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“Beware the Ides of March.” That
statement has never rung more true than for
this year! Who could have imagined when the
calendar turned from February to March that
our world was to be decisively diﬀerent from
when it turned from March to April?
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But, one certainty in life is that things will
change. April showers will bring May ﬂowers
and hopefully things will grow back to a world
where we will all be able to leave our houses.
Just as the plants leave their “socially distant”
place inside the earth to interact with the rest
of nature, so too will we be able to leave our
homes and resume normalcy.
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In the meanHme, stay healthy and safe.
Shawna Valentine, MSGS President
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MSGS Executive Board Meeting
Summary
Virtually in March 2020
In response to the COVID-19 government
guidelines, President, Shawna Valentine, cancelled the
in-person meeting and called for virtual, email-based
responses to the agenda. Members who submitted
responses included, Shawna Valentine, Verba Valentine, Shirley Rogers, Jenn Vieth, Terry
Atwood, Mary Pitch, Fern Kauffman, Karen Huck, and Pat Ludwig.
The minutes from the 5 October 2019 executive board meeting, the treasurer’s report, the
registrar’s report, and the library report were all approved as presented.
Verba Valentine, 1st Vice President, presented outstanding decisions for the 2020 MSGS
Conference. The decisions were finalized by consensus through email votes. The 2nd Vice
President’s report was approved with a delay in pin purchases for the 2020 conference. The First
Families book, Volume V was approved for publication.
The next Board meeting will be 11 July 2020 at 10:00 a.m., in Helena.
Respectfully submitted, Jenn Vieth,
Secretary

Library Report, April 2020
Submitted by Karen Huck, MSGS Librarian

Our library project came to a quick end when the library shut down to patrons on
February 17th due to Covid-19. The Lewis and Clark Library allowed, Andy & Susan Fox and
Karen & Dennis Huck in to finish up the tear down and moving of the equipment. Dennis
Galbraith, FamilySearch, came in from El Paso, Texas Feb 25th and moved the equipment over
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints on 6th Avenue. When we are allowed to go
back to scanning, we will continue from there. Susan and Andy were informed on March 20th
that their mission was being suspended and they were to return home to Arizona. Construction at
the main library expects to keep them closed until fall. Our books are at the main library, but
when it is safe to be open, the genealogy library will help patrons at the East Helena branch
library until the main library reopens.
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The library met their goal of 500 linear feet of books to be retained in the Lewis and
Clark Library. After many difficult decisions, when the books were rearranged on the shelves we
had 7.5 inches to spare. Lewis and Clark Library paid for the security tags with 4500 used. The
first tagging was done with a "Sticker Party" on a Saturday morning with the library furnishing
pizza for all of the volunteers helping. The rest of the books were done by individuals.
A "Thank you" was sent out to all volunteers. We had over 125 volunteers that dedicated
their time to help with this 10 month project. We scanned 564 books to add to the Family History
Library catalog. To accomplish this we sent in 70 different batches of books. We found out that
preparation on original documents took longer than anticipated. Through the high speed scanner
and DCAM system for original records, we sent in 89,923 documents. This included Helena
School Enrollment cards 27,422; Naturalization papers 1,219; Helen Sweet Collection 36,784;
and Lewis and Clark marriage licenses 23,808. We did scan the vertical files and have 3,786
images with 104 having to be done by hand on the book scanner as they would not go thru the
high speed scanner. We still have the Helena Funeral Home records to scan as found out that all
SS# had to be redacted. They are now all ready and will not take long once we are back to
scanning.
The Genealogical Library were featured Christmas Day on TV in Montana about the
work we were doing. This was shared on social media and The Genealogy Guys from Florida
saw the video and called and asked us to apply for their "Unsung Hero's Award". We did win it
for the quarter and the award was announced at RootsTech in Salt Lake City the end of February.
DAR members have also been helping with the scanning and we were informed that our project
won the NW Division in the NSDAR Literacy Promotion Contest in Spirit of Partnership for the
Oro Fino Chapter, Helena, MT. The regional winners will be submitted for a National Award.
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What’s Happening on the
Local Level…
Beaver Head Hunters Genealogical Society (Dillon)

