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President’s Message 

 With the turn of the calendar page we 
welcome a new decade and the dawn of the year 
of the 2020 US Census.  In the next few months we 
will be able to log on to our computers or grab our 
phones to record ourselves and our household 
members.  Although the information gathered will 
be very useful and hopefully more reliable than 
that recorded by a stranger, somehow a census 
that gathers information primarily electronically 
seems atypical of the process to me. 
 It’s probably because I tend to focus on the 
pre-1880 US Population Schedules, but when I look 
at a page, I envision the enumerator trudging 
across the countryside in search of dwellings.  He 
gets to one and knocks on the door, retrieves his 
notes and his pencil from his knapsack and gets to 
work recording the information the person 
answering the door will give him.  I wonder what 
the story is when the children are listed following 
birth order and then an older child appears at the 
end like it was forgotten at first.  I wonder what 
made him take the route he took to get from one 
dwelling to another.  In reading the page, he takes 
me on his journey and introduces me to what he 
discovered.  
 For the 2020 version, these personalized 
touches will be gone.  I guess a computer program 
will decide in what order the households appear in 
the final version and handwriting styles won’t be 
an issue.  But I do wonder if there will be a paper 
copy at all or how it will be preserved.  Hope they 
have a great backup system!  

Wishing all of you a Happy New Decade 
     full of discoveries, 

Shawna Valentine, MSGS President

  
Big Sky Roundup 

http://montanamsgs.org
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 MSGS Executive Board Meeting 
Summary 

Helena, Montana 5 October 2019 
      

 President, Shawna Valentine, called the meeting to 
order. Members in attendance included, Shawna 
Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Mary 
Pitch, Jenn Vieth, Karen Huck, and Terry Atwood. Jenn 

Vieth assumed the secretarial duties for the Society. 

The minutes from the 19 September 2019 meeting were approved. Treasurer, Terry Atwood, 
reported a checking account balance of $1,115.42 and a savings account balance of $27,852.93. 
Verba Valentine, 1st Vice President, reviewed the 2019 MSGS Conference. Shirley Rogers, 2nd 
Vice President, reviewed the 2019 MSGS Conference book frolic and auction. Registrar, Mary 
Pitch, reported MSGS has 615 members. 

Librarian, Karen Huck, reported that the Lewis and Clark County Library renovations are 
beginning and that leftover books are finding homes with the public. The next Board meeting 
will be 28 March 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 

        Respectfully submitted, Jenn Vieth, 
Secretary 

January 14 & 15- Genealogy Library closed (setup and training) 
January 20 - Lewis & Clark Library is closed, so we are too! 
January 25- Sticker Party --RSVP 

Book Scanner 
• Still limping thru with old one 
• Scanning books and auditing. So far we have sent SLC 351 books and solved issues with 16 of 

their books that were not complete. As of 1/9 we had 81 books to scan, 16 in Audit 1, 14 in Audit 
2 and 18 in Ready to send. Last week when sending, the computer locked up. SLC has looked 
into this for us and need to update our program as the permission numbers "in the cloud" changed 
and we didn't get updated. Will be updated on Jan 14-15. 

Library Report, January 2020 
 Submitted by Karen Huck, MSGS Librarian 
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• GREAT News! The new scanner that was on 
the way has ARRIVED today January 9th! 
Two large wooden crates. We made room 
for them. 

o Manufacturing Technician is flying 
in from Dallas to set it up on 
Tuesday afternoon January 14th 

o Old Scanner will be put out of its 
misery and  packed up on Tuesday 
morning to be sent back to SLC.  
(We did offer to take it out and give 
it a proper burial) 

o Training on Wednesday to learn 
new system (Genealogy Library 
will be closed that day)   

o New scanner will be faster as it will be a camera and will just take a picture of the book, 
and hopefully all the parts and pieces will work. 

• Still have lots of books to scan and still working metadata. 

High Speed Scanner 
• Working on Helen Sweet, we are thru 128 of 

145. (this was Wed morning, more done) 
o Thru last week we have scanned 

30,998 pages on this project. 
o These last books have many copied 

books in them, so we had to 
metadata them and determine what 
could be copied and what couldn't. 

• Scanned the  3 naturalization books that we 
had copies. 

o scanned 1,219 pages 
o We had book 9a, 9b, 10 and 11 
o These can include declarations and 

intentions. 

