying
male family members, through YDNA testing, is fairly well understood. The use of
mitochondrial and autosomal DNA to identify women and link children to parents is
not as well understood. Yet these are powerful tools particularly when used in a
targeted fashion to test particular theories.
After the Courthouse Burns: Rekindling Family History through DNA
Catastrophic records loss due to fires and disasters at courthouses is a fact of
life for genealogists. When a disaster takes out birth, marriage, death, court, land and
probate records all in one fell swoop, it may still be possible to light our family’s
research fires — to rekindle our interest in our ancestral roots — using DNA evidence.
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Rich Venezia
Rich is a New Jersey native who now calls Philadelphia
home. He founded Rich Roots Genealogy in 2013. He was a
member of the research team of Genealogy Roadshow (PBS)
for two seasons, and also consulted on Follow Your Past
(Travel Channel). He is an expert in the research of 20thcentury immigrant ancestors, especially underutilized record
sources and federal records. He also specializes in Italian and
Irish research. Additionally, he assists clients with dual
citizenship applications for Ireland and Italy and is a proud
Italian dual citizen. He holds a Certificate in Genealogical
Research from Boston University. He lectures nationwide,
has been on the faculty of SLIG, GRIP, and IGHR, and spoke
about “How to Grow Empathy from Uncovering Your Roots”
at TEDx Pittsburgh 2017.

Discovering Your Immigrant’s Origins: Exhausting Every Resource
Pin down your elusive immigrant ancestor’s place of origin using some well-known –
and lesser-known – record sets, ideas, and techniques.
Ship Manifests: An In-Depth Look
Ship manifests are the “go-to” record to find immigrant arrivals in the 1800s and 1900s.
Discover all the different information they can tell us.
Alien Registrations in America
Learn about various alien registrations instituted in the USA as early as 1798, the
records they created, and where to find immigrant ancestors within.
Naturalization Know-How: The Laws and Records of U. S.
Many records were created when immigrant ancestors became American citizens.
Learn what they are and how to find them.

FULL REGISTRATION IS $90.00 WITHOUT MEALS
or $162.00 WITH THREE MEALS
Registration form will be mailed to all MSGS members
and is available online at:
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html
The Conference will be held at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort,
1500 Fairmont Road, Fairmont, MT, just west of Butte.
King or Double Queen Rooms: rate is $139.00 for 1-2 people;
$154.00 for 3 people; or $169.00 for 4 people, plus tax.
Call 800-332-3272 or online at www.fairmontmontana.com
Mention Group ID: 22969
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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS
2022 Conference Deadlines to Remember:
August 25: Early Bird Deadline. Be sure your registration form has been mailed
or submitted for the possibility of receiving up to $90.00 of your registration fee
refunded.
September 1: Deadline to make sleeping room reservations at the Fairmont Hot
Springs Resort. See page 5 for details needed to make reservations.
September 1: All nominations for either the Anna Mae Hanson or Al Huntsman
Award must be submitted to Shirley Rogers at jcsar92@gmail.com
September 1: All submissions for the Memorial Service must be submitted to
Judy Cohen at bumpie6@bresnan.net
September 9: Conference Registrations must be received by the Registrar to
guarantee meals and handouts at the Conference.

MSGS Annual Meeting
Everyone is encouraged to attend the Annual Meeting of the Montana State
Genealogical Society that will be held at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort on
Saturday morning, 1 October 2022, at 7:45 a.m. This is an excellent opportunity to
learn more about the organization and for the organization to learn from you.
Election for the offices of President, 1st Vice President, and Treasurer will also be
held at this time. Terry Atwood has agreed to run for another term as Treasurer,
but we do need volunteers to serve in the offices of President and 1st Vice
President. If you would like to run for any of these offices, please let Shawna
know at sv2findthepast@gmail.com.

