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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
Written by Shawna Valentine
This issue of the Big Sky Roundup marks a transition.
Starting with the April 2018 issue, Fran Jensen has overseen
our quarterly newsletter as editor. Although she doesn’t live
in Montana, Fran’s strong ties to her Sweet Grass County,
Montana, ancestors remained evident in every issue. Through
her work, she gained access to numerous interesting websites
and events that she willingly shared with all of us. But, after
four years, she announced that the October 2021 issue would
be her last. She stated that although she had enjoyed her
time as editor, she wanted to focus on creating a local
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society, most likely meeting only virtually, for Sweet Grass
County. Hopefully she will be successful in her efforts and
those with interests from the Big Timber area will soon have a
society to call their own. On behalf of MSGS, I want to thank
Fran for her hard work and contributions and wish her the
best in her new endeavor.
Now I want to introduce everyone to our new editor, Desiree
Funston. A seventh-generation Montanan, she currently lives
in Stevensville and works as a reference librarian at the
Missoula Public Library. Raised in Great Falls, her roots go

Secretary: Jenn Vieth
(Elected Sept. 2019)
Treasurer: Terry Atwood
(Elected Sept. 2013)
Registrar: Mary Pitch
(Elected Sept. 2005)

back to the Fort Benton/Loma area. Clearly, she has
connections to many parts of our great state. Please join me
in welcoming her and thanking her for volunteering for this
important position in our society.
Looking forward to what she will contribute.
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Online Education

MSGS LIBRARY
REPORT
Written by Karen Huck, Librarian

RootsTech Connect will
once again be completely
virtual and totally free in
2022.
Participate in three days of
live programming 3-5
March 2022, then enjoy
unlimited access to over
1,500 on-demand sessions
throughout the year - all
from the comfort and
safety of your own home.
Registration is easy and
free. You need only a free
FamilySearch account to
sign up for RootsTech at
www.rootstech.org
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Local Society Updates
Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society (Dillon)
The Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society is gearing up for their annual meeting on January 18. This is
when we give committee reports, elect new officers, and pay dues for the year. It is also the time when we
write genealogy based New Year's resolutions. Since we didn't meet in January last year, our resolutions
from 2020 are waiting to be opened. Who ever completed their goal gets a spot in the limelight and the
opportunity to tell the other members all about what they did. The question is, how well did we do in
completing them? Given two years, there should be several members who were able to accomplish their
goal. But how many of us forgot what we wrote down?
Our February meeting is always our "Love Your Ancestor" meeting when we get to bring an ancestor's
artifact and tell something about them. This is probably our favorite meeting of the year. We are still being
COVID cautious, and haven't met like we used to. The couple times we did get together last year, we did
lots of chatting, catching up on what everyone had been doing. We are looking forward, with optimism, to
being able to meet every month this year. We hope that all the groups are able to meet like they used to..
-Carla Andrus, BHHGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
The Forum continues to meet monthly, both in person and via Zoom.
The November program was a little lighter than usual. Several members talked about family holiday
traditions. Mary Picket Parker grew up in Bozeman, Montana, which was far from her parents’ relatives. Her
family had traditions which involved many friends. David Grubbs, a member of the Mayflower Society,
wrote a very interesting story about the foods that were probably consumed at the first Thanksgiving. He
compared what we think of as Thanksgiving fare to what the settlers and natives actually had available to
eat. Ann Ferguson talked about her Christmas as a five-year-old, sneaking downstairs in the middle of the
night to unwrap presents. Thinking of traditions brought to mind to P. J. Smith a German cookie,
springerle, that her mother made. They are flavored with anise and rolled out using a special rolling pin
with squares containing decorative carvings. Other members casually shared their stories of holiday
traditions.
The January program will be on “Orphan Trains.” John Shontz of Helena will meet with the Forum via
Zoom and share this story as the Forum watches his PowerPoint presentation.
Two members died last fall – Jim Everard and Bernie Mowat. Jim was fairly new, but very enthusiastic, to
genealogy. DNA testing led him to meet cousins in England. Bernie, and her husband George, was a longtime member of the Forum. She also belonged to DAR and the Audubon Society where she arranged field
trips. We miss both Jim and Bernie.
Research continues at Mountview Cemetery. Faith Barnwell and P. J. Smith find as much information as
they can about each person buried there and add it to the county’s searchable database
https://www.yellowstonecountymt.gov/cemetery/ygl.asp
The Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library is staffed Monday through Thursday, 1 to 3 pm.
-P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Just Released
Volume V
First Families & Early Settlers of Montana Series
The Montana State Genealogical Society proudly announces the publication of
Volume V. This 188-page book honors an additional 300 pioneers, homesteaders,
ranchers, miners, and others who came to Montana before 1930.
Cost of Volume V is $24.00 per book, plus $5.00 shipping
Complete order form and shipping rates for multiple copies and previous volumes
available at: http://montanamsgs.org/ffmesm/2021OctOrderForm.pdf
Send order with payment (MSGS does not accept credit cards) to:
Montana State Genealogical Society
3462 Barley Circle
Billings MT 59102
.