Spring is trying to arrive, but winter doesn’t want to leave. Most of us are watching from the window, but
some of us get outside once in a while. Some of us continue to attend monthly meetings if we are healthy
and not a threat to others. We are enjoying the monthly talks by John Phillip Colletta. His presentations
are educating and interesting. This month he talked about Naturalization records, a subject a lot of us shy
away from because we don’t know how to approach it. He is able to make his presentations on a level the
average genealogist can understand. He uses case studies from his own research of real-life examples. He
sprinkles it with humor so the listener is never bored. His goal in his presentations is that the listeners will
eventually write an account of their ancestor’s life for family members to read.
Submitted by Pat Darling

Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society (Butte)
Like everyone else, the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society has not met the last few months
due to the virus quarantine. We are reminded much of the 1918 epidemic we have studied, and
realize how much luckier we are to be home with cell phones and the internet. We are hoping
everyone stuck at home can take advantage of the time to work on their trees and maybe break
down some of the annoying brick walls.
We did meet in January to do shared research and hear a report from member John Sandford
on a local group established to commemorate the people, particularly the first responders, who
died in a tragic warehouse explosion in 1895. A memorial service for those victims was held on
January 15 at the old City Hall, which many of our members attended. That group is also raising
fund to erect a memorial statue at Butte’s Public Safety building.
At our February meeting, local author Debbie Bowman Shea presented a program on her 20
years of research to write the story of her adopted father’s biological family. The book, “Dear
Dad,” is available from Amazon.com and is highly recommended.
Our group members have done some work for the World Museum of Mining on a planned
memorial for the miners who died while working at the Orphan Girl Mine. Members are also
working on table decorations for the annual meeting in September at Fairmont Hot Springs, with
great optimism that we will all be released from lockdown and back to some semblance of
normalcy by then!
Submitted by Linda Lee Holmes

Gallatin County Genealogical Society (Bozeman)
The New Year began with a perfect program for family historians by Crystal Alegria, cofounder of the Extreme History Project in Bozeman. Her presentation, “How Do I Get The
Story,” described stories as the way we organize, store and transmit information to others. She
explained best practices in developing a story including research, creating a timeline, linking the
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story to national events, and bringing people to life with details and quotes from newspaper
articles, obituaries, county histories, etc. She also emphasized the importance of family stories.
Stories give us a way to pass on cultural tradition and to pass on our research. People are more
likely to remember facts when used within a story.
Last year, GCGS members wanted to learn more about FamilySearch capabilities and how to
navigate the website. For the 2019-2020 program year, we scheduled two programs called
FamilySearch 101 and 102. In November 2019, the first program provided an overview of the
website, search options and techniques as well as the use of the Research Wiki. In February
2020, Steve Swinford presented FamilySearch 102. He highlighted the difference between the
single shared family tree on FamilySearch and the individual user family trees on Ancestry. He
also explained the procedures to import Ancestry family tree information into FamilySearch and
the variety of print functions to create fan charts, pedigree charts and family group records.
The Gallatin County Genealogical Society does not meet in March due to the combined
Montana State University/Bozeman School system spring break and the impact on attendance
and speaker availability. The April meeting was cancelled due to the Montana state-wide
COVID-19 virus restrictions.

Submitted by Carol Elliott, GCGS Liaison

Great Falls Genealogy Society (Great Falls)
The month of January marked the 45th anniversary of the founding of the Great Falls
Genealogy Society. As a Society we have a variety of anniversary events planned. To date each
issue of our monthly newsletter has featured some aspect of our Society’s early beginnings. It
has been enlightening to reflect on the vision of our founding members. Our meetings at the
beginning of our 45th year as a Society have been as follows:
January – Great Falls City Clerk, Lisa Kunz, was our guest speaker. She outlined for us the
records the city is required to keep as well as those that are available for research by genealogists
and historians. Her list of records and their availability was added to the Library. The meeting’s
refreshments included birthday cake.
February – GFGS member, Suzanne Waring, discussed her new book, “Montana Pioneers –
Creating a Community.” The book contains 33 stories of those who arrived early, built homes
and businesses, and helped make Great Falls what it is today.
In our last report I mentioned the Great Falls Genealogy Society was adjusting to the Public
Library being open Monday through Saturday. That has changed. We are now adjusting to the
closure of the Great Falls Public Library due to the COVIS-19 situation. In the midst of all the
unknowns, after discussion and deliberation, the 45th anniversary celebration events planned for
April are postponed and the April and May meetings of the Society are cancelled.
We are hopeful we will be able to return to a regular schedule of meetings in September.
Submitted by Larry D. Spicer, GFGS President