Local Society Reports at Conference Lunches
Meals at conferences are a great way to meet and visit with new people and to
learn what is happening around the state. Each meal provides time to visit
among your table mates and both lunches are utilized as a time to share what
your local society has been up to for the past year. Time is given to a
representative from each local society present at lunch on either Friday or
Saturday to give a brief summary of their accomplishments and activities for the
year. Reports shouldn’t be elaborate or lengthy but give some thought as to who
will speak for your society and what your society’s highlights have been or what
you are looking forward to next year!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED
Calling for Award Nominations
The Anna Mae Hanson Award is given by MSGS at the state conference to a
genealogist who is an outstanding person, works beyond what is expected of
them and is very dedicated to the field of genealogy.
MSGS will also accept nominations for the Al Huntsman Award which is
presented to businesses or individuals who are not affiliated with a member
genealogical society but have been instrumental in helping promote genealogy.
Nominations for both awards will be accepted from any MSGS member and
should be submitted in a written letter that briefly describes the nominee’s
contributions to the local society and to MSGS if applicable. They should include
why the person or business stands out and is worthy of this special recognition.
Both awards will be given at the banquet on Friday evening of our annual
conference, pending the decisions of the Awards Committee.
By Thursday, September 1st, send letters to our Awards Committee
Chairman, Shirley Rogers, PO Box 24, Boulder MT 59632 or email them to
her at jcsar92@gmail.com