MetaData 
• Still have approximately 500 books to 

compare. Each book takes about a half-hour 
to process. 

Books Through System 
• Got reports today for Oct, Nov and Dec that 

are online. 
• Processed those thru MSC system. 
• Filed them back on the shelves, or dispersed 

of them, i.e. some belonged to the large 
collections we sold at conference so will not 
be kept. 

Next Large Project to Work On 
• Helena Funeral Home 

o Database keyed to Excel 
o Putting name and death date on a 

blue sheet and it will be the first 
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copied in a file. 
o Cleaning, getting ready for scanning 
o Scanned box 1, box 2 and 3 are ready for scanning, but will do them after Helen Sweet is 

finished. Just needed to test some so we knew what worked. 
o 10 boxes of files, over 1500 files. 

Save the Date-Party Time -   Saturday January 25 at 10 am 
• Sticker party 
• Lewis & Clark Library has programmed 1500 security tags for our books 
• We will have a work session to start stickering books 

o Start with city directories, then annuals 
• Rumor has it that Pizza will be involved!!!! PLEASE RSVP so we can buy enough pizza! 

Volunteers NEEDED 
Library construction is on schedule, so we need more volunteers to be available to move by the end of 
March!  We would like to have all daytime shifts filled: 3 volunteers on the book scanner and 2 on the 
high speed scanner. Signup to volunteer on the signup.com website. If you need help, or the link, Andy is 
more than willing to help you! 

Construction is going on downstairs. We hope to 
have our space through the end of March before they 
come upstairs to start the remodel. 

The photos of the scanners show the current book 
scanner and the new scanner that will replace it the 
week of January 12th. The old scanner is limping 
along. Everyone is exited to see the new one when 
it’s take out of the crates. The technician will be to 
do the setup and training. 

Mr. Frost is our large birth Rolodex that we do not 
have a home for but have decided to decorate it for 
each moth to brighten up our large project. Last 
month he was a Christmas Tree and expect him to be 
a large Heart in February and a Leprechaun in March! 
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Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society (Dillon) 
 The holiday season this year seemed to catch everyone unaware. In Dillon the heavy snowfalls 
contributed to the problem. Thirteen inches of snow kept everyone tied down a little more than usual. No 
one seemed prepared for the usual Christmas preparations. Writing the annual Christmas letter, addressing 
the Christmas cards, and the unending job of Christmas shopping. For the Head Hunter members there is 
one other preparation: getting a gift to use as a prize for the Bingo game at our annual Christmas party. 
The gift is meant to be inexpensive, and has to be wrapped so no one can see what’s inside.  

The evening starts with a Christmas dinner featuring ham and home made foods made by the members. 
We have a lot of good cooks in our group, so the dinner is enjoyed by everyone. Everyone sits around one 
large table to facilitate visiting. After the meal Darlene Hildreth gets out her trusty Bingo and brings all 
the gifts to the main table. The gifts have been numbered, which is their only identification. Then 
everyone gets serious as the Bingo numbers are called. As soon as someone calls “Bingo” they say which 
prize number they want. Then the game progresses until another “Bingo” is called. This winner can call 
any number, even the number of  a prize that was already won. If a prize has an unusual wrapping or 
shape it becomes popular and everyone wants to win it. The game goes on until the prizes had been 
passed around the table many times, and Darlene calls the game over. At this point everyone gets to open 
their prize and find out what they won. There is a lot of laughing at that point as everyone discovers the 
prize wasn’t what they expected. A good time was had by all. 

This year the dinner was held at the LDS Church, which was a change of pace. In January we will go 
back to meeting in a member’s home and watching a video of John Phillip Colletta explaining certain 
aspects of genealogy. We are learning a lot of new techniques from Mr. Colletta. Our annual organization 
meeting will be held this month also. 

Submitted by Pat Darling 
Broken Mountains Genealogical Society (Chester) 
 The Broken Mountains Genealogical Society very recently had our quarterly meeting at the Library.  
We often meet at the Museum in Chester but because we were planning on working on Burial records 
again, we met at the Library where our books are and close to the courthouse where we needed to go to in 
order to get the information we needed.  We had very few folks out with the cold winds prevailing but the 
meeting was held, officers were asked to continue into this new year and new business was conducted.  
We did review the new issue of the Roundup and looked at the First Family applications one more time. 

