
 

 

Montana State Genealogical Society 
and the Gallatin County Genealogical Society 

host the 
 

32nd ANNUAL MONTANA STATE 

GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCE 
 

September 21, 22, 23, 2023 
Best Western GranTree Inn 

in Bozeman, Montana 

 

LOCATION & ACCOMMODATIONS:  The Conference will be held at the Best Western GranTree 

Inn, 1325 North 7th Avenue, Bozeman, MT. Sleeping Room Rate is $101.00 plus tax for single to quad 

occupancy. Check-in time is 3:00pm, checkout is 12:00pm. No breakfast. Phone 800 624-5865, ask for 

Montana State Genealogical Society Block.  Reservation Deadline is 27 August 2023. 
 

OUR SPEAKERS: 
Annette Burke Lyttle owns Heritage Detective, LLC, providing professional genealogical 

services in research, education, and writing. She speaks on a variety of genealogical topics at the 
national, state, and local levels and loves helping people uncover and share their family stories. She is 

coordinator of the Fall Virtual Intermediate Foundations course for the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy. 
Annette leads Best Practices Study Groups for a number of organizations, providing in-depth education 

on the genealogical research process in an interactive setting. She is president of the Association of 

Professional Genealogists and editor of The Florida Genealogist. 
 

Tina Beaird is owner of Tamarack Genealogy and is also a Genealogy/Local History Librarian at 

the Plainfield Public Library in Plainfield, IL. Tina lectures extensively on topics including genealogical 

methodology, military research and archival preservation. She is a member of the Genealogical 

Speakers Guild and the Association of Professional Genealogists as well as First V.P. of the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society and Board Secretary/Director for the Oswegoland Heritage Association. She 

volunteers her time with several historical and genealogical societies across Illinois. Tina has provided 
research assistance for nearly twenty years and has been researching her family’s history, as time 

permits, for over thirty years.  
 

Dr. Matthew Herman, Professor of Native American Studies at Montana State University, researches 

Native North American literary and visual culture studies with a focus on Indigenous humanities and 

research methodologies. He teaches courses on Native North American literature and film, Montana 
Native writers, world Indigenous humanities and Montana tribal histories and cultures. The title of his 

Banquet presentation: "Native Americans in Montana" 
 

EXHIBIT AREA: Various MONTANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES & genealogy related organizations will be 

represented. Don’t forget the BOOK FROLIC - The MSGS Fund Raiser!  Check your bookcases for annuals, histories, 
family histories, genealogy books, tapes & videos.  Bring them to conference on Thursday to be sold by silent 
auction.  Please – only genealogy or family history related materials.  Do not bring quarterlies or 
outdated material.  The Book Frolic area will not be open on Thursday for browsing. 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 
3:00 P.M. Book Frolic Drop Off 

3:00 – 5:30 P.M.  REGISTRATION DESK OPEN – GranTree Lobby 

3:30 – 4:45 P.M.  MSGS Board Meeting  
6:30 – 8:00 P.M. Free Build Your Own Ice Cream Sundae Reception. Need ticket to attend. 



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2023 
7:30 – 9:00 Registration Desk Open – GranTree Lobby 
8:45 – 10:00 A.M.   Announcements and Opening Session: Dive Deeper into FamilySearch – Annette 

Burke Lyttle. FamilySearch has millions of records. Putting a name in the search form only gets you a small 

percentage of their indexed records. Beyond that, they have unindexed collections and other digital materials that 
will never show up in a general search. Learn how to dive deeply into FamilySearch’s record collections and come 
up with amazing finds.                                                          [Book Frolic opens at 10:00 A.M.] 

10:30 – 11:30 A.M. Google for Genealogy – Tina Beaird.  Google can be a useful tool for genealogical 

research. Utilizing services like google maps, google news and google books can make you feel like Indiana Jones. 
But be wary, google has some traps and pitfalls as well! Tina will discuss ways to get the most out of Google so 
you can find your holy grail. 

11:50 – 1:00 P.M. Lunch & Society Reports Menu: Soup & Salad Bar - Chef’s Choice of 2 soups, rolls & salad 

bar with tossed greens, diced ham, turkey, cheddar cheese, bacon bits, tomatoes, cucumbers, broccoli, shredded 
carrots and croutons. Coffee or Iced Tea. 

1:30 – 2:30 P.M. Find Our Ancestors by Researching the Neighbors – Annette Burke Lyttle. 
Neighborhood, cluster, or FAN (family, associates, and neighbors) research can often be the key to breaking 

through brick walls. When records left by our ancestors don’t tell their story, we look for the records of the people 
around them because our ancestors can appear in their records. The records of neighbors can also suggest new 
places for us to look for records created by our ancestors. Learn how to use this powerful method for advancing 
our research. 

3:00 – 4:00 P.M. Old MacDonald Had a Farm – Tina Beaird. Farm records can be an insightful tool for 

understanding your ancestor’s place in the world. Were they wealthy, prosperous farmers or scratch farming to 
survive? Agricultural census, land records and mortgage books, court records, farm directories, newspapers, and 
personal ledgers and diaries can each provide an additional layer of insight into your family tree. 

4:30 – 5:30 P.M. Military Genealogy Online: Digital Resources from the American Revolution to 

Now – Tina Beaird. Each year new military record collections become available online. Tina will show you where 

to look and what types of records are available for tracing your ancestor's military service. Records from the 
American Revolution to WWII will be discussed as well as sources for modern records. 