A Time to Remember Recently Deceased Members
Every year at the Friday Banquet during the Conference, we honor our members
who have died since the last conference during the Memorial Service. For this
year, that means since September 2019. Thanks to the talents of Judy Cohen, this
is a respectful presentation that combines a Power Point program with photos
of the deceased.
To be sure your recently deceased members are included in this year’s
presentation, please send notification of any members who have died since
September 2019 to Judy Cohen. An obituary and photo are appreciated
To be sure she has time to compile the Power Point presentation
all names for the 2022 program must be sent to Judy
by Thursday, September 1st at bumpie6@bresnan.net
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OFFICER ELECTIONS
MSGS Seeks Officer Nominations
At the 2022 MSGS Annual Meeting scheduled on Saturday, 1 October 2022 during
the Conference, three offices will be up for election: President, 1st Vice President,
and Treasurer. MSGS is accepting nominations for each of these offices. Terry
Atwood has been nominated to serve another term as Treasurer.
According to Article VI, Section 1 of the MSGS By-Laws, description of the duties of
the office of President are: “The President shall be the principal executive officer with
responsibility for the general supervision of the affairs of the Society. The President
shall preside at all meetings of the Society and the Board. The President shall sign
contracts approved by the Board. The President shall appoint committees as
needed with the approval of the Board.”
According to Article VI, Section 2, the description of the duties of the office of First
Vice President are: “The First Vice President assumes the office of President if that
office becomes vacant. The First Vice President assumes the duties of the President
in the absence of the President or as provided in these Bylaws or the Parliamentary
Authority. The First Vice President oversees the planning and contracting for
conferences. The First Vice President is authorized to sign conference contacts for
the Society with approval of the Board."
According to Article, VI, Section 5, the the description of the duties of the office of
Treasurer are: "The Treasurer shall have custody of the funds of the Society; shall
deposit them in insured institutions or invest them pursuant to Board policy."
To serve in any MSGS Office, Article V, Section 3 stipulates that “All elected officers
shall be residents of the State of Montana and qualified members of the Society
during the term of office.”
MSGS has four Board Meetings each year, plus the Annual Meeting. The Annual
Meeting is held on Saturday morning at the Annual Conference and a Board
Meeting is also held on the Thursday afternoon during the Annual Conference. The
other three Board Meetings are currently held virtually by Zoom on a Saturday in
March, July, and October, starting at 10 am and finishing by 1 pm at the latest. The
specific Saturday is determined at the preceding Board Meeting.
Officers are elected for two-year terms, running from the October 2022 Board
meeting through & including the 2024 Annual Meeting. The election will be held at
the Annual Meeting at Fairmont on Saturday, 1 October 2022. If you have questions
or are interested in being nominated for an office, please let Shawna know ASAP.
Her email address is: sv2findthepast@gmail.com
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Local Society Updates
Great Falls Genealogy Society
Like most of you, members of the Great Falls Genealogy Society are suffering from
the heat! We hate to complain, though. We know what is ahead of us, not too many
months down the road.
We have been busy around the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library. O’Connor
Funeral Home records, 1911 - 1963, have been scanned, and indexing is taking place.
Two books are nearly ready for publication, Death Records in Cascade County, 18841905 and Chapel of Chimes Funeral Records. Both of these are in the editing
process.
We have had further contact with FamilySearch about them coming to scan early
Cascade County records, but do not have a starting date for that as yet.
On June 20th we were privileged to have Carolyn Sherman from Colorado give a
presentation to our Society. She had inherited a quilt from her grandmother and
began searching for her ancestor “Jennie” (last name unknown). A series of
discoveries led her to Great Falls where she found her G-G-Aunt, known locally as
“Nell Raymond”, was a well-known prostitute! GFGS Library staff helped Carolyn
with newspaper research, enabling her to write a 39-page story.
Last year Jan Thomson began on-line presentations that she called “Wednesdays
at 11.” Those will resume in September, but Jan has not been inactive during the
summer. In June she gave a presentation on Mullan Trail Records at the Mullan
Trail Conference in Fort Benton. Then, on July 13th, she was a presenter for Legacy
Family Tree webinars, sharing a 29-page syllabus on Montana Genealogy Treasures.
An international audience of 700+ learned of resources throughout the state,
including each of our genealogy societies. Jan’s presentation will be permanently
available.
Gradually we have returned to pre-COVID conditions at the Great Falls Genealogy
Society and Library. Our board and membership voted to return to in-person
meetings in September. However with Cascade County once again experiencing a
spike in COVID cases, we may have to re-evaluate that. Either way, our meetings
will continue to be available online.
Enjoy the remainder of the summer and “Happy Researching”.
-Larry D. Spicer, GFGS president
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Lewis and Clark Genealogical Society (Helena)
The Lewis and Clark County Genealogical Society enjoyed some interesting
programs the past three months. In April, society members shared special finds –
documents, stories, treasures – they found in their research that really touched
them or explained special information about their ancestors. About ten members
shared items ranging from immigration and naturalization records to pages from a
family bible. It was an interesting way to see the various types of records and items
that can bring our family history to life. In the second part of the program, we dug
into the newly released 1950 U.S. census. How to access it, the indexing project, and
how to find non-indexed records using the artificial intelligence search.
In May we heard a fascinating adoption and reunion story from presenter Jesse
Lassandro. Born in Spain, he was adopted by an American military couple who was
stationed at a base near Madrid and raised him in the U.S. After he grew up and
had his own family, a chance encounter with a Spanish exchange student in Idaho
eventually lead to identification and reunion with his birth mother and a brother in
Spain. But his plans to travel there to meet them were thwarted when he found
out his adopted parents had never Naturalized him, which prevented him from
getting a passport. Eventually resolved, he traveled for many years to spend time
with them, and eventually moved to Spain to live. The family relationships did not
grow the way he imagined, and he eventually moved back to the U.S. His story was
complicated, fascinating, and an excellent example of how the results of adoption
have extreme variations.
Following Jesse’s presentation, member Dennis Heffner demonstrated how
timelines can be used to reveal gaps, analyze data, estimate dates, and add cultural
context to an ancestor’s story. Adding geographical information can reveal family
connections that complete a story. Timelines can also help sort same-named
people.
In June we spent time digging into the Find-A-Grave website and mobile app.
They updated their policy regarding memorials for the recently deceased and
transfer guidelines for close family. Other topics reviewed included search tips,
making contributions, finding living cousins, creating virtual cemeteries, and how
to pin and use GPS locations. Afterward, librarian Karen Huck demonstrated how to
use the FamilySearch.org website to find the books that were scanned from the
Montana Genealogical Society library. If anyone would like details about that, email
us at lccgen1@gmail.com.
-Julie Walker, LCCGS President
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Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society
Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society has been preparing to host the Montana
State Genealogical Society annual conference in September at Fairmont Hot
Springs. Table decorations are well underway, and banquet entertainment has
been secured. We are hoping to provide a really enjoyable experience for our
guests. Hoping everyone can take advantage of some of the interesting historical
attraction in Butte while they are visiting, such as the World Museum of Mining,
Clark Mansion, Trolley Tour, and of course, the wonderful research opportunities
offered by the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives for people with Butte connections.
At our May meeting, we discussed the 1950 census and the new information we
can find, and also talked about the origin of surnames, particularly those related to
occupations. June was devoted to Annual Meeting preparation and individual
research issues. Julie Bushmaker shared some interesting research she is doing on
an old Butte character of legend, “Nickel Annie,” which illustrated how the oft-told
tales are so often incorrect. At the July meeting we explored using military records.
This is in conjunction with the current exhibit at the Archives on World War II. Jo
Ann Piazzola also discussed proving lineage for DAR membership.
Members will volunteer to assist with the An Ri Ra Irish festival in August. We will
help with family research at the Archives. Julie will present a program on Irish
ancestry from the Beara Peninsula, along with DNA expert Mark Wholihan, whose
attendance we are co-sponsoring with the festival committee. Mark will also
present a program at our August meeting. We are looking forward to learning a
great deal more about DNA ancestry projects.
-Linda Lee Holmes, BSBGS Secretary