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society (Helena)
Presentations at our last three meetings since Christmas have covered several subjects. In
January “Growing Your Family Tree Sideway” was an introduction to Descendancy Research.
Presenter Dennis Heffner included several snippets of videos on the subject which he found on
ancestry.com. He stressed that you have to be very systematic in your approach to this type of
research. In February member Sandi Benson gave a talk about her 2018 genealogical trip to the
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United Kingdom, including pre-planning, working with a professional genealogist, the trip itself
and collaboration with relatives. The last presentation by members Julie Walker and Jody Pace
was an over view of Roots Tech 2020 by a first timer. Both Julie and Jody encourage all who are
able to attend in 2021.
On a personal note, I have always wished for a week of solitude to just work on genealogy
and I wonder how many reading this have wished for the same thing. My (our) wish has been
granted, but not in any way we would have imagined! I hope all of you are staying home,
staying healthy, and making great genealogical discoveries as we patiently wait out this
pandemic.
Submitted by Mary Pitch, LCCGS President

Yellowstone Genealogy Forum (Billings)
The Forum held meetings in January and February but
cancelled the March meeting. Whether there is a meeting April
will depend on the course of the Covid-19 pandemic.
January: Kay Cahill started the program with Back to
Basics (B2B). Her topic was “Websites for Free Charts”. Rick
Davis presented the main program on “Organizing and Writing
a Family History”. Rick was the director of the Family History
Center for many years.
February: Diane Jonckowski talked about using census
records and clues in the census for B2B. A webinar was viewed
titled “Hookers, Crooks, & Kooks – Aunt Merle Didn’t Run a
Boarding House”. The Court of Common Pleas and Probate
Court may turn up clues about your ancestor’s occupation.
Genealogy Room at Billings Public Library: We have been discussing what will give
“value” to the library that we can provide. Twice a month volunteers are teaching Basic
Genealogy to three people maximum. Monthly P. J. Smith is teaching a class in the computer
room. The February class on “Ancestry Library” had 29 attendees. The March class on U.S.
Census was cancelled as the library is currently closed. Once it reopens the Forum will continue
these activities.
“Climbing Your Family Tree”: On May 19th, hopefully, the Forum will present a program at
the library similar to “Finding Your Roots”. Local celebrity, Rob Griggs, was chosen for this. . If
you aren’t familiar with Rob, he is a weather man for KTVQ television, part-time pastor, and
very fun personality. We ordered a DNA kit from Ancestry. Committee members are researching
his mother’s and father’s lineage and historic events that coincided with their lives. We will have
a PowerPoint for showing his ancestry and photos. We will also give him a binder with
information that we found on his family.
Mountview Cemetery: Another Forum member and I continue to research from home on
records for the people buried there. I started with the Z’s. Faith Barnwell is working on 1885 –
1909 burials found in Chronicling America.
Please stay safe during this pandemic. Hopefully it won’t last much longer and we can
proceed with our monthly meetings and classes.
Submitted by P. J. Smith, YGF President
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Helpful Tips for Your “To Do” List
Submitted by Carol Elliott,
Gallatin County Genealogical Society

Hi, Genealogy Friends
OK, we're facing more weeks of "home time." Just look at your April calendar. I bet every
single gathering, meeting, appointment, etc. has been canceled. Remember, all those times you
wished you had more time to do genealogy? Do you have a "To Do" list of searches, tree
updates, and research ideas that have gathered dust? Now is the time to treat yourself to some
quality "genealogy" time at home without guilt! Dust off your genealogy "To Do" list or make
one! Need some ideas? Here are some suggestions:

FamilySearch
We had two programs on FamilySearch in the past year which gave us some great research ideas.
Website: familysearch.org
Establish a free account on familysearch.org
Add your family tree information to the world's largest shared family tree. See what
contributions others have made about your ancestor.
Explore sources, record hints, chart and family group print options, etc
See an unfamiliar name in search results or forgotten where someone belongs in your tree?
Click on "View my relationship"
Search Catalog by county. Browse list of records - many have been digitized and are
available online

Research Wiki on FamilySearch
Free online genealogy and family history guide with nearly 100,000 articles, databases, maps, etc
Website: familysearch.org
Top line of home page; click Search button; click "Research Wiki" on drop-down menu
Explore Research Wiki. Search by place or topic.
Suggest a search of an ancestor's home country. For example: Search for "Germany." and the
Research Page for Germany appears. Explore maps, research strategies and tools, online
records and 64 online courses on German research topics.

Find a Famous Relative
Must have FamilySearch account which includes your family tree.
Website: relativefinder.org
Click on "Sign in with FamilySearch.org." When you sign in, the website uses your family
tree information to find matches among famous people.
Click on Relative name; click "Chart Options." For direct descendants, "Chart layout" gives
you the lineage line between you and the ancestor.
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Comment: The first 4 people on my Relatives list were 10th and 11th Great Grandparents on
the Mayflower. I knew about 1 of the 4 Mayflower ancestors. I doubt I would have found
the other three lineages because generations 2-4 after the Mayflower ancestor go through
three consecutive women. It's unlikely that I would have discovered the maiden names or the
connection among three generations of women who lived in the 1600's/early 1700's!

Write Up Some Fun Facts & Share with Your Family!
Write up some fun facts about your ancestors or a short narrative about an ancestor.
We keep thinking that we will write about our ancestors when we have completed our
research, until we have time, etc. Face it! We will never be done with our research and we
have time NOW! Plus, you have family that would really enjoy learning about something
that doesn't have "virus" in the title. Content, length, format is up to you. Example: I am
one of 10 first cousins who represent 10 family twigs of our tree. Whenever I write
something about our ancestors, I e-mail it to the first cousins. This way, all 10 twigs have the
family information plus they can resend it to their children/grandchildren.
Suggestion: Pick one ancestor that you have researched - birth, marriage, death, census/
residences, newspaper articles/obituaries, etc. Use the information from the records and
write a few paragraphs about this person's life.
Suggestion: Do you know a story that has been passed down over the years in your family?
Write it down and share with your family. This way, the story is preserved. You also may be
surprised that different family members were told different versions of the same story!
Suggestion: Write about an event in your life that your children or extended family may find
interesting - a job, travel/vacations, unique experiences, special events, etc.

Family Tree Maintenance
We all know the excitement of discovering new ancestors and
expanding our family tree. However, we are unexcited about
maintaining and updating our tree, research findings, documentation,
etc. Use a little of your "guilt-free" research time for family tree
maintenance. Here are some suggestions:
Add siblings to the tree. You may find documentation on siblings
that includes missing information on your ancestor.
Capitalize the name of your direct ancestors. When you look at a
list of an ancestor's ten children, it will highlight which child is
your ancestor.
Do you have a source listed for each record printed or stored so
that someone else could find that record?
Do you have a stack (or boxes!) of printed records, notes, course/
conference materials that need to be reviewed, filed, or acted upon?
Do not be overwhelmed by these lists. They are simply meant as
suggestions for genealogy-related actions that you can do from home
during this extended "home time" period. Just enjoy your guilt-free
genealogy research!
~Carol Elliott
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The Big Sky Roundup
Schedule
Next Issue will be in
July 2020
Society articles are due
July 10, 2020
Send to:
msgs.bigskyroundup@g
mail.com
Invitation: Write a story
for the History Corral

MONTANA STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

31st ANNUAL STATE GENEALOGY
CONFERENCE
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort
Fairmont, Montana
September 24, 25, 26, 2020

Hosted by the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society

Featuring:

Blaine T. Bettinger, The Genetic Genealogist
and

Kathryn Lake Hogan, Specialist in Canadian Research
Updates & Registration Form
will appear on our website at
http://montanamsgs.org/conferences.html

FULL 2 DAY REGISTRATION IS ONLY $70.00 WITHOUT MEALS, $134 WITH 3 MEALS

This is an opportunity you won’t want to miss.
Mark your calendars and save the date

Terry Atwood
PO Box 5313
Helena MT 59602

Make plans to attend the
31st Annual
Montana State Genealogical Society Conference

Shedding a Light on Our Past

At the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in Fairmont, Montana

Hosted by the Butte-Silver Bow Genealogy Society
September 24, 25, 26, 2020