With no further business, we gathered what material we needed from the Library and walked over to the 
Courthouse and proceeded to set up in the back room vault.  We were able to update the records for 2019 
in our books and on the database which will be updated on our website.  After that meeting, our maps, 
records and the database were used by a young fellow working on his Eagle Scout badge as he is planning 
on marking the blocks with a cement marker and then updating the maps from 2013.  The markers will be 
installed when the ground thaws and outside work is possible.  The maps will be completed and will 
replace the older ones  in the display rack.  He also plans to make a similar map for the Joplin Cemetery 
which will be encased and mounted on the back of the existing Cemetery sign.  Our members assisted 
him in the details of the project with hopes of keeping this project current. Hopefully at a later time we 
can put photos in this newsletter showing all of that. 

Submitted by Pat Ludwig 

What’s Happening on the 
 Local Level… 
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Gallatin County Genealogical Society (Bozeman) 
          The Gallatin County Genealogical Society ended the 2018-2019 membership year (1 Sep 2018 – 31 
Aug 2019) with 58 paid members.  Annual membership renewals begin each September.  At the January 
2020 meeting, GCGS once again had 58 paid members, a great renewal rate! 
     Fall programs hit two topics of high interest for GCGS members:  DNA analysis for genealogy 
research and FamilySearch capabilities.  In October, Tricia Thompson provided an exciting presentation, 
“DNA Tools:  How to Use Your Results, A Case Study.”  The case study focused on determining the 
parents of a grandfather who at age 55 found out he had been adopted as a baby.  Years of traditional 
research determined the parents; however, this conclusion was upended by DNA test surprises.  Tricia 
described DNA tools available to help analyze the results including Ancestry’s ThruLines, Birth-Location 
Searches, and Shared Matches; FamilyTree’s X-Matches, Shared Matches, and Chromosome Browser; 
and GEDmatch’s Lazarus.  Analysis identified a handful of potential surnames.  The case was solved by a 
“green leaf” hint on Ancestry which linked several potential surnames to newspaper articles recording a 
divorce and a murder trial.  Lesson Learned:  DNA tools, paired with persistent research, can break 
through more brick walls than either one alone.  Never, never, ever give up! 
     Members expressed strong interest in learning more about FamilySearch capabilities and how to 
navigate the website.  Two separate programs have been scheduled to cover FamilySearch topics.  In 
November, Barbara Schenck gave an excellent overview of the FamilySearch website, search options and 
techniques as well as use of Wiki resources to find additional records and help from the Learning Center.  
Throughout the presentation, she demonstrated each element using the online FamilySearch website to 
encourage members to use this free resource.  This overview, titled Family Search 101, will be followed 
by a FamilySearch 102 program in February to give members additional information on the use of 
FamilySearch.   

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison    

Great Falls Genealogy Society (Great Falls)  
 At the Great Falls Genealogy Society we are still adjusting to the Public Library being open Monday 
through Saturday.  That means the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library is now open Monday – 
Saturday, from 10 am to 4 pm.  It has been a challenge to staff the additional day, but gradually we are 
seeing new volunteers come forward to help. 
 Our Tech Committee has been getting acquainted with the Past Perfect program that our records are 
being transferred to.  Our membership files were the first thing transferred to this new system.  Work is 
underway to have our library inventory ready for transfer next. 
 Work with records for the O’Connor Funeral Home and Hillcrest Lawn Mausoleum continue.  
Proofreading and correction of George Company records continues as well.      
 Our meetings since the last MSGS newsletter have consisted of the following: 
 October – we viewed a video presentation by Lisa Louise Cooke titled, “Organize Your Online 
Life.”  Everyone garnered something they could put into practice. 
 November – is the month for our Volunteer Appreciation potluck dinner and Annual Meeting.  
Member Glenn Jeffrey was named our Volunteer of the Year.  All of our officers were returned to office 
with the addition of Gary Campbell as a trustee. 
 December - our meeting was the same night as the Manheim Steam Roller concert, so attendance 
was light.  Those present enjoyed the presentation by member Ann Dues, sharing about the trip she and 
her husband made to Alaska by motor home last summer.   
 There is always something happening at the Great Falls Genealogy Society Library.  We are never so 
busy that we would not set things aside to assist you when you stop to visit. 

Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President 
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Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena) 
 Beginning at our August meeting, we have worked on ideas as to how to write our family history. 
Instead of writing chronologically, we were to write “snippets”, memories from our past. Many examples 
were shared such as certain objects, events, etc. that might trigger a memory. After sharing a few of our 
snippets at the October meeting, we watched 2 videos entitled “Introduction to Genealogy”. The lecturer 
gave an interesting example of how one biographical fact could lead to raising many more questions. To 
continue with the theme of writing our history, the presentation in November was a video from 
Ancestry.com’s Learning Center about interviewing techniques, tips & suggestions to help elicit the best 
details from your relatives when you are around them during the holidays. And in December we watched 
a video from YouTube.com which can also be viewed on ancestry.com, discussing genealogy goal setting 
featuring four Genealogy Goals: 

1. Discovering New Ideas    
2. Education 
3. Service 
4. Routines 

Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President 

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings) 
 The Forum Family History Month classes at Billings Public Library (BPL) were well attended. 
Librarians Kathy & Lynne presented most of the programs. P. J. Smith presented one on “Ancestry 
DNA”. The Forum will take over Family History Month in 2020. 
Back 2 Basics in October was U.S. Census Tips by P. J. Smith. The main program was presented by Ann 
Ferguson on “Directories”. We think of city directories but there are many types. 
 November’s B2B was presented by Irene Nelson on the online 
“card catalogue” for the Genealogy Room at BPL. It can be found at 
https://yellowstonegenealogy.org/libraryRecords.php .  Irene explained 
various ways to search it. This allows you to see if the Gen Room has 
a book before traveling to BPL. 
 Steve Baum’s program was on county histories – why use them, 
how to find them, potential pitfalls when using the information. 
Sometimes the stories need to be taken with “a grain of salt” as 
biographies were often self-written. 
 It is with great sadness that I announce that Louise LaRue died in 
November. Louise was a charter member of the Forum when it started 
in 1977. Her interest in genealogy and helping others never waned. 
She served in many capacities but most notably as editor of the Gen-
Bug newsletter for 25 years. She continued to attend board meetings as 
she was always interested in the Forum’s plans and activities.  She 
volunteered in the Gen Room once a week. If visitors came to a 
meeting, she was there to greet them. 

Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President 

Helpful Tip: Montana Library Association 
The Montana Library Association holds an annual conference every April. This year the 
conference will be in Missoula April 1-4, 2020. The theme this year is “Beyond Hindsight: 
Envisioning a Collaborative Future.” Libraries are an important resource for family history research 
and a collaborative future will be extremely valuable for those who are researching their 
ancestors. Visit the conference website http://www.mtlib.org/mla-annual/2020-
conference/  and if you attend, the MSGS newsletter would love to add an article in the next 
issue devoted to what you learned! The logo they designed for the conference is very creative! 
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RootsTech 2020: Discover Your Story. Discover Yourself. 
February 26 -29, 2020  This is the 10 Year Anniversary of the RootsTech Conference! Don’t miss this 
epic gathering of family historians. It’s not too late to register https://www.rootstech.org  With 
300+ sessions this year, you will have opportunities to learn more about: 

Stories  |  DNA  |  Tools  |  Organizing  |  Photos |  Discovery 

National Genealogical Society Conference 2020 
The NGS Conference will be held this year in Salt Lake City, Utah. Mark your calendars now, 
20-23 May 2020. Details about the conference and Early Bird registration is posted on the 
website.  https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org  

NGS New Course - Understanding and Using DNA Test Results 
This new online course offered by the National Genealogical Society is sure to be helpful to you 
as you continue to use DNA in your normal research routines. There are fourteen modules in the 
course which is taught as Angie Bush, MS, a director for NGS and the chair of its Genetic 
Genealogy Committee. Current pricing for the course is $75 for NGS members and $100 for non-
members. See details online:   
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cgs/understanding-and-using-DNA-test-results/ 
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Thank you everyone for all the society updates 
and other news for the Roundup January issue! 

Next Issue will be in April 2020 

Society articles are due April 10, 2020  

Send to: msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com 

Invitation: Write a story for the History Corral

mailto:msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com
mailto:msgs.bigskyroundup@gmail.com
https://www.rootstech.org
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cgs/understanding-and-using-DNA-test-results/
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Make plans to attend the 
31st Annual 

Montana State Genealogical Society Conference 

Shedding a Light on Our Past 

At the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in Fairmont, Montana 
Hosted by the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society 

September 24, 25, 26, 2020 

Terry Atwood 
PO Box 5313 
Helena MT  59602

 