6:30 P.M. BANQUET – Chicken Marsala: 6 oz breaded chicken breast, mushrooms, onions, marsala sauce 

OR Petite Top Sirloin (Gluten Free): 6 oz Cooked to Medium with Burgundy Sauce. Both entrees served with 

Garden Salad, Green Beans, Baked Potato, & Vanilla Ice Cream. Coffee or Iced Tea. Vegetarian entrée upon 
advance request. Presentation of Awards, Program: Dr. Matthew Herman, "Native Americans in Montana" 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 
7:30 – 9:00 A.M.   Registration Desk Open – GranTree Lobby 
7:45 – 8:45 A.M.   MSGS Annual Meeting, Everyone welcome 

9:00 – 10:00 A.M. How Advertising Brought Our Ancestors to the Midwest - Annette Burke Lyttle. 

Business owners, land speculators, and communities wishing to grow all turned to various forms of advertising to 
entice people to migrate to the Midwestern territories and states. This presentation will examine how newspaper 
advertising, pamphlets, gazetteers, and books were aimed at prospective migrants from the eastern parts of the 
U.S. and prospective immigrants from Europe to get them to come and work, buy land, and settle in these 
sparsely-populated frontier areas. We'll look at what kinds of messages these ads used in order to make hard work 
and pioneer living seem attractive. 

10:30 – 11:30 A.M. Turn Family History Facts into Stories You Can Share - Annette Burke Lyttle. 

You’ve uncovered lots of wonderful facts about your ancestors and you want to share them with your family, but 
pedigree charts put them to sleep. You need to turn those facts into stories. Does the idea of trying to tell the 

stories of your ancestors seem like too big a job? Two simple principles can get you started writing your family 
stories: look at what the facts imply and “take small bites.” This presentation will introduce a four-step process for 
putting those principles into action, allowing you to share your family stories with ease. 

11:50 – 1:00 P.M. Lunch & Society Reports.  Menu: Baked potato, homemade chili, bacon bits, cheddar, 

butter, sour cream, salsa, tortilla chips. Tossed salad with buttermilk ranch and Italian dressing. Coffee or Iced Tea. 

1:30 P.M. Book Frolic Closes, Raffle Drawings 
1:45 – 2:45 P.M. Grandma Nellie’s Scrapbook: Identifying & Interpreting Historic Photographs 

– Tina Beaird. Many people become heirs to a box of unidentified family photos and have no clue what to do with 

them. Tina will offer solutions for identifying these ‘lost’ family members by teaching attendees how to use 
genealogy sources in conjunction with observational techniques. 



32nd Annual Montana State Genealogical Society Conference 
Best Western Plus GranTree Inn, Bozeman, MT   September 21. 22. 23, 2023 

http://montanamsgs.org/index.html 
 

NAME ___________________________________ MAIDEN NAME _____________ 

ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________ _ 

 _______________________________________________________________ _ 

PHONE  __________________ EMAIL  ________________________________ _ 
 

2 Surnames you are currently researching   ______________________________________  
 

2 Locations Researching _____________________________________________________  
 

 1st MSGS Conference     

 

Full 2-day Conference Registration with       $173.00 $________  

 Banquet & 2 luncheons 
I plan on attending the Thursday evening Ice Cream Reception     Yes     No 

       No additional charge but MUST sign up in advance for a ticket 
 

Full 2-day Conference Registration (NO MEALS) $ 95.00 $________  

1 Day FRIDAY ONLY Conference Registration (NO MEALS) $ 60.00 $________  

1 Day SATURDAY ONLY Conference Registration (NO MEALS)  $ 45.00 $________  

 

Do you have food allergies or special needs for meals? If so, please specify: _________________________ 

MEALS:  To guarantee meals, registration must be received by Monday, September 19, 2023.  One of each of 

the three meals is included with the $173.00 level.  If you want to select only one or two of the meals for yourself, 
select the $95 level above and then add the individual meals below.  If you want to purchase additional meals for 

spouses, etc., please add these meals below: 
 

 Friday Lunch ______ @ $ 22.00            $ _________ 

 Friday Banquet ______ @ $ 36.00            $ _________ 

 Saturday Lunch ______ @ $ 22.00            $ _________ 

Conference Pins:           Bozeman 2023 @ $6 ea _______ 
             Butte 2022 @ $6 each _______   Starter Bar @ $5 each ________                $________ 
 

                                                                          Total Enclosed      $____________ 
To pay by check: 

Send this form with payment 
to: 

MSGS c/o Mary Pitch 
700 Grant Avenue 
Helena MT 59601 

 
msgsregistrar@gmail.com 

 

 
 

We will not be offering the option to pay by credit card this year. 

 
 

If you have questions about the conference, contact 
sv2findthepast@gmail.com with subject line MSGS Conference. 

 

Pre-registration must be received by August 15, 2023, to qualify for the “Early Bird” drawing for a refund of the 
Conference Fee ($95.00 Maximum). Cancellation Policy:  Full refund of all meal functions and registration fee (less a 
$15.00 cancellation fee) will be issued if request is received by Friday, September 1, 2023.  For cancellation 
notifications received after September 1, 2023, or for non-attendance, no refund will be given.  

  

mailto:sv2findthepast@gmail.com
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Don’t miss out – MSGS will not hold a conference in 2024 
 