Park County Genealogy Society (Livingston)
The Park County Genealogy Society had a display at the annual Park County
Pioneer’s dinner. Besides displaying some of our collection of obituaries and
cemetery indexes, we added a slide show of old photos of Park County Pioneers
and Settlers. It was well received by everyone.
Before our summer break, the society had a small cemetery walk and pot luck
dinner at the Shorthill Cemetery. Louann and Dennis Skattum presented us with
the history of three different families connected with the cemetery.
After the summer break, we will return in September with our monthly meetings.
-Audrey Dodge, PCGS President
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Western Montana Genealogical Society (Missoula)
Western Montana Genealogy Society meets on the second Tuesday, every other
month, September-May at the Missoula Public Library.
The May meeting consisted of discussion of the ongoing 1950 US Federal census
project at Family Search.org, WMGS's upcoming projects and events, and officer
elections. New officers are:
President: Lelsie Rieger
Vice President: Sally Peryam
Treasurer: Jennifer Keith
Secretary: Jennie Pak
Summer events include hosting information booths at "The 4th at the Fort" at Fort
Missoula and at the Bitterrroot Celtic Festival in Hamilton, as well as the 3rd
Saturday work parties at Missoula Public Library. Work parties are a great
opportunity to gather and share our passion for genealogy and bond as society
members.
The Missoula Public Library is hosting genealogy classes during the summer. They
are free and open to the public. WMGS often sees an uptick in members
immediately following these classes.
The big event on our calendar is the 2022 Genealogy Roadshow. Scheduled for 22
October 2022 at the Missoula Public Library, this event is free and open to the
public. Society members will meet with attendees, one-on-one, for 15-20 minutes
with the goal of finding something new to add to the family tree. Nothing is
guaranteed, but it's always worth a look.
The presentation for our September 2022 meeting is titled "DNA 101, You've taken
your test, now what?" At this meeting we will learn how to separate the maternal
and paternal lines using DNA matches. We will also see a case study, using DNA
matches and color coding, to separate the four grandparent lines, and attempt to
identify the line of an unknown great grandparent.
-Jennie Pak, WMGS Secretary

JULY 2022, PAGE 13

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
The Forum has educational programs eleven months of the year. Most are offered via
Zoom as well as in person. If you are in Billings on the 4th Tuesday of the month, please
visit us at 7 pm at 1711 6th Street West.
How do you prepare for a research trip? Shawna Valentine and Verba have taken many of
them. Shawna has specific suggestions for having a successful trip. She shared her
strategies with the Forum in a program.
The Forum viewed a census program recorded by Tricia Thompson of Bozeman called
“Who is that tick mark?” It is a great help in looking at specific family groups in the federal
censuses prior to 1850. Thank you, GCGS for making this available online.
In June Kay Cahill talked about “Who is in your FAN club?” – Friends or Family, Associates,
and Neighbors. What will you learn about your ancestors by looking at those around them?
Over two years ago, a committee decided to present a program similar to the PBS show
Finding Your Roots. Rob Griggs, local TV and radio personality, was selected as the subject
of this project. He knew little about his roots. We sent off his DNA for testing then began
researching his family. COVID halted gatherings and we finally presented our findings on
May 21st of this year at Billings Public Library. Steve Baum was master of ceremonies for the
program and did an outstanding job. He found the humorous stories in Rob’s ancestors
such as the grandfather who immigrated from France and sold feather boas. He actually
patented how to make them.
In high school, Rob worked for KOYN radio. Rob
joined the Air Force and served as a DJ for Armed
Forces Radio at Torrejon Air Base in Spain. After
returning to Billings, he worked at KTVQ television
and now works part-time at MOJO radio. He
became a minister with Faith Chapel. Rob has
many ancestors who served in the military and were
ministers.
Much of Rob’s genetic roots trace to southern
England and northwest Europe. Most ancestors
arrived in North America long before the
Revolutionary War. Some were Loyalists and spent
several generations in Canada before returning to
the States.
The final program was fun and rewarding. Will we
do it again? Maybe.
-P.J. Smith, YGF President

Rob Griggs

TERRY ATWOOD
PO Box 5313
Helena, MT 59604

MSGS Annual Conference
29 September - 1 October 2022
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort

